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Dear Rev. Laning 
Thank you for your careful consideration of my questions and the thorough response you 

made in your rubric in the Beacon Lights. I have some follow up questions that have come up in 

my mind. You may include them in your rubric or send me a personal reply, whichever you feel 

is appropriate. 

I like to write. Perhaps you have seen some of my stories printed in the Perspectives. That 

is what happens when I share my stories with my father who is the editor. So the questions I have 

are of a personal nature. I struggle with the issue and I agree with your response, even though I 

have attempted “biblical narrative.” What about a story that bears a biblical setting and maybe 

has a biblical character in a secondary role? I am thinking of novels like The Robe by Lloyd C. 

Douglas, or The Silver Chalice by Thomas B. Costain, or The Charioteer (I’m not sure of the 

author). In each case there is a biblical setting and secondary characters that are found in the 

pages of scripture but the plot flows away from the biblical events. Again, with all reading there 

is the need to read with discretion but how do you view this type of “Christian literature?” 

What about need? There is so much out there and your response touched on this. It is one 

thing to read a Charles Dickens tale and learn about 19th century England and quite another to 

read “Christian literature.” Should aspiring writers concentrate on reformed, biblical lessons, 

designed to teach certain morals, or can they fictionalize without getting preachy? 

My feelings are that one can pen his tale but do so in such a manner as to be profitable to 

those who know little about the subject. The writer can then present his viewpoint and the action 

without using worldly language, worldly innuendoes or worldly implications. Since all stories 

present the certain ethics and worldview of the author to some degree or another, would 

“Christian literature” then depend on the writer? I am sure that my own writing reflects my 

biases and beliefs without having them too obvious. 

Thanks again for your previous responses. They have been helpful. 

Respectfully, 

Jay Kalsbeek 

 

Dear Jay 
Thanks for your letters, and for addressing an interesting topic. 

Let me begin by saying this, whenever we write, the following are two questions that we 

should ask ourselves: 

1. What message am I trying to get across? 

2. Is this message clearly coming across in my writing? 

The first question can be expanded a bit, so that we ask ourselves this question: Am I 

trying to teach and to expound on the truths taught in Scripture, or am I trying to teach my own 

ideas? Obviously, this is the crucial question, and it requires some serious self-examination on 

our part. Yet, this is precisely what we must do. I must always confess that my own ideas are evil 

and useless, and that the only thing worth writing is something that will set forth, in one form or 

another, the truth of the Word of God. So this question must be answered first. 



Whether writing fiction or non-fiction, the writer should be able to summarize briefly 

what truths he is trying to get across. If he cannot do this, then he should not be writing. If he 

himself does not really know what he is saying, how can he expect anybody else to figure it out? 

Now let us go on to consider that second question, which concerns the way in which we 

try to get across the message. As I said in my previous response, fiction can certainly be used 

profitably to get across various truths. But I do not think it is wise to bring into a fictional story a 

person spoken of in the Bible. In my judgment, this tends to promote vain speculation about the 

true stories recorded in Scripture, and inevitably leads some readers to ask, “Did that really 

happen?” or, worse yet, to say, “I did not know that that happened.” This leads to confusion, and 

the writer becomes partly responsible for leading people away from contemplating the truth that 

God is making known in the historical narrative. God forbids us to add to or take away from His 

Word (Rev. 22:18, 19), and it seems to me that one who connects his story to the Scriptures in 

the way you suggest is really playing around a bit with that which God forbids. Therefore, I 

would warn against doing this. 

With regard to your final comment, I think you are correct that one’s writing will and 

should manifest the writer’s worldview. What is important, however, is that the “ethics and 

worldview” that comes across in our writing is that of Scripture and our confessions. God used 

many different men with many different writing styles to write the Scriptures. Yet they all wrote 

the same truths, having the same “ethics and worldview.” Although we are not infallibly inspired 

when we write, we should all strive to show forth in our writing that we have these same views, 

this same worldview. Then, whether we write fiction or non-fiction, our writing will be profitable 

to those who read it. And that, after all, must be our goal. 

 

Rev. J. Laning 
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