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What is most indispensable for a church institute is that its membership has a thorough 

and accurate knowledge of the truth. In previous articles we have seen that this is exactly what 

most churches are lacking today, while it is at the same time what we as Protestant Reformed 

churches have been so richly blessed with. 

We have also seen why it is so important that churches have a knowledge of the truth in 

pulpit and pew. Knowing the truth, one knows Jesus. Knowing Jesus Christ, one knows the 

Triune God. And knowing God and Jesus Christ, one has life eternal (John 17:3). In order then, 

to enjoy life eternal, it is absolutely necessary to know the truth. In light of this, one can see that 

a lack of knowledge of the truth is indeed a serious thing. 

In fact, it is dangerously serious. It is not as though one could opt to remain in relative 

ignorance of the truth, being content with a subsequent small enjoyment of life eternal and live 

without any other consequence. Rather, God’s judgment falls upon those who live in spiritual 

ignorance. Ominous are the words of the Lord in Hosea 4:6: “My people are destroyed for lack 

of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee…I will also forget 

thy children.” God will destroy those churches that have a lack of the knowledge of the truth. He 

will do so largely in their generations, by rejecting them in their generations and casting away 

their children into hell. That is the serious warning of God’s Word. And that is also what we see 

happening in many churches today. 

What can these churches do to regain a knowledge of the truth and thereby escape the 

judgment of God? And how are we able to keep our knowledge of the truth so that we do not also 

fall under that judgment? Chiefly by faithful preaching of the Word of God. The only way for a 

church to regain or maintain a knowledge of the truth among her members is by the preaching of 

that truth. 

Other things may not be allowed to take the place of the preaching. A church will not 

grow in its knowledge of the truth through dramatic presentations in the worship services, 

through puppet shows, or Superbowl viewings. It will not be led into God’s truth by the lying 

“gifts” of healings, miracles, speaking in tongues and other supposed demonstrations of the 

Spirit very common in some churches today. And the people will only be left in dangerous 

ignorance when music becomes the emphasis in the worship service so that choirs, soloists, and 

repetitive ditties replace the sounding out of the saving Word of God. 

But not only must a church have the preaching, it must have sound, faithful preaching of 

the Holy Scriptures. A church will not benefit from hearing motivational speeches by celebrities 

and politicians regarding how her members “can make a difference.” But neither will she grow in 

her knowledge of the truth by pulpit messages from ordained preachers who address social ills 

and push political agendas. It is not the preaching of Scripture either when ministers spend their 

time in the pulpit telling stories that stimulate emotions or being humorous with jokes they 

gleaned in the past week from books containing “pulpit helps.” 

No, churches need the Word of God preached to them. They need called and ordained 

preachers who open the Scriptures to them and work hard to explain that Word of God (Romans 

10:15). They need to hear that preaching of the gospel which makes known the “word of the 

truth” as the apostle Paul says the Colossian church had heard (Colossians 1:5, 6). They need, 

after all, a knowledge of the truth. And the only place to find that saving truth is in the Scriptures. 
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And the only way for a church to learn that truth is by the preaching of the Scriptures (Romans 

10:14, 17). 

The preaching of Scripture, then, is the only way for a church to regain or maintain a 

knowledge of the truth. This is true because preaching is the very voice of Him Who is named 

Truth, and Who by that voice reveals Himself to His people. Preaching is Christ Himself 

speaking. He speaks through the called and ordained preacher, but it is Christ Himself who 

speaks. 

That Christ Himself speaks in the preaching is clearly the teaching of Scripture. In the 

original, Romans 10:14 asks: “How shall they believe in him whom they have not heard?” The 

point is that those who believe in Christ believe because they have heard Him personally speak 

to them through the preaching. 

The same is taught in John 10:27: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me.” Jesus says His sheep literally hear His voice. This was not only true of those sheep 

that lived on the earth during the time that Christ in the flesh lived among them. But this text is a 

general statement that applies to all the elect people of God through all time. They all, we all, 

hear the very voice of our Shepherd and because we hear His voice, we follow Him. Today we 

hear His voice in the preaching. 

And yet one more important text in this regard is Ephesians 4:20, 21 a. Again, according 

to the original, we read: “But ye did not thus come to know Christ, seeing that ye did hear 

Him…” Here the apostle tells the Ephesian church that they heard Christ and the result of their 

hearing Christ was that they came to know their Savior. They heard Christ in the preaching. 

Why it is so essential that God’s people hear Christ Himself in the preaching is because 

Christ’s voice alone is able to impart a knowledge of the truth of spiritual things. In order for 

sinful, unbelieving man to come to know spiritual things in a spiritual way—that is, with a 

knowledge of faith—a divine wonder-work of grace must take place. That wonder-work takes 

place through the voice of Christ. 

The voice of Christ is mighty, effectual, irresistible. When the elect, then, hear that voice 

in the preaching they are made, by the power of God, to know the Truth. Apart from the voice of 

Christ, one cannot know the truth with a believing knowledge. But by Christ Himself speaking to 

them in the preaching, churches will regain and/or maintain that indispensable knowledge of the 

truth. 

And that’s what churches need more than anything. 
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