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July 1 Read Hebrews 2:1-4 
 

Our meditations this month will center on the miracles of Jesus during His earthly ministry. 

Commentators have written volumes on definitions and categories of miracles. Miracles abound 

throughout the entire Scripture and may possibly be defined as an extra-ordinary work of God 

that is essentially a sign and wonder of His grace to His people. The principal miracle of all time 

is the incarnation of the Son of God. All other miracles point to this great wonder that we believe 

by faith. The world scoffs at the biblical account of miracles and either offers some contrived 

naturalistic cause, or else they blatantly deny them in unbelief. But may we by the miracle of 

regeneration bow before the word of God, be instructed by it, and embrace it with believing 

hearts. Sing Psalter 173:1, 4 and 5. 

 

July 2 Read John 2:1-11 
 

Shortly after Jesus began His earthly ministry with newly gathered disciples, we read of His 

attendance at a wedding and the performance of His first miracle. After lovingly rebuking His 

mother who wished to see Him display His power for the wrong reason, He miraculously turned 

water into an abundance of excellent wine. Several lessons can be learned from this account. 

Jesus honored the state of marriage by His presence and approved the enjoyment of proper 

feasting and happiness. Wine, according to Scripture, “maketh glad the heart of man” (Ps. 

104:15), and “cheereth God and man” (Ju. 9:13), but obviously it must be used in moderation. 

However, the main purpose of this miracle was to manifest His glory and to strengthen the faith 

of the disciples. Just as Jesus’ preaching always had a two-fold effect, so did His miracles. By 

faith let us behold these wondrous works of our Savior with a believing heart and stand in awe at 

His power, grace and mercy. Sing Psalter 288:1-4. 

 

July 3 Read John 4:46-54 
 

Jesus returned from Jerusalem and Samaria once again to Cana of Galilee, where He was met by 

a distraught nobleman whose son was at the point of death in Capernaum. He had heard of Jesus 

as a great miracle worker, and as a last resort asked Jesus to come to his home and heal his son. 

Jesus countered his request by stating that he, along with others, would not believe unless they 

saw signs and wonders. Not to be deterred, the nobleman again pleads with Jesus to come. In 

response Jesus said simply, “go thy way; thy son liveth.” Faith sprang into action at these words 

and the man believed. Though several miles separated Cana from Capernaum, the mighty power 

of Jesus is revealed as the nobleman’s servants met him and told him of his son’s recovery at the 

very time of Jesus’ words. Then we read that his entire household believed. Our God is a 

covenant God who shows mercy to believers and their seed. What an incentive for us who are 

parents to nurture our children in the truths of the gospel and to those who are children, to thank 

God and walk in obedience to Him. Sing Psalter 213:1-3. 

 

July 4 Read Luke 5:1-4 
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Jesus’ fame as a preacher and miracle worker caused many people to seek Him out and as a 

result they “pressed upon him to hear the word of God.” So Jesus went into Peter’s ship, and 

from a short distance away, sat down and taught the people. Jesus now uses this occasion to 

demonstrate His divinity, not only to the people, but especially to Peter as He officially calls him 

to the office of disciple and apostle. Jesus instructs Peter to cast his net into the deep, and 

although Peter argued that they caught nothing all night, yet at His word he would comply. The 

miraculous result of Jesus’ powerful word wrought such a sense of awe and fear in Peter’s heart 

that he fell in contrition and dread before Jesus. To allay his fear, Jesus said, “Fear not; from 

henceforth thou shalt catch men.” Upon hearing that, Peter, James and John forsook all and 

followed Jesus. This is our calling as well. Not all are called to preach the gospel, but all have the 

calling as our Baptism Form states: “that we forsake the world, crucify our old nature, and walk 

in a new and holy life.” Sing Psalter 127:1, 2 and 8. 

 

July 5 Read Matt. 8:23-27 
 

A wondrous miracle indeed and a comforting lesson for the disciples, for the church, and for 

each one of us today! A tempest arose on the Sea of Galilee as Jesus and His disciples were 

crossing over to the other side. This was no ordinary storm even though the sea was susceptible 

to high winds. This divinely ordained storm pictured what the church in the world must face on 

the sea of life. The disciples must learn that the powers of darkness threaten to overwhelm the 

small boat that is representative of the church. We too must learn that of ourselves we are 

powerless to withstand the trials and storms that afflict us. This miracle is a sign that there is only 

One who can save us from perishing, whether that is the church that is constantly attacked by 

Satan, or we as believers who are constantly attacked by the world, the devil or our own flesh. 

Let us also cry out to Him who has power over the wind and waves: “Lord save us; or we 

perish,” and go forward in confidence and faith that He will surely save us. Sing Psalter 241:1, 7 

and 8. 

 

July 6 Read Luke 8:26-39 
 

We read here of a seeking shepherd and a mighty Lord. When Jesus stepped out of the ship in the 

country of the Gadarenes, a man met Him who was possessed with many devils. In spite of 

themselves, the devils fall down before Jesus, recognizing His absolute authority, and beseeched 

Him not to send them yet to the abyss of death. Knowing that they must relinquish their hold on 

this man, they foolishly request that they might enter into a nearby herd of swine. This was 

granted to them and they went to their doom when the swine perished. What an amazing 

demonstration of the power of Jesus over the devils and what mercy was displayed by Him who 

“is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). What was the reaction of the 

Gadarenes? Instead of rejoicing over a man made whole, they sorrowed over the loss of swine 

and urged Jesus to depart from them. Jesus graciously says to the man and to us who have been 

delivered from the power of the devil: “Return to thine house and shew how great things God has 

done unto thee.” Sing Psalter 385:1-3. 

 

July 7 Read Mark 5:22-24, 35-43 
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“Be not afraid, only believe.” These were the words that Jesus spoke to Jairus when the message 

arrived that his daughter had died. How could Jesus say that? When there is yet life, there is yet 

hope. But now it is too late and death has claimed its victim. Again these words echo in our ears: 

“Be not afraid, only believe.” It was not man who spoke those words, but He who is the 

Resurrection and the Life Himself. The scornful laughter of the spectators turned to silence and 

astonishment as the sovereign Lord of the universe demonstrated His power over death itself. 

And not only does He have power over physical life and death, but more importantly, over 

spiritual life and death. We read in Ephesians 2:1, “And you hath he quickened (made alive) who 

were dead in trespasses and sins.” This miracle points to that wonder work of Christ by His Spirit 

who gives us a new life in regeneration that we might live “unto the praise of his glory” (Eph. 

1:14). Sing Psalter 319:1 and 2. 

 

July 8 Read Mark 5:25-34 
 

“Who touched me?” exclaimed Jesus as He made His way to Jairus’ home, even though throngs 

of people crowded about Him. They were eager to see some miracles done by this wonder 

worker about whom they had heard so much. The words He spoke held little interest for them but 

they pressed in on Him to satisfy their curiosity. There was one woman, however, who 

approached Jesus with a different attitude. Jesus was her last hope for a cure from her devastating 

illness and believed that if she could but touch His garment she would be cured. With a childlike 

faith she did just that and immediately was made whole. Jesus willingly healed her, but asked 

“Who touched me?” so that she could publicly make her confession of faith known. Trembling 

before Him she fell down and explained why she touched Jesus. “Fear not,” said Jesus, “go in 

peace, thy faith hath made thee whole.” Let us also with contrite hearts touch the hem of Jesus’ 

garment in faith and prayer desiring that we may be made whole from the guilt of our sins and 

experience the peace of forgiveness. Sing Psalter 141:1 and 2. 

 

July 9 Read Matthew 9:27-31 
 

After Jesus left the home of Jairus, two blind men followed Him, crying out for mercy. By 

addressing Jesus as the son of David, it appears that these two men of Israel recognized Him as 

the promised Messiah. Jesus seemingly ignores them until He came to His lodging place. But 

these men were persistent. Had they not heard from the book of Isaiah that the Messiah would 

open the eyes of the blind? When Jesus asked them if they believed He could heal them, the 

earnestness of their faith was evident in their simple answer: “Yea, Lord.” The touch of Jesus 

upon their eyes gave them sight. We are not certain why Jesus forbade them to tell others about 

this miracle, but even though they were bursting inside to relate the details, it is not to their credit 

that they disobeyed. We are reminded by this miracle that blindness or darkness is a picture of 

sin. Without the redemptive work of Christ, we too would grope about in spiritual blindness. But 

thanks be to God, He has touched our eyes of faith and we see Him and we love Him because He 

first loved us. Sing Psalter 383:1, 2 and 5. 

 

July 10 Read Mark 2:1-12 
 

We notice many facets that appear in this account of the healing of the paralytic. We see Jesus 

teaching in a crowded house at Capernaum; among those present were believers and the 
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hypocritical scribes and Pharisees. An interruption occurs when a penitent and helpless man 

appears before Jesus in an unusual way—he is let down through the roof by his friends. Jesus in 

mercy says, “Son be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.” More wonderful words than these 

could never be heard by anyone. But what a startling effect they caused in the hearts of the 

scribes and Pharisees who silently accused Jesus of blasphemy. Then Jesus revealed the thoughts 

of their hearts and demonstrated that He was worthy of belief by also healing the man of his 

physical infirmity. The Pharisees were hardened in their sins, but the penitent paralytic not only 

experienced bodily healing, but also tasted the gracious forgiveness from the Son of Man. The 

Savior is no longer on earth, but even now in heaven intercedes for us with the Father. Let us 

confess our sins, forsake them by His grace and go on our way rejoicing. Sing Psalter 233:1-3. 

 

July 11 Read Matthew 8:1-4 
 

Leprosy in Biblical history was the most loathsome and feared disease imaginable. It not only 

was incurable at that time but, according to the law, it signified legal impurity, a sign and token 

of sin and spiritual corruption. Whoever fell victim to it was cut off from the congregation and 

experienced a living death. The leper in our passage today had undoubtedly heard tidings of 

miraculous healings wrought by Jesus. Upon seeking and finding Him, he fell down in faith and 

worshiped Him, saying simply, “Lord if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” Jesus, moved with 

compassion, touched him and healed him. Who can fathom the infinite power of the Lord? Who 

can understand the depth of His love and mercy toward His own? By nature we too are lepers, 

disfigured with sin and worthy to be cast away from His presence. However, Jesus came into our 

flesh, suffered our curse and paid the ransom for our sins. Having the beginning of this new life 

within us, let us nurture it by His grace, praying daily for cleansing and forgiveness. Sing Psalter 

351. 

 

July 12 Read Luke 7:1-10 
 

This Roman centurion gave evidence of a man upon whom many graces had been conferred. 

Although he was a powerful Gentile, he acknowledged the God of Abraham as the one to be 

feared. He showed great love and anxiety for a servant. In deep humility he sent Jewish elders to 

Jesus, feeling himself unworthy even to have Jesus enter his home. In faith he believed that only 

a word from Jesus would suffice to heal his servant, saying that if he himself could but speak to 

the soldiers under his command and they would obey, how much more effective and powerful 

would be a word from Jesus. Responding to this, Jesus marveled and exclaimed that he had not 

found such faith in all Israel. We are still privileged to hear the word of Christ every Lord’s day. 

He bids us to come to His house. Let us do so gladly with hearts made receptive by His Spirit. 

Sing Psalter 349:1 and 2. 

 

July 13 Read Mark 1:21-28 
 

The worshippers in the synagogue were astounded at the teaching of Jesus. He spoke with 

authority, expounded the word perfectly, and not as the self-seeking scribes. In the audience a cry 

rang out from a man possessed with a devil, “I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God.” 

Although this was true, Jesus would not allow this testimony, and He rebuked the devil and 

called him out of the man. What a display of power! What must we think of demon possession in 
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our day and age? We know from Scripture that Satan is not only a “roaring lion…seeking whom 

he may devour,” but also “is transformed into an angel of light.” We believe that all non-

Christians are under his power and do his bidding. We also know that he hates God’s people and 

does all in his power to destroy their faith. But the devils are all under the sovereign control of 

God and because Christ delivered His people from their power, the Christian can never be demon 

possessed. May this knowledge comfort us and cause us to live closer to our God by a holy walk 

and prayer. Sing Psalter 249:1-3. 

 

July 14 Read Matthew 8:14-17 
 

This miracle is recorded in all three synoptic gospels. Mark and Luke state that Jesus left the 

synagogue where He healed the demoniac and then entered the home of Simon Peter where 

Peter’s mother-in-law lay sick. Luke describes her illness as a great fever, but which left her 

upon Jesus’ touch. In Matthew’s account we read that the Scriptures were being fulfilled where 

Isaiah prophesied of the One who “took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.” Throngs of sick 

people were brought to Jesus for His healing touch. According to Scripture, demon possession, 

blindness, deafness and leprosy are symbols of the spiritual powers of darkness and sin. These 

diseases abounded when Jesus was on earth and serve as pictures of us in our spiritual 

corruption. He took to His cross all these sicknesses and infirmities, all our guilt and sins, and 

paid the ultimate price so that we can stand justified in the sight of a holy God. What a 

tremendous price! What an unspeakable gift! What a glorious Savior! Sing Psalter 137:1, 2 and 

6. 

 

July 15 Read Luke 7:11-16 
There is a saying that goes: “where there’s life, there’s hope.” But that was not the case as a 

funeral procession made its way out of the city of Nain led by a widow whose only son had died. 

A widow’s lot was difficult enough when her husband, and provider, was dead, but now her only 

son was gone as well. As Jesus providentially met this sad procession, he was filled with 

compassion for this widow. “Weep not” He said. Then He touched the coffin and spoke a 

powerful word that caused the dead to rise up and live. Nothing but divine power could perform 

this greatest kind of miracle. Fear and awe gripped the people who were present as they glorified 

God and realized that He visited His people. This miracle is a sign to us that God by His Spirit 

visits us and raises us from our spiritual death by His regenerating grace to a new life in Him. Let 

us strive then to live according to that principle whether we are young or old, and praise God for 

His grace and mercy. Sing Psalter 203:1, 3 and 5. 

 

July 16 Read John 5:1-18 
 

Some important lessons may be learned from this narrative of the impotent man at the pool of 

Bethesda. This man who could not walk for thirty-eight years was made whole by a word from 

Jesus. We too are unable to walk in the ways of God except by His regenerating power and grace. 

We also may hear His word from week to week exhorting us to walk in repentance and 

godliness. Because Jesus healed on the Sabbath day, the Jews found great fault with Him. Jesus 

responded to that charge by saying, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” They rightly 

discerned that Jesus made Himself equal with God and hated Him all the more for it. We stand in 

awe at these words, heartily confessing that Jesus is very God and that our calling in regard to 
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the Sabbath is to be busy in the works of God. We rest from our daily labors, not in idleness, but 

in spiritual activity that glorifies Him and edifies us. Sing Psalter 320:1, 4 and 5. 

 

July 17 Read John 6:1-15 
 

All the gospels relate this miracle of Jesus. His fame as a wonder worker and healer had spread 

throughout the country, and as a result vast throngs of people constantly followed Him. Jesus and 

His disciples sought a quiet place to rest, but could not escape from this multitude who were by 

now weary and hungry. Jesus, moved with compassion, multiplied the loaves of bread and fish, 

and fed the people with much food remaining. What a picture and sign this miracle means to you 

and I today! We find in Jesus the true Bread of Life that He bestows upon us abundantly. We eat 

of this heavenly bread through the preached Word and the Lord’s Supper. Let us never follow 

Jesus, as did the multitude, for purely carnal reasons and then forsake Him when they realized 

His kingdom was not earthly, but spiritual. But in faith, fall at the foot of His cross, and humbly 

respond in the words of Peter (vs. 68): “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of 

eternal life.” Sing Psalter 334:1 and 4. 

 

July 18 Read Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Do you see a comparison in your life at times, dear reader, with the disciple Peter? Jesus had sent 

the disciples by boat across the Sea of Galilee while He went apart into a mountain to pray. The 

boat made little headway in the storm that arose and toward morning the disciples were weary 

and afraid. Then they saw Jesus miraculously walking upon the water toward them who calmed 

their fears. Impetuous Peter asked and was granted permission from Jesus to come to Him upon 

the water. When he kept his eyes on Jesus, he walked on the water, but when he looked down at 

the wind and the waves, he began to sink. He cried, “Lord save me,” and Jesus lifted him up after 

reprimanding him for his doubting. We too, regardless of our age, have times of relatively strong 

faith, but all too often when we don’t look to Jesus, we start to sink in the waves of doubt and 

despair. Listen then to Jesus who calls us to be fervent in prayer, to read His word, and to cast all 

our cares upon Him. In this way we have peace and assurance that He will never leave or forsake 

us. Sing Psalter 202:1 and 2. 

 

July 19 Read John 9 
 

This is a lengthy and interesting account of a notable miracle of Jesus and the controversy that 

resulted afterwards. Without going into details because of space restrictions, we see that Jesus 

demonstrated that He is the Light of the world in causing the blind to see. Various reactions 

occurred. The hypocritical Pharisees considered Jesus a fraud because He healed on the Sabbath 

day. They examined the man who was healed from his blindness, and his faith, although 

understandably weak at first, became progressively stronger, and as a result of his testimony he 

was excommunicated from the religious and social life of Israel. But when Jesus searched this 

man out afterward and revealed to him who He really was, the man’s faith was strengthened and 

he worshipped Him. Are we too prepared to give up everything for the cause of Christ? Are we 

ready to defend our faith in the truth of the gospel over against false and heretical views that are 

so prevalent today? May God give us grace always to be faithful to Him who is the Light of the 

World. Sing Psalter 305:1, 4 and 6. 
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July 20 Read Luke 13:10-17 
 

Jesus made a point to perform many of His miracles on the Sabbath day to expose the hypocrisy 

of the Pharisees and to teach the people the proper principle of that day. We see Jesus, teaching in 

the synagogue in this passage, who encountered a woman of Israel severely bowed down with a 

chronic infirmity. Jesus also described her as being bound by Satan. So, although she frequented 

the synagogue, we may believe that the devil also afflicted her in a special way. When Jesus saw 

her, He spoke a word and touched her. Immediately she stood straight and glorified God in faith 

and thanksgiving. What a picture of a merciful God who “raiseth them that are bowed down” 

(Ps. 146:8) with a load of sin and guilt! As usual, the ruler of the synagogue was indignant with 

Jesus not only, but also the people who sought healing. Jesus effectively silenced His accuser and 

as a result we read that His adversaries were ashamed, but the people rejoiced. This is a picture 

too of the glorious return of our Savior who as sovereign king will destroy His enemies, but take 

us, and all His beloved people, to dwell with Him forever. Sing Psalter 198:1, 6 and 7. 

 

July 21 Read Luke 17:11-17 
 

We have here an account of ten lepers who met Jesus as He was journeying to Jerusalem from 

Galilee. These victims of this horrible disease, which was the outward symbol of sin and death, 

called to Him from a distance for mercy. Instead of instantly healing them by a word or a touch, 

Jesus told them simply to show themselves to the priests. Only when the priests pronounced 

them clean could they resume their place in society. To their credit they proceeded on their 

errand and as they went they realized they were healed. It is note-worthy that only one returned 

to give thanks to Jesus and he was a Samaritan. All the rest who were Jews did not return to their 

benefactor in gratitude. Jesus pointedly referred to these two reactions by saying that none 

returned to give glory to God except for this stranger. What about you and I dear reader, who 

once “were by nature children of wrath,” but now are “quickened (made alive) together with 

Christ”? Shall we not return thanks and praise to our God unceasingly for so great a salvation? 

Sing Psalter 164:1, 3 and 4. 

 

July 22 Read Matthew 15:21-28 
 

The manner in which Jesus performed His many miracles of healing was not always the same. 

Each one took into account the circumstances peculiar to the individuals who sought the 

Master’s help. In this case, a Gentile woman besought Jesus to heal her demon-possessed 

daughter. Interestingly, Jesus seemingly ignored her pleas for help until even his disciples were 

so annoyed by her persistence that they asked Jesus to send her away. But Jesus’ very silence 

stirred her faith into greater zeal and Jesus, testing her faith, said that it was not proper to cast the 

children’s bread to the dogs, meaning that He came primarily to bring the gospel to Israel. Not 

deterred in the least, this woman replied that even the dogs desired to eat the crumbs that fell 

from the master’s table. Jesus commended her for her great faith and healed her daughter. 

Sometimes we struggle for an answer to our prayers and it seems that they are unheard. It is 

possible that God’s will may not be our will or desires and then we pray for the grace of 

submission and contentment, knowing that our Heavenly Father loves us and will turn all things, 

even our afflictions, for our good and His glory. Sing Psalter 324:1, 2 and 4. 
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July 23 Read Mark 7:31-37 
 

The prophet Isaiah testified that “the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped…and the tongue of the 

dumb shall sing”(Is. 35:5,6). Jesus fulfilled this prophecy when the deaf and mute man was 

brought to Him. Here again we see that instead of laying His hands upon him, Jesus took him 

aside from the crowd and did three things. First He put His fingers into the man’s ears, a 

symbolic action to pierce his deafness so he could hear. Then followed the sign of Jesus using the 

moisture from His own mouth to unseal the man’s tongue that was bound. At the same time Jesus 

looked to heaven and spoke a Chaldaic word meaning, “be opened.” Immediately he, who most 

likely never heard or spoke a word in his entire life, was able to speak plainly. Once again the 

people were astonished, and rightly so, at the mighty power of our Lord. He is not present among 

us now in His bodily form, but His Spirit lives within us and applies His word powerfully to our 

hearts, so that our spiritually deaf ears may hear the gospel and our tongues may speak and sing 

His glorious praises and testify of His greatness. Sing Psalter 399:1 and 4. 

 

July 24 Read Matthew 15:32-39 
 

Some interpreters of Biblical narrative claim that the two accounts of the feeding of the 

multitudes are one and the same. But this is not true since there are differences in many aspects 

such as place, time, number fed, number of loaves, fishes and leftovers. In the other account, 

Jesus spoke of Himself as the Bread of Life (cf. John 6), whereas in this miracle we see the 

emphasis on His compassion for the people. They had followed Him for three days, and their 

provisions were depleted. Jesus addresses His disciples with His concerns, but they seemingly 

are not greatly worried even though they answer that it would be impossible to obtain sufficient 

food in that wilderness. They were learning to trust their Master to supply their needs. We must 

do the same. We pray to our Heavenly Father for our daily bread. Not for filled pantries or 

freezers, but for necessary provisions for each day. In His compassion He cares for our physical 

needs so that we may serve Him and fulfill our calling as members of His church. Sing Psalter 

400:1, 5 and 7. 

 

July 25 Read Mark 8:22-26 
 

As we have seen before, Jesus performed His miracles in various manners, and this one today is 

no exception. A blind man was brought to Jesus in the city of Bethsaida so that Jesus could touch 

him and heal him. Instead of saying a word that would instantly restore his sight, Jesus led him 

out of the town, and put spittle upon his eyes and asked him what he saw. The man answered that 

he saw men as trees walking. Then Jesus laid His hands upon him once again and he saw clearly. 

Sometimes we too cannot always understand the way God leads us. Various trials and afflictions 

affect out spiritual vision no matter how old we are. Our sight is blurred and we cannot find our 

way in life. Pray earnestly for a season of richer grace that God may open our eyes and hearts to 

the wonders of His love and mercy, “holding fast the profession of our faith without wavering; 

for he is faithful that promised” (Heb. 10:23). Sing Psalter 201:1, 6 and 7. 

 

July 26 Read Mark 9:14-29 
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Jesus was returning from the mount of transfiguration with His three disciples when He 

encountered much people. Among them were the scribes who took evil pleasure in the fact that 

the other disciples could not cast out the demon that violently possessed a child. In response 

Jesus called the scribes a faithless and perverse generation who were not worthy to have Jesus 

among them. Then the father of the child implored Jesus to heal his son. When Jesus said “all 

things are possible to him that believeth,” the man answered with the touching response, “Lord I 

believe; help thou mine unbelief,” and Jesus healed his child. Afterward when the disciples asked 

Jesus why they could not cast out that devil because earlier they had been given that power, Jesus 

told them that their faith had weakened because they were not earnest in prayer and fasting. This 

is a lesson for us also. How diligent and earnest are we in our prayer life? It’s so easy to mumble 

a few trite words with little thought. May we be stimulated to earnestness and sincerity in our 

prayers, and be assured that God will hear us and bless us for the sake of Christ. Sing Psalter 

235:1 and 3. 

 

July 27 Read Matthew 17:24-27 
 

On this last visit by Jesus to Capernaum where He made His home, the collectors of the temple 

tax confronted Peter and asked “Does your master pay tribute?” Peter responded in the 

affirmative and upon entering the house, Jesus spoke to him first with a question relative to the 

payment of tribute money. Peter undoubtedly was surprised to learn that Jesus was aware of what 

took place outside on the street. This half shekel payment originally was instituted by the Lord in 

Exodus 30:11-16 as the amount of the ransom payment for each man’s soul when they were 

twenty years old and above. Even though Jesus is the great King for whom the temple tax was 

being collected, and therefore rightfully exempt, yet He intends to pay this tax as usual. To show 

His Lordship to the disciples, He instructs Peter to go to the sea, cast in a single hook, and the 

fish he will surely catch will have a shekel in its mouth. This money is to be given to the 

collectors for Jesus and Peter. On this occasion, as many others, Jesus humbled Himself as a man 

for He was come not to destroy the law but to fulfill it. This same Jesus by His perfect obedience 

and redemptive death on the cross is our living Savior and Lord to whom we cling by faith. Sing 

Psalter 397:1, 2 and 8. 

 

July 28 Read John 11:20-46 
 

This miracle of our Lord that transcends all other miracles is recorded only in the gospel of John 

and a lengthy chapter is devoted to it. Jesus received a message from Mary and Martha that their 

brother was sick. Instead of immediately going to Bethany, Jesus deliberately remained where 

He was for two more days. Then He and His disciples proceeded on their journey that culminated 

in a miracle so noteworthy that the consequence was “then from that day forward they (chief 

priests and Pharisees) took counsel together for to put him to death” (v. 53). Not only must 

Martha and Mary and the disciples be instructed by the words of Jesus, but you and I as well 

when He said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Not, I will be in the last day. Not, I will be if 

you believe. But I am the resurrection because I am the life. Resurrection really begins in this life 

when we are regenerated. Lazarus was raised again to this earthly life to be sure, but once again 

would have to return to the grave. But through regeneration we become partakers of the 

resurrection life of Christ by a living faith, and that is a life that death cannot overcome. What a 

blessed and glorious hope for the believer! Sing Psalter 29:1-3. 
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July 29 Read Mark 10:46-52 
 

All three synoptic gospels relate this miracle of Jesus. There are slight variations in some details, 

but we can safely believe Mark’s account as an eyewitness of this event. Bartimaeus was indeed 

a pitiful figure to behold. Blind and clad in ragged garments with no means to support himself, 

he had to resort to begging on the road to keep himself alive. Hearing that Jesus was passing by, 

and undoubtedly aware of whom He was, he cried out “Jesus thou son of David, have mercy on 

me.” Spurned by the crowd and told to hold his peace, only caused him to repeat his pitiful 

request with greater fervor. But Jesus heard him. He always hears and seeks His sheep that are 

wretched and poor and blind, and by grace know themselves as such. Jesus asked him, “What 

wilt thou that I should do unto thee?” knowing full well what he wanted. “Lord, that I might 

receive my sight,” he responded. Let that be our request, as well, dear reader! As Bartimaeus by 

faith received his sight and cast off his beggar’s rags, may we pray that our spiritual eyes may be 

opened to the wonders of His grace, discard the filthy rags of our own righteousness, and cast 

ourselves at His feet for mercy, pardon, and peace. Sing Psalter 117:1 and 4. 

 

July 30 Read Mark 11:12-14, 20-24 
 

On Monday of the Passion Week, Jesus and His disciples left Bethany and were on their way to 

Jerusalem. We read that Jesus was hungry and saw in the distance a fig tree having leaves, even 

though it was too early in the season to really have leaves, much less ripe figs. Upon examining 

the tree and finding no fruit, Jesus pronounced a curse upon it saying, “No man eat fruit of thee 

hereafter forever.” On the following day they passed by the same tree and saw that it was dead 

from the roots upward. We believe this represents the unbelieving Jewish nation who according 

to outward appearance seemed to indicate that they bore fruit. They boasted in appearance and 

outward observance of the law, but forsook the true principle of the law to love God and their 

neighbor in sincerity. Jesus pronounced a curse upon them so that as a nation they will be barren 

and wither and die. Jesus used this example to excite faith and confidence in His own disciples 

and therefore also to us. Let us never be guilty of “Having a form of godliness, but denying the 

power thereof” (II Tim. 3:5). Instead by God’s grace, cling to him in true faith and bring forth 

much fruit. Sing Psalter 25:1-4. 

 

July 31 Read John 21:1-14 
 

The disciples remained in Jerusalem for at least a week after Jesus’ death and resurrection and 

then made their way into Galilee in compliance with Jesus’ earlier words that He would meet 

them there after He was risen. They didn’t fully understand all these events and their 

significance, and so, discouraged and weary of waiting, they decided to forsake their discipleship 

and return to their former occupation as fishermen. Despite the fact that they were experienced 

fishermen, they toiled all night and caught nothing. Suddenly toward morning, Jesus appeared 

near them on the shore and after hearing them say they caught nothing, instructed them to cast 

out their net once again. We all know the result. At the word of Jesus a large number of fish 

miraculously entered the net. Didn’t they remember that Jesus told them that they would be 

fishers of men? The disciples and the church today must not be discouraged and not seek to cast 

the net of the Word in their own strength. But preach the Word they must! That Word will draw 
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the chosen fish into the net. All the elect will be gathered by that Word for it cannot fail. Let us 

then, dear reader, be diligent hearers of that Word and by God’s grace hear our Savior say, 

“Come and dine.” Sing Psalter 337:1, 2 and 4. 
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