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Dr. Peter Hammond, the leader of the Christian Frontline Fellowship in Africa, has been 

in Nigeria several times and wrote about this country in Frontline Fellowship News (Cape 

Town). He also gave the pictures for publication. 

He said that Nigeria is a country of contrasts and conflict. Like Sudan, Nigeria has a 

Muslim north and a Christian south. However, unlike Sudan, in Nigeria it is the Christians who 

are the majority. Also, just as Sudan is the largest country (2,503,890 square kilometers) in 

Africa, so Nigeria is the largest nation (120 million people in 490 ethnic groups). In fact, Nigeria 

has more Christians, and more Muslims, than any other country in Africa. 

Dr. Hammond took a picture of the Grand Mosque in the Capital, Abuja. Built with 

Mideast oil money, the dome is gold plated. 

In the northern states (provinces) in Nigeria Christians have been severely persecuted. 

Literally hundreds of churches have been destroyed and thousands of Christians murdered in 

recent years. 

One popular book, which is widely circulated amongst the Muslims in Nigeria, declares: “Priests 

in their churches should of course be killed without any exception.” And “they should not build a 

church, nor leave one standing in an area controlled by the Muslims, if it is Muslim by force. 

Christians should not be allowed to hinder Muslims from being accommodated at their churches 

day or night. Gongs and bells should be hidden; no religious rights should be public. Christians 

should not display their religious convictions openly. We are absolutely certain about declaring a 

person to be a kafir who belies or denies any of the foundations of the Shari’a or anything that is 

known by certainty to have been a deed by The Messenger.” This is quoted from “The Sign of 

the Sword” (1984) by Shaykh Abdalqadir Al-Murabit. The picture shows a Muslim woman 

walking past the ruins of a church building wrecked by Muslim mobs. 

Well circulated in Nigeria is “The Programme” adopted by the World Islamic 

Organization at a conference, in 1974, in Mecca. Here it is: 

 

a) Muslim organizations should set up centers to resist Christian missionary 

activities. 

b) Islamic radio and TV stations should be established. 

c) All Christian activities, no matter the secular expression, should be stopped. 

d) Christian hospitals, orphanages, schools and universities should be taken over. 

e) Muslims organizations should set up intelligence centers about Christian 

activities. 

f) All Christian literature should be banned in Muslim countries. 

 

1975, when General Murtaia Muhammed overthrew General Yakubu Gowon, was the 

beginning of the implementation of this program in Nigeria. Many streets bearing Christian 

names were changed to Muslim names. Christian schools and hospitals were taken over by the 

state. Arabic inscriptions and emblems began to appear on Nigeria’s currency notes and on 

emblems of the Nigerian Armed Forces. 

At the Islam in Africa Conference in Abuja (1989) the Resolution issued at the conclusion 

of the conference declared their determination. “To show the whole world that Nigeria is truly an 



Islamic nation, to support the establishment and application of the Shari’a, to ensure the 

appointment of only Muslims into strategic national and international posts of member nations. 

To eradicate in all its forms and ramifications all non-Muslim religions in member nations (such 

religions shall include Christianity) to ensure that only Muslims are elected to political posts of 

all member nations. 

To ensure the declaration of Nigeria (the 24th African and 46th world member of the 

OIC) a Federal Islamic Suttanate, to ensure the ultimate replacement of all Western forms of 

legal and judicial systems with the Shari’a in all member nations, to write the history of Islam in 

Africa and of Muslims and their institutions from authentic Islamic viewpoint, to propagate the 

knowledge of Islam throughout the continent, to call on Muslims to review the syllabi in the 

various educational institutions with a view to bringing them into conformity with Islamic ideals, 

goals and principles and to serve the needs of their community, to encourage the teaching of 

Arabic language, which is the language of the Qu’ran as well as the lingua-franca of the 

continent and to strive for the restoration of the use of Arabic, to establish strong economic ties 

between African Islamic countries and other parts of the Muslim world in order to facilitate 

mutual resistance and cooperation, based on Islamic principles” (issued Nov. 28, 1989). 

You see here a monument of a soldier, to remember, that between 1967 and 1970 Nigeria 

suffered a vicious civil war. The Federal forces, under Muslim control, slaughtered or 

systematically starved to death millions of Christian Igbos in the Biafran war. 

This was only the beginning of the misery for the Christians ten years later. (See the 

picture of one of the hundreds of churches burned down by Muslim mobs in 2003.) 

The Chairman of the Bureau for Islamic Propagation, Bashir Othman Tola (a presidential 

candidate), declared: “These dangerous devils, calling themselves Christians…we Muslims 

cannot sacrifice our religion or our self respect for any type of peaceful coexistence. It is time to 

begin the offensive. Let us begin by proclaiming Friday as our Sabbath. Do away with the 

Christian Red Cross symbol. Let us found our own Islamic Jihad of Nigeria, to counteract the 

evil machinations of the Christian Association of Nigeria. Let us act right now!!!” 

The Muslim Brothers issued this statement which declared as their objective: “The 

establishment of the Shari’a of Alland the destruction of Kafir from the face of the earth. It is this 

Kafir system which gives these slaves (Christians) all. It puts them on the same level, it even 

raised the Christians higher than the Muslims. It is also necessary that we rise and destroy 

oppressors and the Kafir system. Ulamas should rise up and take the lead for the annihilation of 

Kafir. Oh, we are tired of Kafir system of government, Jewish laws and decrees. All the 

Christians must be brought out to public and be shot. From now on, Thursdays and Fridays must 

be work-free days. Fight them till there remains no tumult (fitna) on the face of the earth, and 

religion (way of life) becomes for Allah alone.” 

Recently Dr. Hammond visited in Nigeria: Lagos, Jos, Gboko and Abuja. He saw the 

numerous churches that have been damaged, vandalized and burned down by Muslim mobs. He 

received many heart-rending reports of Christians murdered by Muslims. Federal forces had 

been sent in to restore order. They burned even more farms and houses! The units sent were 

predominantly Muslim or under Muslim control, so rather than restoring order, they joined in the 

assaults against the Christians, massacring whole villages. In Vaase, 1200 civilians were killed 

by these Muslim Federal forces. In Taraba state, up to 100 churches were destroyed by Muslim 

mobs. The long-suffering Tiv people rose up and resisted, fighting back. Over 80% of the 

schools in Tivland are owned by the churches. However, none have a Christian curriculum. 

There is a desperate need for Christian textbooks. 



In the last few weeks, numerous reports came across the desk of Dr. Peter Hammond, 

about the violence against Christians in Nigeria and the volatile situation surrounding the first 

presidential elections. Muslim officials controlled the visa departments of the Nigerian embassies 

and caused numerous delays. Visitors of the nation without a visa previously approved can 

receive stiff penalties. But the Christians impress Dr. Hammond each time with their warm 

hospitality and their enthusiasm for worship and the Word. 

He conducted a Muslim Evangelism Workshop and Reformation Conference in Jos, as 

well as presenting leadership training at Mount Carmel Christian School and ministering on the 

state radio. In Gboko, he was able to present another Muslim evangelism workshop in the 

community center. All in all, he delivered 20 different PowerPoint presentations, in addition to 

sermons, radio and film evangelism. 

A Christian action was formed and plans made for conducting biblical worldview 

seminars, summits and Great Commission courses in Nigeria. 

Despite the stresses of continual Islamic pressure and persecution, the mature and 

dynamic churches in Nigeria are standing firm and reaching out vigorously to their Muslim 

neighbors. 

The conflict between the Cross and the Crescent in Nigeria is intensifying. Muslim 

nations are pouring in vast millions of dollars to fund the construction of Mosques, Madressas 

and Muslim schools, and to promote Shari’a Law throughout Nigeria. 

The Christians are responding by establishing more churches and Christian schools and 

through literature and radio ministry. They need to receive encouragement, prayers and support. 

Dr. Hammond has the opportunity in Nigeria to roll back the Islamic offensive. 

One meeting in Gboko went on for six hours without a break. The Lord’s children there have a 

strong evangelistic concern and missionary vision. Many were expressing their frustration and 

disappointment that their government was not standing with the suffering people of Zimbabwe, 

but rather supporting the dictator, Mugabe. 

It was remembered that previous Nigerian governments had supported other tyrants such 

as Idi Amin who, while Chairman of the Organization of African Unity, was massacring 

Christians in his country. Many hundreds of thousands of Christians were murdered under Idi 

Amin’s brutal regime. 

Similarly, during Mengistu’s “Red Terror” in Ethiopia, Samora Machel’s persecution of 

the churches in Mozambique and Augustino Neto’s reign of terror in Angola; these tyrants were 

well received and supported throughout Africa, including in Nigeria. 

Of greatest concern to the Nigerian Christians is the threat of Shari’a Law from the 

Muslims. 

In the town of Jos, on September 7, 2001, for example, during Friday afternoon prayers, a 

Muslim mob beat a pregnant Christian woman to death. They claimed that she had walked past 

them while they were bowed in prayer, outside the Mosque. In rage, they got up from their 

prayer mats and savagely beat her, killing both the woman and her unborn child. Not satisfied 

with this innocent blood, these Muslims then went on the rampage down the main street in Jos, 

burning churches, shops and homes. Many hundreds of Christians were beaten, shot or hacked to 

death. The next day, the Christians rallied and stood firmly together, resisting the Islamic attacks. 

More Christians poured in from the surrounding villages, some wearing traditional regalia and 

brandishing spears and machetes. Vicious hand-to-hand fighting took place on the streets, and 

many firearms were captured from the Muslims. Some Christians counter-attacked. Over 6,000 



people were killed. The Muslims were completely defeated and many fled north. Throughout this 

conflict the police and the army were unseen—barricaded in their barracks. 

Upon investigation, it was revealed that the Muslim community had been planning this 

attack for many months, stockpiling weapons and ammunition. They were looking for a pretext 

to trigger their assault. The Christian woman walking past the Mosque was seized as an ideal 

opportunity for them to initiate their attack. What they had not expected was such fierce 

resistance from the Christians. Many Muslims said that they had never expected the Christians to 

fight back. 

Dr. Hammond said that the Christians in Jos related to him numerous examples of the 

Lord’s protection. A truck carrying weapons for Muslims crashed outside Jos, spilling and 

revealing a weapons cache. There have been numerous other Muslim plots which have been 

exposed. 

But here you see where the Tiv people live. Here the Gospel was first established by 

South African reformed missionaries in 1903. Now, for the last 100 years these Tiv people have 

resisted Islam day to day. In Gboko, they related to Dr. Hammond testimonies of how the 

Muslim Hausa and Fulani people attacked their homes and churches, burning down entire 

communities. When the army was sent in, they burned even more houses. 

There is a great potential for Christian radio ministry in Nigeria. Over 85% of the 

population have a shortwave radio receiver and even more have access to FM. However, while 

both local and international broadcasts are used by Christians, the government has yet to allow 

an establishment of a Christian radio station inside Nigeria. 

Travel in Nigeria involves passing through many military checkpoints. You need some 

polite smiles and patience, but that is how the churches in Nigeria have become a significant 

missionary sending force. It is a fact that there are about 600 Nigerian missionaries serving in 

other lands, and thousands of Nigerian missionaries working within Nigeria, crossing linguistic 

and religious barriers to plant the gospel in other communities. There are over 160 bible colleges 

and theological seminaries in Nigeria, however, most of these desperately need more quality 

Christian textbooks and qualified lecturers. 

The government-controlled schools make provision for religious education. There are 

15,000 Christian religious teachers in the state schools and they have great opportunities, but 

very limited resources. Many hundreds of Christian schools have been launched by local 

churches, but they don’t have Christian school textbooks and biblical worldview training. 

In Lagos many people are dressed in Muslim robes, because the heat is stifling and humid. Like 

in Arab nations the traffic goes on the right-hand side of the road (dusty, crowded and pot-holed). 

The Christian churches in Nigeria are dynamic and everywhere one sees signs of growth 

and new buildings under construction (brick as well as concrete). Dr. Hammond said the names 

of the various congregations give one an insight into the dynamic faith of the Nigerians: Deeper-

life Bible Church, Full Gospel Church, Evangelical Church of West Africa, Victory Faith 

Church, The Triumphant Church, Solid Rock Fellowship, Power Revival Ministries, and so 

many others. 

The reformed Dr. Peter Hammond is the head of the Frontline Fellowship in Cape Town, 

South Africa, and works in many countries all over Africa, spreading the gospel for many years. 

He provided information and photographs for this article about Nigeria. 
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