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Dear Rev. Laning 
 

I am glad for this question and answer column in the Beacon Lights, and I hope that you 

can answer the question of someone older than a “young person.” Although I am of retirement 

age, I believe your answer might affect all of us—old and young. 

I want to know whether a church organization, such as a Bible society, will be negatively 

impacted if it starts letting go of things like officers, the keeping of minutes, and constitutions 

with rules governing how the organization does its business. There seems to be a great trend 

these days toward “no formal organization” of groups. To me this seems a dangerous way to go. 

Would you comment on this? 

 

Thank you, 

 

Natalie Jefferson 

Southwest PR Church 

 

Dear Natalie 
 

I very much appreciate your letter. 

Let me begin by saying that a group of believers obviously can profit from gathering 

together informally and discussing the Scriptures. But there are reasons why, historically, our 

Bible societies were set up the way they were. Let us just take the constitution, for example. 

Some, if not all, of these constitutions state that at least the first portion of the society meeting 

will be spent studying, not a topic, but a specific portion of Scripture. There is a reason for this. 

In this way the group is led to dig more into the Scriptures themselves; whereas a study of a 

practical topic, although profitable when done well, can easily degenerate into a rather surface 

discussion of one’s own ideas on this or that. 

A meeting that is somewhat structured can also serve to impress upon us the fact that we 

are engaged in important work, when we are gathering together for our Bible society meetings. 

When we search the Scriptures together, we are performing the duties of our office as believers. 

This is important work, and is to be taken very seriously. Therefore, it is good when our meeting 

reflects this. 

Doing away with organization and formality in society life may lead, although not 

necessarily, to doing away with it in other areas as well. We are surrounded by churches and 

denominations in which even the official worship service and the official meetings of the 

Council and Consistory are conducted in a rather unorganized and informal way. We must be 

alert to the fact that this is a very real danger. 

It is, of course, true, that there is also the danger of cold, empty formality. But the fact 

that we must beware of this danger as well should not discourage us from continuing the formal 

Bible societies that we do have. 

I thank you again for your thoughtful question, and for your concern for our Bible 

societies. 



 

In His service, 

Rev. Laning 
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