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May 1 Read Jeremiah 32:16-19; Belgic Conf., Art. 1 
 

There is only one God! Is that your confession people of God? Do you believe that with the heart 

and confess it with the mouth? That is quite a statement for us to make! Do we really believe 

that? Do we live lives that confess that? Or are we apt to put our trust in other things? Do we 

make of God less than what He really is? Look at the list of attributes again. Is this our 

confession or do we have some manmade conception of God? That God is our God is a 

wonderful idea. We must bow before Him and acknowledge Him as God. Let us pray for the 

grace to do this each and every day of our lives. Sing Psalter 266. 

 

May 2 Read Romans 1:18-25; Belgic Conf., Art. 2, Par. 1 
 

How do we know that God is God? Do we look at creation as His most elegant book? Do we 

teach our children to do this? If we do not, we miss out on the means God has placed before us to 

learn about Him. Reread Psalm 8 sometime. There the Psalmist confesses the very idea found in 

this article of the confession. One of the purposes of God’s creation is to show Him to us. Are we 

looking? For what do we use the telescope or the microscope? Is it not to see the wonders God 

has placed before us? As we walk through forests and up mountains do we not see the grandeur 

that is God’s? The rainbow is God’s testimony to us of His covenant faithfulness. Do we 

remember it? Look at the creation, people of God, and learn of God. Sing Psalter 15. 

 

May 3 Read II Timothy 3:15-17; Belgic Conf., Art. 2, Par. 2 
 

Once we have seen God in creation we must go to His Word to more clearly see who He is. We 

will never find the way of salvation in creation. We find enough to leave us without excuse, but 

to find Christ we must read His Word. That word is the lamp unto our feet and the light upon our 

paths. By using that Word we can take care not to trip on the obstacles that Satan puts before us. 

Young people, do you use the lamp God has given to us? Do you read it daily as your guide in 

this world? If you are floundering along in this world, look at the clear light of Scripture to find 

your way. Oh, this is more than a casual perusing of that Word. We must study it. We must delve 

into it to see what it has to say to us. Let us seek the Lord while He may be found by using His 

Word throughout all of our lives. Sing Psalter 334. 

 

May 4 Read II Peter 1:16-21; Belgic Conf., Art. 3 
 

We can believe what is said in that Word because we believe that it is His Word. Only faith can 

help us with that idea. It is by faith that we understand the idea of inspiration in all of its fullness. 

It is faith that helps us cling to that Word as the Word of God. It is faith that causes us to hold the 

Scriptures dear and to not try to change them. What a blessed treasure the Bible is to us, for in it 

we can find the way to salvation. God’s word is truth, and we must never try to change any of 

that truth. Manmade documents may fail or be lost, but God has and will preserve His world 

until the end of time. Thanks be to God for the gift of His Word. Sing Psalter 322. 
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May 5 Read Revelation 22:16-21; Belgic Conf., Art. 4 
 

What a wonderful thing the canon of the Scripture is! God has guided the church in the 

collection of that canon. This too is most wonderful! And now many years after the canon was 

put together we may believe that it is God’s will that we have it and use it. Some may say that 

memorizing the books of the Bible is needless. And yes, just memorizing the names is needless. 

But knowing them in order to use them is very needful for the child of God. We need to know 

that Bible better than we know any other document in our lives. We must know it because it 

contains the only way of salvation. As we confess what the Bible is, let us resolve every day to 

seek to know it in its entirety. Sing Psalter 325. 

 

May 6 Read Hebrews 11:1-6; Belgic Conf., Art. 5 
 

After confessing what the Bible is, now we confess how we may believe it. That believing is by 

faith alone. This faith is not of us but rather by God’s will. We believe the Bible as the Holy 

Spirit puts it in our hearts and souls to believe. This is a wonderful gift, for in the Bible are found 

all things necessary for our salvation. The Bible is our guidebook to lead us through this life. 

Young people, are you more than acquainted with your Bibles? Do you know them? Do you 

believe that it is the Word of God? If you do study it daily, rest assured that God will use His 

spirit to open it to you to use in your life. Sing Psalter 152. 

 

May 7 Read Psalm 19:7-11; Belgic Conf., Art. 6 
 

There are many false religions with their false Bibles. This article speaks about these. It mentions 

the Apocrypha. These books were used in the church for many years. The reformers understood 

that they were not the Word of God and must not be treated as such. Today some will use “holy 

books” from other religions such as the Koran from Islam. This we may not do either. To do this 

is not to give to the Bible its proper place in our lives. Even though we may not be tempted to 

use the Apocrypha, we might be tempted to use other so-called holy books thinking in them to 

find the way of salvation. Let us not do this. Rather let us study the Scriptures as God has given 

them to us. Sing Psalter 333. 

 

May 8 Read Romans 15:1-6; Belgic Conf., Art. 7, Par. 1 
 

We have been looking at the Scriptures as they have been given to us by God. In this article the 

author Guido DeBres points out to us the Scripture’s importance. This is a serious matter. As 

Paul states not even an angel from heaven can show us a way to salvation other than what is 

found in the Bible. At the end of time there will be many who will try to mislead us in many 

aspects of our spiritual life. Other ways of worship than what the Bible teaches will be proposed. 

Others will proclaim a different Christ. Still others will trumpet another way of salvation. We 

must know our Scriptures well to combat such attacks upon our spiritual lives. Young people, 

this is why catechism is so important. Be thankful that your consistory, minister and parents 

demand that you attend and learn your catechism. In doing so they are helping you know the 

Bible given by God for your salvation. Sing Psalter 342. 
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May 9 Read Galatians 1:6-12; Belgic Conf., Art. 7, Par. 2 
 

Yesterday we saw from this article that the way of salvation as well as many other aspects of our 

spiritual lives is to be found in the Bible. We saw that we must be warned against other so-called 

ways to salvation. We saw that these are attacks upon the holy Word of God as it is found in the 

Bible. In this paragraph we are called to “try the spirits to see whether they be from God.” Every 

type and particle of doctrine that we hear must be held up in the balances of the Scriptures. Yes, 

this takes time in our lives. But how better can we spend our time? What is more important to us 

than the way of salvation? Once we have weighed these doctrines using the perfect standard, we 

must reject that which is false. We cannot let it affect our lives. Parents, you must remove such 

offenses from your children and young peoples’ lives. Young people, you must learn how to 

apply the standard of the Bible to all that you hear. This takes grace. Let us pray for that grace 

needed to try the spirits. Sing Psalter 21. 

 

May 10 Read Matthew 3:13-17; Belgic Conf., Art. 8, Par. 1 
 

One of the more difficult aspects of doctrine to assimilate is that of the Trinity. How can one be 

three in one? What is this idea of three persons in one godhead? Yet this is a doctrine which God 

made known to us at creation. It is one that is shown during Christ’s life on this earth. It is one 

which concerns the whole of our salvation. Only when we reach our heavenly home will we truly 

understand God’s covenant life within Himself in the Trinity. But yet it is a doctrine that we must 

seek to try to understand. We must do that because God has revealed Himself in this way in the 

Bible. It is a doctrine about which there have been many errors throughout church history. We 

must learn to combat those and more as Satan seeks to attack our faith on this issue. Let us learn 

about the Trinity and pray for the full revelation of it in heaven. Sing Psalter 391. 

 

May 11 Read John 1:1-5; Belgic Conf., Art. 8, Par. 2 
 

Throughout the book of John the Holy Spirit gives to us glimpses of the truth of the Trinity. But 

these are more than glimpses; they are nuggets of pure gold! We learn about our Father in 

heaven. We see the Son who has given to us salvation. And we can know about the Spirit who is 

our comforter and abides with us day by day. In learning about each of the persons of the Trinity, 

we learn about the various parts each plays in our salvation. This should be precious to us and of 

utmost importance since our whole salvation rest upon a proper understanding of the doctrine of 

the Trinity. This understanding only comes by much study and prayer. Let us seek to learn about 

God Triune—the three in one! Sing Psalter 200. 

 

May 12 Read Genesis 1:26-31; Belgic Conf., Art. 9, Par. 1-4 
 

In the last article we learned about what the Trinity is. In this article we learn about the proof for 

this doctrine. First of all as we have said before, we have the testimony of Scripture. This article 

impresses upon us the importance of knowing and believing the Scriptures. Yes, we must do this 

about all doctrine, but we can especially do it with this one. By searching the Bible we can find 

many places which give to us much instruction about the Trinity. Secondly, God uses the 

working of the three persons of the Trinity in our lives as witness to us about its veracity. As we 

examine the way God has led us, we can see the working of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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Examine Scripture, people of God, and then examine your lives. God will leave no doubt in our 

minds that He is really three persons in one Godhead. To know this is to know about the 

covenant that He first of all has within Himself, but also that covenant of grace which He has 

established with us. Sing Psalter 287. 

 

May 13 Read Acts 2:29-36; Belgic Conf., Art. 9, Par. 5-6 
 

As we have stated before, this idea of the Trinity has been under attack since sin first entered the 

world. Satan does not like this idea. Satan wants nothing to do with that which gives only God 

the glory. Throughout church history man has sought to weaken this doctrine in order to weaken 

the importance of God Himself in our lives. The church of the new dispensation has been 

speaking about this doctrine. Peter did on Pentecost. Other church fathers composed creeds 

which set forth this doctrine against errors that had reared their ugly heads. We, too, must seek to 

know this doctrine, to identify error against it, and to fight against such errors in our lives and in 

the life of the church. Sing Psalter 326. 

 

May 14 Read John 1:6-14; Belgic Conf., Art. 10 
 

The second person of the Trinity is our Lord Jesus Christ. It is in His person that our salvation 

was accomplished. He is, as Scripture testifies, true and eternal God. But He, for our salvation, 

took upon Himself a weakened human nature yet without sin and suffered all the torments of this 

earthly life for us. When we make Jesus less than God we void our own salvation. What an evil 

that is! What disastrous results that will bring to us! With the church of all ages we must confess 

that Jesus is the Son of God. We must do this in the realization that God ordained this way for 

our salvation. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift! Sing Psalter 302. 

 

May 15 Read John 14:25-31; Belgic Conf., Art. 11 
 

In this article we confess that the Holy Spirit also is true and eternal God. This has not always 

been the testimony of every one in the church. The Eastern Orthodox Church, for example, has 

repudiated this doctrine. The result for them is a lifeless church. The Holy Spirit gives to us life. 

He is the breath of God. He was present at creation. He was present at Jesus’s baptism. He has 

been given to us as our comforter. He never leaves us. By the operation of the Holy Spirit in our 

hearts we believe all that God has imparted to us in His Word. By the operation of the Holy 

Spirit we have assurance of our salvation. People of God, do we not feel the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit? Thank God who gives to us the comforter through Christ. Sing Psalter 389:4-6. 

 

May 16 Read Isaiah 40:25-31; Belgic Conf., Art. 12, Par. 1 
 

One of the most attacked doctrines in recent years is that of creation. Did God create all things 

by the word of His mouth or did He not? If He did not, how sure is our salvation? Not very sure! 

If you read Scripture and keep track of the many times creation, as this articles teaches, is 

mentioned, you might wonder why people do not believe biblical creation. I think the answer is 

that they simply do not want a sovereign powerful God who created all things. What do you 

want, people of God of all ages? Do you want a powerful God who with His breath created all 

things, or do you want a weak God who may not be able to accomplish your salvation? You 
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cannot have both. By God’s grace let us know and believe in and confess a God who created all 

things by His word. Sing Psalter 85. 

 

May 17 Read Hebrews 1:1-7; Belgic Conf., Art. 12, Par. 2, 3 
 

People of God, what do you know about angels? Do yours have wings and feathers and perch on 

your shoulders? We believe that God created spiritual beings called angels. Some with Satan fell 

and work against God and His church. Others serve as ministering spirits at God’s bidding for 

the elect’s sake. The angels are interested in our salvation. They desire to see the church brought 

together in the new heavens and new earth. They fight with Satan over the very believers’ bodies, 

as is the testimony of Jude. They fight for our good as we read in Daniel. Someday we will join 

they angels praising our most excellent God. Sing Psalter 279. 

 

May 18 Read James 4:13-17; Belgic Conf., Art. 13, Par. 1 
 

How does God uphold the creation? Has He just left it to fend for itself like a wound up clock? 

That was the belief of many early American leaders such as Thomas Jefferson and others. These 

Deists had a very shallow view of God’s care for His creation. No, according to this article we 

believe that God upholds all things so that not even a hair cannot fall from our heads. We believe 

that He controls every step that we take. We also believe that nothing is left to chance, fate, or 

luck. All things are in God’s hand. Do you believe that people of God? Do we live that way? Do 

we teach our children and young people to live that way? If we do not, we take from God a part 

of His majesty. Let us never be guilty of that sin. Sing Psalter 286. 

 

May 19 Read Genesis 50:15-21; Belgic Conf., Art. 13, Par. 2, 3 
 

What a comfort it is to know that all things are in the hands of God! If we did not believe this, 

we would have no hope at all. If we thought things happened by good or bad fortune, where 

would that leave us? We would not be able to have confidence in even our next breath much less 

than in our salvation! We would believe that Satan might be able to defeat God and that we 

would all go lost? What kind of comfort does that dualistic belief have for us? None whatsoever! 

God’s providence affords to us the confidence that as we live our lives in this earth God will take 

care of us. We teach our children this. Our littlest ones can believe that God will take care of 

them. Do we? Sing Psalter 11. 

 

May 20 Read Genesis 2:1-7; Belgic Conf., Art. 14, Par. 1 
 

In this article are treated three aspects of man. First of all we have his creation, secondly, his fall, 

and finally, his total depravity. As God finished creation week, He ended with the crown-man. 

Man was created in God’s image out of the dust of the ground. Like all the other works of 

creation he was created good. But man was different. He was created with the goodness, 

righteousness, and holiness of God’s image. He was created as the king of creation and the 

friend-servant of God. In his creation he was to subject his will to God’s will. Imagine, if you 

can, that day in Eden. And then imagine, again if you can, that day in paradise when we will be 

renewed to God’s image, not in principle as we have it now but in the perfection which will be 

found in heaven. Sing Psalter 268. 
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May 21 Read Genesis 3:1-7; Belgic Conf., Art. 14, Par. 1 
 

From the perfection which we considered yesterday we now go to the blackness of sin. Adam did 

not stay in the state of perfection, but rather, took things into his own hands and tried to be as 

God. Just as Satan rebelled in heaven, so Adam rebelled on earth. He took those most excellent 

gifts and ground them under his heel. In doing so he subjected himself and all mankind to the 

blackness of sin. Is there no hope? By God’s grace there is. As we will discover, God would 

provide His Son for all of His people. What Adam spoiled, Christ would renew by His obedience 

and blood. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. Sing Psalter 103. 

 

May 22 Read I Corinthians 2:11-14; Belgic Conf., Art. 14 Par. 2 
 

As we saw yesterday Adam’s sin left the whole human race in sin. In doing so we have become 

slaves to sin in our old man. There is nothing that we can do to rescue ourselves. We are in a pit 

of which we have no ability to extricate ourselves. Is there no hope? Indeed of ourselves there is 

not. But thanks be to God who provided a way of escape from that pit! While it is true that the 

way of escape is impossible to us mere mortals, with God nothing is impossible. Christ is the 

way even as we read in John 14:6. What we cannot do ourselves; Christ has accomplished for us. 

Thanks be to thee, O heavenly Father. Sing Psalter 140. 

 

May 23 Romans 5:12-16; Belgic Conf., Art. 15 
 

The confession continues on and instructs us about our sin. Some may feel that sin has too much 

emphasis in the creeds. If that is you, I urge you to return to the Scriptures and read what the 

Scriptures say about sin. Read both the Old and New Testaments. Each of them testifies to the 

genuine character of sin. Each will show us how sin has overcome our natures. We read that even 

our best works are polluted with sin. We are sinners at birth, and we die in our sin. But those 

same Scriptures do not leave us without hope. As we have discovered before, we will be 

delivered without spot or wrinkle before the throne of God’s majesty. This is not of ourselves but 

only through the blood of the Lamb. Sing Psalter 143. 

 

May 24 Romans 8:28-30; Belgic Conf., Art. 16 
 

We have been considering our escape from sin. This is a very personal matter. God does not just 

save anyone. No, He does not consider our lineage, He does not consider our worth, and He does 

not consider our future value. God, out of His good pleasure, chooses some from mankind to be 

His people. This is not a popular notion today. This does not fit with many people’s idea of God. 

But these people do not consider the truth of God’s Word. As we study that Word we can find 

many texts which are very explicit about the truth of the doctrine of election and reprobation. It 

is nothing of man’s doing. It is all of God. Thanks be to God. Sing Psalter 166:1-3 

 

May 25 Read Genesis 3:8-15; Belgic Conf., Art. 17 
 

Today’s text contains the first promise of the Savior. Genesis 3:15 is often known as the mother 

promise. From the black depths of the first part of today’s reading verse 15 provides a shining 
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light for God’s people. God promised a Savior to those who had thrown themselves into the 

black pit of sin. But this Savior was for more than Adam and Eve. This Savior was for Abel and 

Seth and all who would follow in their spiritual line. People of God, this is the gospel. This is the 

good news of salvation. Young people, does this good news have any meaning for you? It should 

if you have been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Sing Psalter 82. 

 

May 26 Read Matthew 1:18-25; Belgic Conf., Art. 18 
 

The Belgic Confession goes on to detail what kind of Savior God would provide for His people. 

This Savior would be truly God and truly man. He would be the only begotten son of the Father. 

What love God has for us sinners that He sent His only Son to die the accursed death of the 

cross. But this Savior would also be man. Why? Man had sinned; those sins were required of 

man. Jesus, through the Virgin Mary, took a human nature upon Himself for our sakes. Does that 

leave us speechless and extremely humble? It should. Let us confess the true nature of our Savior 

and never exchange it for another. Sing Psalter 243:1-2. 

 

May 27 Read John 17:1-5; Belgic Conf., Art. 19, Par. 1 
 

As we read through this part of the confession we may want to throw up our hands in despair for 

a lack of understanding. But as we read John 17 we see the depths of this truth. God sent His Son 

who was divine to this earth and had Him assume a human nature in order that we may obtain 

salvation and a final resurrection. Jesus earthly body was necessary in order that we might have a 

heavenly body in the final glory. Does this not tell us how great our God is? Great is the LORD 

and greatly to be praised! May this be our cry now and forever. Sing Psalter 303. 

 

May 28 Read John 20:11-18; Belgic Conf., Art. 19, Par. 2 
 

The first paragraph of this article deals with the abstract theology of Christ’s redemptive work on 

our behalf. This second paragraph details Christ’s actual work on the cross. While we were not 

present in body, in principle we, too, heard Him cry out to His heavenly Father. Each of His cross 

words not only condemns us in our sins but also gives to us life. Christ in His human nature bore 

the wrath of God for our sins into the depths of hell, Christ’s divine nature made it possible for 

Him to bear that wrath of God. In His divine nature He commended His spirit to His Father. 

Why? There is only one reason. He loved us so much that He endured all the pains of the cross 

on account of our sins. Are we grateful for such a sacrifice? Sing Psalter 29. 

 

May 29 Read Romans 8:31-34; Belgic Conf., Art. 20 
 

After confessing the truths of the past two articles, we may wonder what type of God we confess. 

This article answers that question. Our God is one in which both justice and mercy are present. 

God’s justice had to be met because man had sinned and had become worthy of death and hell. 

But God is also merciful in that He provided a way for His elect. That way was Christ. People of 

God, again we must pause and ponder the wonder of our salvation. It is completely undeserved. 

Let us rest in the comfort of God’s mercy each and every day of our lives. Sing Psalter 232. 

 

May 30 Read Isaiah 53:1-7; Belgic Conf., Art. 21, Par. 1 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Matthew+1:18-25
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=John+17:1-5
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=John+17
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=John+20:11-18
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Romans+8:31-34
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Isaiah+53:1-7


 

From man’s point of view what an awful picture is shown here and in Isaiah 53. It is a picture 

which should reduce the most hardened man to tears. By nature we are all hardened criminals. 

By nature we chant “Crucify Him!” By the grace of God we see in this awful picture the beauty 

of God’s way of salvation. Can we understand the depths of the suffering Christ underwent for 

us? Not in this life as each day we fall into sin. But the day will come when all things will be 

made new and we will see the glorious Christ who emptied Himself for us. Let us await that day 

watching and praying for the return of our Lord. Sing Psalter 47:1, 4 & 5. 
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