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Why A Reformed Believer May Not Attend The Movie, “The Passion Of The Christ” And How 

To Witness To Those Who Defend This Movie 

 

“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose 

eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?” (Galatians 3:1). 

 

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 

Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13). 

 

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 

world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” (Galatians 6:14). 

 

Many professing Christians will attend, praise and promote the movie on the basis of a “religious 

experience.” 

 

No one should attend this movie. Attendance would be a sin against our precious Savior, Jesus 

Christ. Following are the reasons why: 

 

I.   This movie is blasphemous and we become guilty of that blasphemy by viewing the movie. 

We also become guilty of supporting this work financially by attending. 

 

A.   It is blasphemy for a sinful human, the actor, to impersonate the sinless, glorious Christ. 

 

1.   We cannot separate Christ’s divine nature from His human nature; therefore an actor 

who portrays Jesus also portrays God. This violates both the 1st and 2nd 

commandment. 

 

2.   Christ is now risen and in heaven with His Father. It is wicked to portray Him in His 

earthly flesh when he is now glorified. II Cor. 5:16 refers to those who knew Jesus in 

the flesh, that they could no longer know him in that way (in the flesh.) 

 

B.   It is blasphemous to portray or dramatize the sufferings of Christ. 

 

1.   Man’s portrayal will only minimize the great work of this “once for all” sacrifice. 

 

a.  The suffering of Christ was unique. To re-enact this event is to spoil the work of 

God. It is impossible to reproduce the “suffering” of our Savior. 
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b.   Christ suffered and died once. He said, “It is finished.” It can not and should 

not be repeated. 

 

II.   To attend this movie is disobedience to God’s will (2nd commandment) that we learn of God 

and our salvation only from His Word and the preaching of His Word. This movie is not being 

promoted as “entertainment.” It is being promoted as a “religious experience,” “religious 

education,” or an “evangelism tool.” 

 

A.   The Bible teaches that it is God’s pleasure to teach of Himself by the Word and the 

preaching of the Word. (Gal. 3:1) 

 

1.   The second commandment (Heidelberg Catechism QA 96 & 98) teaches that God 

may not be represented with images and that God will not teach us by “dumb images, 

but by the lively preaching of His Word.” 

 

B.   The movie falsely teaches about Christ and His sufferings. 

 

1.   The director uses extra-biblical writings and teachings based on the visions of the 

mystic nun, Anne Catherine Emmerich as a basis for some of the movie. 

 

2.   The movie leaves the impression that Christ’s sufferings were mainly physical. The 

Bible does not emphasize the physical suffering because it does not compare to the 

spiritual suffering that occurred (this could never be re-enacted or captured on film). 

 

3.   The movie doesn’t even address the fact that the curse meant that Christ was 

abandoned by God. Christ took on our sins, our curse, and, therefore deserved to be 

abandoned by God. Instead of the words, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken 

me?” the mere expression, “My God!” is used. 

 

III. To attend this movie is to expose one’s self to Roman Catholic teachings about Christ, the 

cross, and salvation. Roman Catholic doctrine is false doctrine. The movie is Roman Catholic 

propaganda, even being released on the Roman Catholic Holy Day, Ash Wednesday. 

 

A.   The movie dwells on “Maryology”. Mary plays a prominent role in the film and it 

emphasizes her part as mediator alongside Jesus. 

 

B.   The teachings of the Roman Catholic Mass are subtly taught. 

 

1.   A goblet is shown catching the blood of Jesus showing that they indeed drink the 

blood of Christ. 

 

2.   Mary kisses the bloody body of Jesus and comes away with blood on her lips 

again emphasizing the drinking of blood. 
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C.   The movie teaches the Roman Catholic doctrine that Christ’s suffering is never finished. 

Jesus must be crucified again—in Mass, again—in the movie, and again through the 

Crucifix (Roman Catholic image of Jesus on the cross). 

 

D.   This is all in opposition to the Bible and the Reformed confessions that refer to the mass 

as an “accursed idolatry” (Heidelberg Catechism, QA 80) because it denies the one 

sacrifice of Christ. 

 

IV.   Positively, we must go to the Word and to the preaching of the Word to know Christ and the 

work of the cross and to spiritually share in His suffering. The truth of Jesus is taught powerfully 

in His Word. Attendance of the movie will ruin and spoil our correct knowledge of Jesus and His 

suffering. 

 

A.   The images of the movie will forever be in your mind. When we reflect on God’s Word 

or pray we will see the actor, the image, and not the Christ. 

 

B.   Many who attend the movie state that they were moved to tears—a cry for Jesus and His 

pain. Jesus taught the women that they were not to weep for Him but for themselves and 

for their children. (Luke 23:27-31) 

 

C.   We are told to glory in the cross and the redemptive work that Christ performed there. 

(Gal. 6:14) Jesus death was just and deserved because of our sins. 

 

V.   Conclusions 

 

A.   The movie is evil. This subject in its dramatic form is a powerful tool of Satan that he is 

using to try to corrupt the church and lead people astray. 

 

B.   We are called to be separate from the world and apostate churches and to have no part 

with these evil works. 

 

C.   We are called to be good witnesses of the truth by not attending the movie, by letting 

people know why they should not attend the movie, and by inviting those with whom we 

speak to attend church to learn of Jesus true sufferings through the preaching of the 

gospel. 
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