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Dear Rev. Laning, 
 

In our morning devotions, our class came across Psalm 104:5, a reference to God as 

Creator. “Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed forever.” How is 

this verse connected with II Peter 3 where we read that “the earth shall be burned up” and “look 

for a new heavens and a new earth”? 

 

Mike Booth, Courtney Rus, Mr. Tom Bergman 

 

Covenant Christian High School 

 

Dear Mike, Courtney, and Mr. Bergman, 
 

I very much appreciate your question. Many commentators have passed over this 

question when writing on the Psalms. 

You are certainly correct that Psalm 104:5 must be in harmony with passages such as 

Matthew 24:35, where Christ says that this earth will “pass away,” and II Peter 3:10, which 

speaks of the elements melting with fervent heat. 

As is so often the case, our creeds point us in the right direction. Article 37 of the Belgic 

Confession says that on the last day “our Lord Jesus will come from heaven…; burning this old 

world with fire and flame, to cleanse it.” It is important for us to know and confess that the new 

earth will be the same earth that is here today, but that it will be cleansed by fire and made to be 

heavenly. Through this judgment by fire that cleanses the earth, the foundations of the earth will 

continue to stand. 

This was pictured for us in what happened at the flood. We read that “the world that then 

was, being overflowed with water, perished:” (II Peter 3:6), and yet the world emerged from this 

judgment. It was the same heaven and earth, and yet there was something different about it, so 

that we read of “the heavens and the earth, which are now” (II Peter 3:7), which are said to be 

different from the heavens and the earth which were before the flood. Similarly, in the new 

heavens and new earth we will stand upon and rule over the very same earth that we see today. 

But then the earth will be cleansed, freed from the bondage of corruption, and made to be 

heavenly. What an amazing and glorious truth this is! 

Thanks again for your very interesting question. May the Lord continue to bless and 

strengthen you as you dig into the heavenly riches that are revealed to us in Holy Scripture. 

 

Fraternally in Christ, 

 

Rev. Laning 
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