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The parables of Jesus will be the topic of our meditations this month and we will try to treat one 

each day. We realize that it is quite impossible to do full justice to them in this fashion. However, 

we will focus on the main thrust of each parable and if your interest has been stimulated, we 

recommend the book by H. C. Hanko, The Mysteries of the Kingdom available from the RFPA. 

 

April 1 Read Matthew 13:10-17 
 

As indicated in the above preface, we will study the parables, which were spoken by the Lord 

during His earthly ministry. First we must ask, what is a parable? And what is the purpose of 

preaching in parables? Many definitions have been given, but basically a parable is a type of 

instruction used by Jesus to compare or to contrast earthly and heavenly objects. A parable takes 

illustrations from the earthly creation that point to and make clear certain truths pertaining to the 

kingdom of heaven. The purpose is two fold, namely, to reveal the mysteries of the kingdom of 

heaven to God’s children, but to hide them from the wicked and unbelievers in Israel. Oh the 

wicked could understand the parables in an earthly sense and even realize that Jesus was pointing 

to them, but because they were not given faith to receive that gospel, they reacted in hate and 

unbelief. God’s Word always has a twofold effect. It hardens the hearts of the unbelievers, but 

softens the hearts of His children so that by faith they embrace the blessed gospel. May that latter 

effect be our reaction as we listen to the parables of our Lord. Psalter 99. 

 

April 2 Read I Corinthians 2:7-16 
 

Jesus declared that the purpose of parables was to reveal the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. 

Mysteries in Scripture are not some unexplainable or impenetrable deep and dark secrets. Rather 

they refer to wonders of grace in the eternal counsel of God, which He is pleased to make known 

unto us. Therefore the parables are a revelation of the kingdom of Christ. When we speak of this 

kingdom, we speak of a royal commonwealth where Christ is the absolute sovereign of a 

kingdom bestowed on Him by the Father. The subjects are His elect people, the character of this 

kingdom is spiritual, and is realized in the cross of Christ. The reason that these mysteries are hid 

from the wise and prudent is not due to the fact that they were spoken in restrictive terms 

difficult to understand, for the language is unmistakably clear. Rather, their carnal minds were 

blinded. On the other hand, the ability to perceive and understand the mysteries of God is a gift 

of grace to His people. May God so speak to us that we may spiritually discern the glorious 

truths of His kingdom. Psalter 397. 

 

April 3 Read Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 
 

In speaking this parable to the people, Jesus introduced a manner of teaching that hitherto He did 

not use. Following the presentation of the parable, Jesus also gave the interpretation of it. This is 

important in order to grasp the principles that we must follow to understand the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven. Space prevents us from treating all the aspects of this parable, but we may 

glean an important lesson at Jesus’ feet. How do you hear the preaching of the Word, dear 
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reader? Four kinds of hearers are described corresponding to the four kinds of soil. Only when 

the heart of the believer has been properly prepared by the Holy Spirit to receive that living seed 

which is the Word of God can it bring forth faith. Let us pray that the Spirit may so work in us 

that we may be diligent hearers of that Word in order that the seed of eternal life may be 

nourished in the fertile soil of our hearts. Psalter 214. 

 

April 4 Read Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

Jesus also explained this parable, of the wheat and the tares, to His disciples upon their request. 

Not only did this parable give comfort and assurance to them as they were beset by the wicked 

Jewish church leaders of that day, but it also comforts, instructs, and warns the people of God 

today. The true church has always existed side by side with the false church since its inception 

for God has His purpose in that. If the church always lived an easy life, free from trials, heresy 

and opposition from the wicked world, she would become complacent and be easy prey for the 

enemy. So God placed enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, and 

the church is called to live an antithetical life. Both must live and grow together until the harvest. 

Then the wicked shall be gathered and thrust into the eternal fires of hell, but the righteous shall 

“shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” Dear reader, do you have spiritual ears to 

hear the Word of Christ to maintain the antithesis? God grant us grace to hold fast that which we 

have. Psalter 287. 

 

April 5 Read Mark 4:30-34 
 

In close connection to the preceding parables are the ones of the mustard seed and the leaven. We 

will look for a moment at the former and listen to Jesus as He compares the kingdom of heaven 

to a grain of mustard seed. This seed is Christ Himself as He is preached in the Word of the 

gospel. Just as the mustard seed is small and insignificant in itself, so the Word of truth has 

always been despised and ignored by the masses. Most desire a word that holds forth a promise 

of heaven on earth, and men strive ceaselessly to bring this about. But the seed of the Word 

dropped in the fertile soil of the hearts of God’s people accomplishes great growth. It is never 

great in the eyes of the world for this is a spiritual kingdom. In this kingdom established by the 

righteousness of Christ through His cross, are forgiveness, unspeakable blessedness and peace 

with God. It is an eternal kingdom, an all powerful and glorious kingdom! Are you despised, 

dear reader, for your faith in that Word? Then “rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your 

reward in heaven.” Psalter 106. 

 

April 6 Read Matthew 13:33-35 
 

We saw yesterday that the kingdom of God in its outward manifestation is small and 

insignificant. Today’s parable describes the marvelous increase and growth of that kingdom by 

means of the preaching of the Word as applied by the Holy Spirit to the hearts of God’s people. 

The figure used by Jesus is that of a woman who places leaven (or yeast) in a batch of dough in 

preparation to bake loaves of bread. Just as one cannot see the hidden working of the yeast in the 

dough, so is the working of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the elect. The leaven is the same as 

the mustard seed, namely the application of the preaching of the gospel in the fertile soil of the 

regenerated heart. The nominal church makes a great show with its pompous liturgies and the 
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world brings forth its scientific wonders to establish their own kingdom. But like the hidden 

leaven, the true gospel of Christ works silently yet powerfully by the Spirit until the entire 

church of God is purified and sanctified and the final manifestation of the kingdom of heaven is 

realized. Psalter 81. 

 

April 7 Read Matthew 13:44-46 
 

These two short parables complement each other and both speak of something extremely 

valuable and costly. In the first, we see that the kingdom of heaven is likened to the treasure 

itself, whereas in the second, the emphasis is on the seeking of goodly pearls and the great cost 

involved when the flawless and incomparable pearl is found. The disciples had only an earthly 

concept of the kingdom as yet and must learn that the kingdom is spiritual and so precious that 

total sacrifice is demanded in the obtaining of it. Whether one has much earthly riches or few, he 

must be willing to give up everything for that treasure. That kingdom is essentially salvation 

itself and covenant fellowship with Christ. All its attendant blessings are bestowed on the 

citizens of that kingdom. In this life we find that treasure in the Church as she faithfully preaches 

the gospel of Christ. Are you willing to give all that you have, even your very life if necessary, 

for that treasure? Then great will be your reward of grace in heaven. Psalter 225. 

 

April 8 Read Matthew 13:47-50 
 

We immediately see some similarity in this parable to that of the tares in the field. However in 

the former, the idea is that the devil plants the wicked among the saints and they grow up 

together. This parable instructs us that the kingdom of heaven is gathered by means of a net that 

is pulled through the sea of the world. This net is the preaching of the Word, given to the Church, 

and God uses this means to gather all His elect to Himself. This sea is not limited to the Jews 

only, as His disciples thought, but encompasses all nations wherever God is pleased to send His 

Word. Whereas both good and bad fish are found in the net, so is it the same in the sphere of the 

church throughout all ages. God is pleased to gather His church, not as individuals, but 

organically in the line of generations. But in these generations there is always a carnal element 

present. God visits the sins of the fathers by cutting off these apostate generations. When the last 

elect is born and the cup of iniquity is filled by the wicked, the last day arrives and the angels 

separate the good from the bad. The wicked are cast into hell, but the faithful remnant saved by 

grace shall enter eternal glory. Let us by faith embrace that Word and thank God for so great a 

salvation. Psalter 279. 

 

April 9 Read Matthew 18:21-35 
 

This parable deals primarily with forgiveness. In response to Jesus’ teaching earlier in the 

chapter, Peter asks how many times must he forgive his brother—“till seven times?” Jesus 

answers that we must forgive without limits. Then came the parable about the servant who had 

wrongly taken millions of dollars of the king’s money for himself. Upon his request for mercy, 

the king cancelled the debt. This same man goes to his fellow servant and violently demands 

immediate payment of a loan of only a few dollars and unjustly sees that he is cast into prison. 

The lesson we are taught is that our debt to God on account of our sins is so enormous that we 

cannot possibly pay any or all of it, but that He forgives us for the sake of Christ. Having 
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experienced this forgiveness, we in turn must be more than ready and willing to forgive our 

fellow saints and show them mercy when they sin against us. If we cannot or will not do this, we 

cannot expect to receive forgiveness from God for our own mountain of sin against His Most 

High Majesty. In the way of forgiving our repentant brother whether he comes to us or we go to 

him, we will experience God’s grace and peace of forgiveness in our own hearts. As we 

commemorate the death of the Son of God on this Good Friday, may we stand in awe at the 

depth of God’s love for us. Psalter 83. 

 

April 10 Read Matthew 21:23-32 
 

This parable was occasioned by the question of the Pharisees to Jesus as to what authority He 

had to cleanse the temple. Jesus countered by asking them whether the baptism of John was from 

heaven or of men. They dared not answer and so Jesus pointedly spoke this parable about the 

willing and unwilling sons. He exposed their hypocrisy saying that when John proclaimed the 

way of righteousness, they did not believe. They religiously kept the outward aspects of the law 

but the essence, namely faith and repentance and love toward God and the neighbor, they 

rejected. The despised publicans and harlots who repented at the preaching of John would enter 

the kingdom of God, but not them unless they too repented. This was a shocking exposure of 

their self-righteousness and pride, and is a lesson for us as well. What is our response to the 

preaching of the gospel? Let us, by God’s grace humble ourselves before the cross in the way of 

repentance and forgiveness. Psalter 363. 

 

April 11 Read Matthew 21:33-44 
 

Jesus exposed the great wickedness of the chief priests and elders by this striking parable. The 

figure of a vineyard has often been used in Scripture to portray the visible manifestation of the 

church throughout history. In the old dispensation the nation of Israel was the nominal church 

and mostly wicked as the husbandmen in the parable. There was always a true remnant of the 

elect, but as the kingdom developed, sin developed with it. God’s prophets were persecuted and 

slain throughout the ages until the unspeakable crime was committed of murdering the Son of 

God. Surely this too was the fulfillment of prophecy that the chief cornerstone would be rejected. 

But rejoice, dear reader, on this resurrection Sunday because “this is the Lord’s doing, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes.” The grave could not hold our Savior. He took away our sins by His death 

and now reigns triumphantly. The wicked will all be cast into perdition, but God’s saints will live 

forever in glory. Hallelujah, He is risen! Psalter 200. 

 

April 12 Read Matthew 20:1-16 
 

This parable has many facets and men have interpreted it in many ways. We will briefly try to 

uncover the gems of truth that Jesus spoke in answer to Peter’s query about the disciples’ reward 

for following Him. It is certainly clear that God is the householder who calls through the gospel. 

This is not an offer, but a command to repent and believe and to labor in the sphere of His 

kingdom. Some answer the call for their own purposes and glory, such as the Pharisees. Others, 

although insignificant in the eyes of the world, answer this call with a regenerated heart. These 

may occupy a humble place in the church, while others are called by God to serve in higher or 

more responsible positions. In the judgment day all receive proper rewards, even the wicked 
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although theirs is one of condemnation. And the just will receive their reward in proportion to 

their works of faith, but it is all of grace alone. Let each of us strive to labor faithfully in God’s 

kingdom in whatever place God is pleased to use us. Psalter 308. 

 

April 13 Read Matthew 22:1-14 
 

What a graphic picture of the call of the gospel that is described for us today. What a powerful 

effect it accomplishes in the course of history. God the King through His servants issues both the 

external and internal call to faith and repentance. This is not an offer but a command from a 

sovereign King. To this external call, most respond by rejecting it and they stand without excuse. 

The internal call, however, comes by the Spirit irresistibly into the hearts of God’s people and the 

result is that they bow before the cross in repentance and faith. The Jewish nation was first called 

but they rejected Christ. In the New Dispensation the Church is gathered from both Jews and 

Gentiles and the elect are gathered as both the bride of Christ and the wedding feast guests. 

Mention is made of a man who did not reject the call but came without a wedding garment. The 

wedding garment, which is the righteousness of Christ alone, was cast aside, for this man was 

determined to enter based on his own merits. This is still so prevalent today. What a comfort to 

know that salvation is all of God and therefore we can look forward to being partakers of that 

glorious wedding feast all because of Christ. Psalter 211. 

 

April 14 Read Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Are you watching for the return of Christ and are you prepared for His return? The disciples were 

surprised and perplexed when Jesus foretold the destruction of the temple, and so they asked 

Him pointedly when that would happen and what would be the signs of His coming. Jesus 

responded by telling of the impending judgment and spoke the parable of the ten virgins. He 

used the figure of a wedding and the custom of the bride and her maidens to await the coming of 

the bridegroom. Then ten virgins symbolize the church as manifested in the world and the oil in 

the lamps as preparedness for Christ’s coming. Many in the church pretend that they desire the 

return of Christ, but their lives depict the opposite. In contrast, the faithful church lives in hope 

and expectation of that blessed event and therefore heeds the command “Watch therefore.” 

Although it may appear that He tarries, yet He is surely coming. The foolish and wicked will 

hear Christ say, “I know you not”, but He will take His beloved Bride to Himself in unspeakable 

glory. Let us by His grace watch and wait and be prepared for His coming. Psalter 403. 

 

April 15 Read Matthew 25:14-30 
 

As each of us looks with introspection at our place in the kingdom of God, what do we find and 

what is our attitude regarding it? We were exhorted in the previous parable to watch for our 

Lord’s return. Now Jesus explains that during this period of waiting, we must be busy and labor 

faithfully in the calling and station given to each of us. It is true that God in His wisdom gives 

each of us our own gifts and abilities to be used in His service, but the point of the parable is that 

God assigns to each person his own place in His kingdom and he is called to exercise these gifts 

properly. Whether we are a mother in the home, an elder in the church, or a common laborer, 

each man’s calling fits his abilities. There are those in the church like the wicked servant in the 

parable who in pride refuse to labor in their calling. They will receive their due punishment, but 
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the labors of the faithful will be gloriously rewarded for they enter into the joy of their Lord. 

What an incentive for you and me to pray for grace to labor faithfully in our calling. Psalter 251. 

 

April 16 Read Luke 10:25-37 
 

“And who is my neighbor?” This is the question that was put to Jesus by a Jewish leader who 

had sought to trap Jesus in His words. Jesus had already told him the principle of the law, namely 

to love God and the neighbor. Then followed the parable which actually pointed out to this self-

righteous man that he should really have said “to whom am I a neighbor?” This question comes 

to you and me also and we would do well to see what is involved in loving our neighbor. This 

love must be displayed on our part to whomever God places in our path. This love, rooted in true 

compassion, must be shown to friend or foe alike. And it must never be done for self-glory but 

always be motivated and rooted in love for God. Let us look to Christ as He describes the “Good 

Samaritan” and then heed His words, “Go, and do thou likewise.” Psalter 326. 

 

April 17 Read Luke 11:5-13 
 

“Lord, teach us to pray”, said one of Jesus’ disciples to Him. Jesus responded with the perfect 

model prayer that we know so well, and followed this with a parable about the friend at 

midnight. Not only did Jesus teach them how to pray, but by means of this parable gave them the 

assurance that their prayers would be answered. The man in the parable truly needed food from 

his neighbor to set before his famished guest and, despite a flat refusal at first, persisted until the 

neighbor complied with his request. We are not only exhorted to pray but to persevere therein for 

God is our Father and we are His children and He is delighted to answer us for the sake of His 

beloved Son. We must not pray prayers for things to satisfy our carnal desires but for our daily 

bread, that is whatever God in His wisdom has determined is good for us today. Then Jesus went 

on to say that if an earthly father gives food to his son when he asks this of him, how much more 

will our heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him. Pray, people of God. Seek 

and you will find; knock and it shall be opened to you. Psalter 186. 

 

April 18 Read Luke 12:13-21 
 

Upon what do we set our affections in this life, dear readers? Is it primarily in the acquisition of 

earthly goods and a stubborn determination to provide for a long and comfortable retirement? We 

hope this is not true, for then we are like the rich fool in the parable who was engrossed in the sin 

of covetousness. This man in his sinful folly boasted to his soul that by his own strength he 

gathered all his earthly riches. He failed to realize that these things were really not his at all but 

given him to be used in the service of God. How easy it is for us to fall into this same sinful 

thought. Jesus warns us that a man’s life does not consist in an abundance of earthly possessions, 

but it does consist of faithful stewardship. It consists of heavenly treasures that will last eternally. 

Essentially this treasure is Christ and all the benefits He bestows upon us by His Spirit. Shall we 

not then by His grace seek these riches? Then when our soul is required of us, we stand naked in 

ourselves, but fully clothed with the righteousness of our Savior. Psalter 383. 

 

April 19 Read Luke 13:1-9 
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After hearing Jesus speak in the previous chapter of judgments that men rightly receive for their 

sins, some Jews related to Jesus the monstrous crime of Pilate who murdered certain Galileans in 

the temple. We may rightly assume that their purpose was to condemn these victims as great 

sinners, while smugly imagining themselves as far better. Jesus deflated their ego immediately 

by declaring that unless they repent, they too were as guilty. Then follows the parable of the 

barren fig tree that points to the nation of Israel. All through their history they were wondrously 

led by God who continually led them, delivered them, fed them, and preached to them. But the 

majority repeatedly rejected God in wicked unbelief. God always preserved a remnant, but the 

nation as a whole brought no fruits of repentance and made themselves ripe for judgment. In 

perfect justice this barren fig tree will be cut down when their cup of iniquity is full. They knew 

what God justly demanded but they despised His word and hence are without excuse. May we by 

God’s grace not rebel but walk in daily repentance and experience the mercy of God’s 

forgiveness in Christ. Psalter 366. 

 

April 20 Read Luke 14:7-11 
 

Is there anyone who is not guilty of the sin of pride? The dictionary defines it as inordinate self-

esteem. We may think that this does not apply to us, but we had better think again, for pride is 

really at the root of all sin. The Pharisees in the parable were singled out as being particularly 

proud. These vain men prided themselves in keeping the letter of the law and considered 

themselves better than the average person. We can and do so easily fall into this sin as well. Jesus 

points out how grievous this is by saying that whosoever exalts himself shall be abased. Then in 

mercy He adds that he who humbles himself shall be exalted. How can we do that? Only by the 

power of regenerating grace and prayer can we strive to humble ourselves and plead the merits of 

our Savior who humbled Himself even to the death of the cross for our sakes. Psalter 141. 

 

April 21 Read Luke 14:16-24 
 

This is the second parable that Jesus spoke during the ceremonial meal at a Pharisee’s house. The 

first dealt with the pride they displayed by desiring the chief seats. Now Jesus points out their 

purely selfish motive in inviting their kinsmen and rich neighbors to dine in order that they might 

receive an invitation in return. This parable points to the glorious banquet feast in heaven. God 

through the call of the gospel commands all men to faith and repentance. That some come and 

others refuse is due to the two-edged effect of the sword of the Word. The rich and mighty of this 

world have no use for the Word and make all sorts of excuses and refusals. God has chosen the 

poor and despised remnant and mercifully compels them to come to the table by His efficacious 

and sovereign grace. He justly banishes the wicked from this feast but makes room for those who 

come by the way of the cross and who are poor in spirit. Do you hear this call of the gospel dear 

reader? Come to this supper in heartfelt sorrow for sin and you will be assured of a place even 

now. Psalter 7. 

 

April 22 Read Luke 15:1-7 
 

This is the first of three parables that deal with the finding and restoration of the lost sinner. All 

are similar, but different in emphasis. Because the gospel of Jesus attracted publicans and 

sinners, the Pharisees were only too glad to see this. It gave credence to their judgment of Jesus 
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as an imposter for what type of a Messiah, which they pictured, would seek and receive such 

people as these. Jesus responded with the parable of the lost sheep and the shepherd who sought 

it. Without elaborating on all of the elements in the parable, we see that the Pharisees and scribes 

were the ninety and nine sheep who in their own opinion needed no repentance. But the 

publicans and sinners who represent the elect of God heard the Savior’s words and realized their 

lost condition. In Isaiah 53:6 we read, “All we like sheep have gone astray.” How true this is for 

all of us. But Jesus, the Good Shepherd, seeks us, finds us, and brings us back into the fold. Then 

there is joy in heaven and in our hearts. Psalter 55. 

 

April 23 Read Luke 15:8-10 
 

Whereas the former parable emphasized the seeking shepherd, this one deals with the repentant 

sinner. It was directed primarily at the Pharisees who in their own estimation needed no 

repentance. Were they not the leaders of the people and devout keepers of the law? But Jesus 

exposes their hypocrisy. This short parable speaks of a woman, a lost coin, a broom and a candle. 

These elements very likely refer respectively to the instituted church, a lost elect sinner, and the 

preaching of the gospel which is a shining light and which stirs up the sinner’s conscience. God 

works through means and the preaching of His Word always has an effect. It hardens the 

reprobate but softens the heart of the elect sinner by the preaching or by the elders. Just as the 

coin represents a great amount of value to the woman, so each member of the church is of great 

value to that body. Repentance once again restores fellowship. Repentance involves a sincere 

sorrow for sin, a conscious turning to God and a confession based only on the cross of Christ. 

Then there is joy in heaven, joy in the heart of the sinner, and joy in the church. How wondrous 

are the ways of God, unfathomed and unknown! Psalter 318. 

 

April 24 Read Luke 15:11-32 
 

What a beautiful picture of God’s unchanging love is revealed in this last of three parables 

directed at the Pharisees who were angered when Jesus received the repentant sinner. The 

wayward son and his elder brother were both brought up in the church. However, the elder son 

represented by the Pharisees, only outwardly observed the law and were so zealous that they 

believed themselves righteous and in no need of repentance. The younger son forsook the church 

for a time and is a picture of the publicans and sinners who repented at the preaching of Jesus. 

Where do you and I stand, dear reader? How often do we not stray from the paths of 

righteousness and if it were not for the sovereign electing love of God, who irresistibly draws us 

back to the fold of the church, we would perish. Just as the father in the parable receives his 

prodigal son, so our Heavenly Father receives us with joy when we bow in humble repentance at 

His feet. How is this possible? Only because Christ took away our sins on the cross. We cannot 

begin to fathom the depth of God’s forgiving love, but we may humbly believe it by His grace, 

and look forward to the heavenly banquet prepared for His beloved church. Psalter 280. 

 

April 25 Read Luke 16:1-12 
 

Jesus continues to condemn the proud life-style and earthly goals of the Pharisees and they 

undoubtedly understood the thrust of His parable, for we read in verse 11 that they heard and 

derided Him. Commentators however have many problems interpreting this parable. Jesus, by 
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saying that we must make friends of the unrighteous mammon, emphasizes by contrast, our 

spiritual calling to be good stewards. The steward in the parable, who was responsible for his 

master’s goods, wasted them, but before he was dismissed he made his master’s creditors 

indebted to himself by his foresight so he would be provided for. The world in its quest for a 

paradise on earth will pursue this goal with total dedication. We are stewards too. We are 

stewards of all that God has entrusted to us. Do we have total devotion for the true riches? Jesus 

sets before us the example of the world that we must emulate, not for the same goal they strive 

for, but the enthusiasm they manifest in the attaining of their goal. The reward of the faithless 

steward was undoubtedly assured when his position was terminated. Our reward as faithful 

stewards is a reward of grace. Pray for grace to be faithful to our calling. Psalter 36. 

 

April 26 Read Luke 16:19-31 
 

In response to the derision of the Pharisees, Jesus spoke this parable to them that pointed to their 

deserved punishment. We are all familiar with the rich Jew who, though in his own eyes was a 

shining example of a righteous law keeper, yet he despised the basic principle of the law to love 

God and his neighbor. Poor Lazarus, who lay at his gate in dire need of food and help, was 

intentionally ignored. Death came to both. The rich man awoke in hell but Lazarus was carried to 

Abraham’s bosom by angels. Although the language is figurative, yet important truths are 

spoken. Two requests are made to Abraham by the rich man in hell; the first for a drop of water 

from Lazarus to cool his tongue and the second that Lazarus be sent to his brethren on earth 

which would convince them to repent. Both requests were denied. His brothers had the gospel 

that pointed to Christ. God binds Himself to this means, and this Word either softens or hardens. 

The wicked in hell must confess that God is just, but His people who are persecuted and despised 

in this life are the ones who by grace believed the gospel of Christ and have fled for refuge to His 

cross and are forever comforted in heaven. Psalter 113. 

 

April 27 Read Luke 17:7-10 
 

Jesus shows us in this parable how we are duty-bound to use every moment in our lives in 

complete service to our Creator. He possesses total control over our entire being and labors. All 

that we have and are has been received from Him. Jesus speaks of a master who owns a servant. 

This servant is not a hired hand, but literally a slave who is the master’s property and owned by 

him completely. His duty is to serve his master obediently and willingly, putting forth all effort to 

accomplish this. Jesus compares this master-slave relation to God who has the right to demand 

the same from us. We must remember that our person, our life and our labors are all the property 

of God who demands that we bow before Him in love. We are called to willingly serve Him and 

confess that even if we performed our calling perfectly, yet we are unprofitable servants who 

merit nothing. This is a humbling word, but it causes us to realize that we are nothing, that God 

is everything, and that the only merit we have is that which was merited for us by Christ on the 

cross. Psalter 107. 

 

April 28 Read Luke 18:1-8 
 

A great incentive to pray fervently and not to faint is given to the church by the Lord in this 

parable. Even as the widow continually cries to the earthly judge for vindication from her 
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adversaries, so the church, which is beset by many enemies from within and without, cries to 

God for protection and deliverance. We have here a comparison made between the earthly judge 

and the righteous Judge of all the earth, but we also have a sharp contrast between the two. The 

earthly judge was evil and did not care one whit for the widow’s plight, but because of her 

tireless and persistent cries, he avenged her of her adversaries. The heavenly Judge loves justice, 

will always do what is right, and is deeply concerned with the prayers of His beloved church. 

Jesus said that if an earthly judge would avenge the widow, how much more would not God 

deliver His church from their enemies. Although it may seem that God does not answer, yet He is 

longsuffering and assures us that we will emerge from our trials purified and ready for our place 

in glory. Psalter 387. 

 

April 29 Read Luke 18:9-15 
 

How simple was the example, but how profound the message that Jesus spoke in condemnation 

of the proud and justification of the humble. The sin of pride reached its culmination in the 

Pharisee who entered the temple to pray. God must be pleased with him he thought, since he 

could keep every aspect of the law and more. Surely he merited salvation. A despised publican 

also entered the temple, but he went to an obscure corner. The Pharisee extolled himself in front 

of the people. The publican, unable to articulate a prayer, could only whisper to God for mercy. 

Oh, the publican wasn’t free of the sin of pride any more than we are, but by the grace of God he 

realized his sin and in faith pleaded for forgiveness. The Pharisee willfully ignored the heart of 

the law to love God and the neighbor. He loved himself and therefore hated others and really 

God as well. Jesus condemned this sin and told of the consequences, but stated that the publican 

went home justified. What a glorious blessing! Justification speaks of sins forgiven and peace 

with God through Christ. Let us also each day anew pray, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

Psalter 140. 

 

April 30 Read Luke 19:11-27 
 

The disciples as well as the people expected that now Jesus was going to establish His earthly 

kingdom. To correct this misconception, He spoke this parable of the nobleman who was going 

to a far country to obtain a kingdom and then return. Prior to his leaving he distributed a pound 

apiece to his servants in order that they might trade or invest them until he came back. Jesus is 

this nobleman who went to heaven to establish His spiritual kingdom and will return when all 

things are ready. This cannot occur until the last elect is born and converted and the cup of 

iniquity is filled by the wicked. The pound signifies His Word that He gives to the church with 

the calling to use and be faithful to that Word. The faithful in the church speak of it and make 

good use of it in their church, homes, schools, and wherever they go. There are others in the 

church that may outwardly profess a love for that Word, but hide it and never speak or use it. 

May we use that Word diligently until our Lord returns, and in the measure of our faithfulness 

expect a reward, not of merit, but by sovereign grace alone. Psalter 337. 
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