
One Man Against the World (5) 
Connie Meyer 

 

 

In the summer of A.D. 325 the Council of Nicea brought men of the church together from 

all over the world. Their task? To write a creed stating the true nature of Jesus Christ. It would be 

a creed that would stand for centuries as basic doctrine of the church of Christ everywhere. It is a 

creed we still hold to today. But it was a creed not easily born. 

A few said Jesus was indeed God. Most said He was not really God, but only like God. 

Maybe the solution would be to compromise. “Let us word the creed in such a way that all the 

council can agree,” was the cry. They had already been meeting for weeks. It was time to finish 

the work. This sounded good to the men. 

Then one of the council members pointed out that these words could mean whatever they 

liked. They could believe anything about Jesus and still say they held to this creed. How 

convenient! How nice! 

How terrible. Then the creed would mean nothing at all. Even worse, it would allow all 

sorts of errors and lies to be confessed. Archbishop Alexander knew the creed must be specific 

and perfectly clear—Jesus is God; Jesus is begotten; Jesus was not made. Alexander’s young 

secretary and deacon, Athanasius, was quick to see the work of the devil in this evil compromise. 

“Indeed,” explained Athanasius, “the Son of God made all things! How then could He be 

made Himself? And how could He atone for our sins except He be God in the flesh?” 

The bishops could see the truth of these things. Finally they wrote a creed that would 

express the true nature of our Lord. The Nicene Creed was penned and signed. An important 

victory had been won. 

But the outspoken young Athanasius was now a marked man. Soon he would be 

Archbishop in Alexander’s stead, a high and blessed calling. Yet he would spend the rest of his 

life hated by those who loved not the truth. The battle was not over by far, but the groundwork 

had been securely laid. The truth of Jesus Christ had been set forth. And God used one man 

against the world to do it. 
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