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“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 

salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 

therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk 

honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not 

in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 

fulfill the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:11–14). 

 

We as Christians are taught in Romans 13:11-14 that we are to awake from the sleep of 

sin. We must cast off our clothes for they also are of the night, and they should be thrown far 

from us. We are also instructed to walk as children of the day and teach those who have not heard 

or who need to hear again the word of God. We must be careful what actions we take part, 

because we are to take care of our bodies, and souls, and we must be a witness to the world 

around us. In order to be a Christian, we must throw off the old man of sin, and we must put on 

the robes of righteousness. 

Many people in the world today assume there will be signs when the end of the world or 

the end of their life will come. In the last moments of their time on this earth, they will act as if 

they are and always were Christians. This is absolutely the wrong time to awake. Romans 13:11 

states, “now is it high time to awake.” When should we awake? We are not to wait until the end 

of the world, or even tomorrow, but now. 

We should also look at Christ’s parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25. The five foolish 

were unprepared for the coming of the Bridegroom, and they ran out of oil for their lamps. They 

were not let back in when the Bridegroom came, but the five that were ready had prepared and 

awakened before He came. We must be prepared in this way by going to church, catechism, 

society; and we must take every opportunity that we have to prepare ourselves for the coming of 

the Bridegroom. We must not skip church because we do not feel like going, but we must go 

every time possible and listen to the best of our ability. The sermon on Sunday is Christ speaking 

through one of his servants to the sheep of the congregation. 

In verse twelve, Paul says the night is far spent. This means that it is time for us to get 

dressed. In order to get dressed, we must put off our clothes that we wore in the darkness. These 

clothes are the works of the devil and sin. We should not take these clothes off casually, but with 

great force we must rip and tear them off. We should then put these clothes far behind us, 

because they are of the devil, and we are to be of the Light. We as Christians can not have 

anything to do with these dirty clothes. After we have torn off the clothes of darkness and sin, we 

ought to embrace the robe of righteousness. 

As it says in verse twelve, we must put on the “Armor of Light.” Christ calls us to be 

soldiers in the army of God, and we are required to defend what we believe. We should also put 

on the armor of the Lord Jesus Christ so that we can withstand the fiery darts of the devil. We 

must put off all the sins of the world and wear the new man that Christ has so freely given us 

with His death on the cross. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Rom+13:11
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Romans+13:11-14
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Romans+13:11
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Matthew+25


When in verse thirteen it says to walk honestly as in the day, this means that we should 

walk as children of the Light. We must act like we are Christians and do the things that God has 

called us to do, because the wicked are watching us, and they are going to say, “I saw Harry from 

your church doing this, and you are telling me that I am sinning.” We are not to show signs of the 

old man of sin such as going to movies or listening to rock music. But as Christians we must 

study the Word of God, and we must use the knowledge given to us to witness to those who still 

have the old man in their souls. 

There are three pairs of sins that are brought out here. The first one is that we should not 

walk in rioting and drunkenness. We should stay away from the overeating and over drinking, 

because in I Thessalonians 5:7 it’s stated that “they that be drunk be drunken in the night.” We 

must control ourselves when we eat or drink, because God has called us to treat our bodies as the 

temple of God. Becoming an overweight person is not caring for our body, because it puts us at a 

health risk. 

Second, we should not continue in chambering and wantonness. This means that we 

should stay away from the lusts of the flesh and not delight in the thoughts of doing them. If we 

are at a party with people from work, for example, and they ask us to do something that is bad 

we should say “No.” Then we should tell them why it is wrong and why a believer should not be 

doing it. 

Third, we should abstain from strife and envying. We must not envy things of this world 

because they are just that, things of the world, and they must not be in a Christian’s heart. We as 

Christians must be content with what God has given us and praise Him for it, even if we have 

just enough to make it to the next day. We ought to control our tempers when we get mad at 

someone because of something they did. If we do, we will be witnessing to them that Christ is in 

our hearts. 

We as Christians are to care for the things that are necessities in God’s spiritual kingdom. 

The most important thing we must care for is our souls which God has given to us. We must not 

abuse this great gift or any other one that we are given by God. We must also put on the “Armor 

of Light” so we can fight off the attacks of the devil and witness to the world around us. 
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