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March 1 Read II Timothy 1:12-14 
 

For our meditations this month we will treat the topic of faith. This great gift of God has many 

aspects. We hope to define it, examine it, determine whom the objects are, what it produces, how 

it is worked, and in whom is this faith exemplified in Scripture. It is described in many ways and 

set forth in all our creeds. We speak of historical faith, temporary faith, miraculous faith and 

saving faith. Some speak of faith as a work which man performs, others a joint effort between 

man and God. Many, if not most people in the church world today, insist that faith is a condition 

to salvation. What do you say dear reader? Do you possess faith? We hope that together we may 

examine this marvelous gift of God, be instructed from Scripture, and receive comfort and 

assurance that though we are unworthy, we are the recipients of saving faith by the mercy of 

God. Sing Psalter 190. 

 

March 2 Read Hebrews 11:1-3 
 

What is true saving faith? Scripture and our creeds define it in various ways. It is the substance 

or assurance of things hoped for, the evidence or conviction of things not seen. According to the 

Heidelberg Catechism it is a certain knowledge and an assured confidence which the Holy Spirit 

works by the gospel in our hearts. It is also a living bond that unites us with Christ and is our 

conscious act of believing. Rev. H. Hoeksema describes it in his Reformed Dogmatics as “that 

work of God in the elect, regenerated and called sinner whereby the latter is engrafted into Christ 

and embraces and appropriates Christ and all His benefits, relying upon Him in time and 

eternity.” It is a gift of inestimable value, and because it is a gift, we see that it is not earned or 

purchased by us, but rather bestowed upon us by our Heavenly Father who loves us. A precious 

gift indeed! Sing Psalter 7. 

 

March 3 Read Hebrews 12:1-3 
 

In our last meditation we gave some definitions of saving faith. We saw in passing who the 

author was and who the recipients were. We wish to point out today more specifically who is the 

author of this faith. It is the work of the Triune God. Scripture abounds with passages to confirm 

this. We just read in Hebrews 12 that Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith. In Ephesians 

6:23 we read “Peace be to the brethren and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.” And in Galatians 5:22, we read of faith being one of the fruits of the Spirit. Faith 

was one of the blessings that Christ purchased for us by His death. By the power of the cross we 

believe, which is the activity of faith. It is all of God, nothing of man. Hence, we can contribute 

nothing towards our salvation. How then can faith ever be a condition which one exercises to 

attain his salvation? But sinful man in his pride wants to maintain that position. Be thankful to 

God for preserving this precious truth for us and by His grace hold it fast and teach it to our 

children. Sing Psalter 273. 

 

March 4 Read I Timothy 1:17-20 
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Besides saving faith, we sometimes speak of historical faith. It is usually understood as an 

objective agreement or belief in certain truths and facts in Scripture without that belief grounded 

in a regenerated heart. Satan certainly has knowledge of the Scriptures, as we read in James 2:19, 

“Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” 

Now it is true of course that one who possesses saving faith also believes the historical truths of 

the Word. But paradoxically, the more one who is unregenerated knows about Scripture, the 

more his unbelief will become manifest and the greater his condemnation. Pray daily that the 

Spirit may give us contrite and sincere hearts that are receptive to the great truths of Scripture. 

Sing Psalter 334. 

 

March 5 Read Matthew 13:3-6, 20, 21 
 

Temporary or temporal faith is another form of faith that is not rooted in the principle of a 

regenerated heart. Those who possess it may believe that they have true faith, but it is grounded 

in their emotions. It is a self-centered faith in one who is swayed by a strong emotional preacher 

or an enthusiastic revival, and is fascinated from an intellectual point of view of the glories of the 

kingdom of heaven. That kingdom promises relief from earthly woes, and holds forth eternal 

happiness and bliss. But when persecution or tribulation comes their way they stumble and fall. 

It never was a genuine faith that when tried, worketh patience according to James 1:3. How do 

you react, dear reader, when trials and temptations assail you? Do you despair and become angry 

with your lot? May God give us the grace to know that also the sorrows and woes that befall us 

are really for our good and will serve to draw us closer to our Savior. Sing Psalter 272. 

 

March 6 Read Matthew 8:5-10 
 

We call your attention today to miraculous faith. It can be either active or passive. Instances of 

miraculous faith abound in Scripture. Just review for example the heroes of faith recorded in 

Hebrews 11. They certainly were convinced that God would miraculously keep His covenant 

promises even when the situation was humanly hopeless and impossible. Think about Abraham 

and Sarah who had faith in God’s promise that He would give them a son when they were too old 

to conceive, and later, when commanded to sacrifice that same son, Abraham obeyed 

“accounting that God was able to raise him up even from the dead”. In essence, saving faith must 

be a miraculous faith. It is a miracle indeed that we, sinful and carnal creatures of the dust, will 

be raised from corruption, enter the glories of heaven, and live forever with our Savior Who 

loved us with an eternal love and redeemed us with His precious blood. Sing Psalter 71. 

 

March 7 Read Ephesians 1:15-18 
 

One of the aspects of saving faith according to the Heidelberg Catechism is a certain knowledge. 

Of what does that knowledge consist? It is a knowledge that “we hold for truth all that God has 

revealed to us in his word”. Because faith is rooted in Christ, and Christ is revealed to us in His 

word, we must have knowledge of that word. That does not mean mere intellectual knowledge of 

the Scriptures. A lot of people can quote from the Bible, and are familiar with much of its 

contents. But our knowledge must be different. By the grace of God we are given the Spirit in 

our hearts so that our knowledge of saving faith is a spiritual and experiential knowledge that 
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makes us want to taste and see that God is good. We want to learn all we can about this Christ 

who saved us and intercedes for us. The more knowledge we gain, the more confident we are of 

our faith. Study the Scriptures, dear reader, with a prayer in your heart that you may grow in your 

faith in the crucified and risen Christ. Sing Psalter 336. 

 

March 8 Read Ephesians 3:8-12 
 

We have discussed in yesterday’s meditation that knowledge is an essential part of saving faith. 

Inseparably connected with that is a spiritual confidence. Confidence results from a true 

knowledge of saving faith. How could you or I have confidence or trust in something we know 

nothing about? That would be impossible. God by His Spirit works faith in our hearts so that we 

want to drink from the fountain of knowledge that in turn results in a confidence that no one can 

take from us. One of my favorite texts is Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of this very thing, that 

he which hath begun a good work in you will perform (perfect) it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 

As you are privileged to hear the gospel of salvation preached from week to week, cling by faith 

to Christ who gave Himself a ransom for His people. Pray that your faith may be strengthened 

and that your confidence may grow strong and sure. Sing Psalter 191. 

 

March 9 Read Romans 10:13-17 
 

All of Scripture and our confessions declare that saving faith is a gift of God. If it is a gift, then it 

is certainly not earned or purchased. How then do we acquire it? We read in Romans 10:17, “So 

then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” This is God’s means by which 

His people receive the gift of faith and call upon His name. And how can they do that and believe 

in Him except they hear that word? That word is powerful, it is a two-edged sword that softens 

the heart of the elect and hardens the heart of the reprobate. God’s people must hear the voice of 

the Good Shepherd or they will not and cannot follow him. And that voice is the voice of a 

preacher who is called and sent forth officially as an ambassador of Christ. It is the chief means 

of grace that God uses to instill and strengthen that faith in our hearts. To despise that word is to 

despise Christ Himself. May we ever echo the words of the prophet Jeremiah, “thy word was 

unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart…” (Jer. 15:16). Sing Psalter 337. 

 

March 10 Read 1 Peter 1:3-7 
 

Saving faith is an extremely valuable possession. Most of us own objects of value and some 

perhaps even of great value. But these all fade into insignificance compared to faith. Scripture 

describes faith as precious, more precious than gold that perishes. This is a genuine faith that has 

been tried in the furnace of affliction. Just as gold emerges from the fire as pure and lustrous, so 

our faith shines forth in all its power as the work of God and it glorifies Him. The apostle Peter 

addresses his second epistle to “them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the 

righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Christ.” It is precious because of the cost. To bestow 

the gift of faith to His people, a terrible price had to be paid. Faith means to be engrafted into 

Christ and to possess His righteousness. Nothing but the blood of Christ could accomplish this 

amazing redemption. We may be poor in earthly possessions, but when we have Christ, we have 

riches unimaginable. Praise God for His unspeakable gift! Sing Psalter 163. 
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March 11 Read Jude 1-4 
 

Do you believe the truth of the gospel as revealed in Scripture? Is it precious to you and worth 

fighting for? Jude exhorts the church to earnestly contend for the faith that was once delivered to 

the saints. To contend means to engage in a contest or struggle against a rival. The truth of the 

gospel has always been attacked from the beginning of time, and will continue until Christ 

returns. We must fight earnestly for that truth. This truth as formulated in our Confessions is 

passed on from father to son and from generation to generation. The powers of darkness always 

seek to undermine and corrupt the faith of the saints. The enemy surrounds us constantly. He 

comes into our homes through the newspapers, television, books, and countless other means. 

How then must we fight this battle? Take up the shield of faith and grasp the sword of the Spirit 

believing that “whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 

overcometh the world, even our faith” (I John 5:4). Sing Psalter 35. 

 

March 12 Read Romans 5:1-5 
 

The Bible plainly declares that we are justified by faith. What does that mean? Place yourself for 

a moment before a judge in a courtroom. Only this time the judge is God Himself Who judges 

our lives each day according to His holy law. The verdict will be either righteous or guilty. The 

question immediately arises, how can you or I who are sinners possibly be declared righteous or 

justified before God? Thanks be to God, the answer is that God beholds His own as righteous in 

Christ. Christ, our Mediator, kept the law perfectly in our place and fulfilled all obedience to the 

divine law. That righteousness becomes ours by faith. Since by faith we are engrafted into Christ, 

as a branch is one with the tree from which it grows, so we become one with Christ by faith. By 

faith we cling to Him and to His cross where He made perfect satisfaction for our sins. “What 

shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and 

call upon the name of the Lord” (Psalm 116:12, 13). Sing Psalter 311. 

 

March 13 Read Romans 3:21-28 
 

Yesterday we discussed the truth of justification by faith. Today we wish to emphasize that we 

are justified by faith alone. When Martin Luther saw that precious truth for the first time, the 

shackles of Rome with its doctrine of faith plus the meritorious works of man fell from him and 

sparked the great Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. In the Apostle Paul’s day there 

were Judaizing teachers who claimed that in addition to having Christ’s righteousness, one must 

observe the Mosaic laws. Recently there appeared a sign in front of a local church of Reformed 

persuasion which read: “Salvation is free; but not until you accept it.” Is not this a salvation 

based on the work of man? There is no comfort or assurance for us if our salvation is conditioned 

by something that we must do. Our comfort is that God is sovereign and by faith we are assured 

of our election which makes our salvation secure and safe. We turn to our Savior in whom we are 

eternally chosen and who purchased that salvation for us with His own blood. By faith let this be 

our prayer: “Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling.” Sing Psalter 241. 

 

March 14 Read I Timothy 6:12-16 
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Article 22 of our Belgic Confession is entitled “Of Faith in Jesus Christ.” The preceding article 

dealt with the death of Christ as a full satisfaction and atonement for our sins. The present article 

deals with the way Christ’s death is appropriated by those for whom He died. That instrument is 

faith. Emphasis is made that those who possess Christ by faith have complete salvation in Him. 

This refutes the Arminian teaching that in actuality Christ is not sufficient, and that before a man 

can be saved, he must by his own free will choose to believe. It stresses that all our salvation is in 

Him. Faith is worked in our hearts by the Holy Ghost and by this means we embrace Christ our 

Righteousness. He imputes to us all His merits and by this upright faith we are richly blessed. We 

have living communion with Him and the assurance of forgiveness of sins as well as the certain 

hope of everlasting life. For this faith, many saints have fought, and given their very lives. May 

we truly appreciate this precious gift. Sing Psalter 204. 

 

March 15 Read II Peter 3:14-18 
 

In the Canons of Dordt in the Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine, our fathers expose the 

Arminian view of faith and set forth the biblical truth of saving faith in Article 14. Although they 

have to admit that faith is a gift of God, yet Arminians believe that the will of man in itself has 

never been corrupted and so by his own act or deed he is able to believe or not to believe. Read 

this short article for yourself, which emphasizes that this gift of God is not something that man 

can accept or reject at his pleasure, but rather that it is infused and breathed into him. Then it 

concludes: “he (God) who works in man both to will and to do…produces both the will to 

believe, and the act of believing also.” Only in this way can we as believers take comfort, 

knowing that it is not up to us, who are fickle and changeable, but up to our God Who is all 

powerful and Who sovereignly works that faith in us. Sing Psalter 112. 

 

March 16 Read James 2:14-22 
 

We have maintained that we are saved by grace through faith and not because of any works that 

we perform. In our passage today, we read that faith without works is dead. Is this a 

contradiction? On the contrary James is speaking of a dead faith. A person may claim to have 

faith, have knowledge of the Scriptures and attend church regularly. However, the sermons make 

no impact, he has no desire for spiritual things and throughout the week he fellowships with the 

world and seeks their pleasures. No one sees the fruit of a living faith in his life. He is no 

different from the world. Contrasted to that is true faith which manifests itself in good works. 

That living faith walks in obedience to God’s law. That faith works a godly repentance day after 

day. It keeps itself unspotted from the world. It is not merely lip service toward God and the 

neighbor, but shows that it is genuine by heartfelt worship and by deeds of love and mercy. Dear 

reader, do you see the evidence of that working faith in your own life? Then rejoice and praise 

God for His gracious gift. Sing Psalter 69. 

 

March 17 Read Matthew 18:1-4 
 

What a lesson Jesus gave to His disciples when they disputed among themselves who of them 

would be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. He placed a little child in their midst and 

explained that they must be converted or turned with a childlike faith to enter that kingdom. It is 

true that Scripture speaks of the depths of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, 
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but is not the gospel also very simple? This may not excuse us from studying God’s Word, but 

the fact remains that without a childlike faith we shall not enter into the kingdom. A young child 

will believe his parents or teachers without reservation. In similar fashion we must take God at 

His Word. We may question what man teaches, but when we hear Christ say “Come unto me all 

ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,” we come, just as a little child comes 

to his own father in simple faith and trust. Although the disciples were certainly regenerated, 

they needed a lesson in humility. May we by grace cast away all pride and say with the publican 

in Jesus’ parable “God be merciful to me a sinner.” Sing Psalter 142. 

 

March 18 Read Luke 22:31-34 
 

Without faith we cannot be saved, and without faith we cannot please God. Because faith is a gift 

of God we are passive in receiving it. We did not receive it because we asked Him for it or 

because we are willing to receive it. God by sovereign irresistible grace bestowed it upon us. Our 

response is that we actively embrace it with a believing heart. Sometimes, however, due to our 

sinful nature, our faith becomes weak. Take Peter as an example who could demonstrate a strong 

faith, yet when he took his eyes off Jesus, he began to sink into the sea. Jesus’ response was “O 

thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” We too fall into the same sin. Sometimes we 

sink into the depths of despair when we face trials in our lives. None of us is exempt from 

sorrows and hardships. Must we then murmur or complain? On the contrary, we cry out as David 

did, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation”. Pray for a season of richer grace and diligently 

use the means God has given us, namely His comforting Word, the fellowship of saints, and the 

avenue of prayer. Sing Psalter 73. 

 

March 19 Read Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Not only does Scripture give us examples of weak faith, but it also relates many instances of 

strong faith, and encourages us to grow and abound in that faith which is pleasing to God. In our 

passage today we read that a Gentile woman pleaded with Jesus to help her and was not deterred 

when Jesus told her it was not proper to take the children’s bread and cast it to the dogs. In an 

amazing demonstration of her faith, she said “Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 

fall from their master’s table.” Are we so hungry for the gospel that we will do everything to hear 

it? Strong faith manifests itself in many ways. We will mention just a few: We must know and 

love the truth; we perform deeds of kindness with humility; we serve God willingly in His 

church and kingdom; we live lives of thankfulness and obedience; we pray sincerely and 

earnestly, especially when trials come; and we encourage and build up our fellow saints. Does 

that come naturally to us? No it doesn’t, but the more we lean on God and His promises, He will 

give grace for grace. May the Lord make us strong in that faith to His glory. Sing Psalter 354. 

 

March 20 Read Matthew 17:14-20 
 

Faith cannot exist without prayer. In our preceding meditations we have mentioned the element 

of prayer in our experience of faith, but we call special attention to the importance of the prayer 

of faith. In the epistle of James we read “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 

much,” and also in the same chapter we read “and the prayer of faith shall save the sick”. We 

know from the context that this is a spiritual sickness, which calls for the elders of the church to 
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come and pray. In our Scripture passage today we are told, by Christ Himself that if we have 

faith as a grain of mustard seed, we can move mountains. We must understand that this does not 

refer to literal mountains, but as it were “mountains” of trials and difficulties. Our Heidelberg 

Catechism defines prayer as “the chief part of thankfulness which God requires of us: and also 

because God will give his grace and Holy Spirit to those only who with sincere desires 

continually ask them of him, and are thankful for them.” Be earnest in prayer, dear reader, to 

grow and develop in your faith. Sing Psalter 210. 

 

March 21 Read Hebrews 11:1-3 
 

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God.” But that’s not 

what the world teaches and believes. Their celebrated scientists and geologists spend a lifetime 

developing and defending their godless theory of evolution. Without faith, man is a fool. He will 

not and cannot believe in a God to whom all men are accountable. If the Genesis account is not 

true, we have no Christ, no salvation and no comfort. Psalm 33:6declares “By the word of the 

Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.” All creation 

continues to exist by that powerful word. What a comfort for you and me to believe that word. 

By faith we look forward to that new creation that “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 

entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him” (I Cor. 

2:9). Sing Psalter 37. 

 

March 22 Read II Timothy 1:8-12 
 

Let us examine today the object of our faith. It is totally different from the so-called faith of 

multitudes in the world today. There are those who trust in their riches, others in science or man’s 

ingenuity, while still others hold to a worship of idols and false gods. In Psalm 20:7 we read: 

“Some trust in chariots and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord our 

God.” The object of our faith, dear reader, is the Triune God as He is revealed in Christ. No man 

can come to the Father except through Jesus Christ the Mediator. Our faith is a personal faith that 

has for its object Jesus Christ Himself, Who is the way, the truth and the life. Many in the church 

world today claim that there are many ways and different roads that lead to the same heaven. 

Don’t believe it! “No man cometh unto the Father but by me” declares Jesus. He is the object of 

our faith. He made the way possible by taking our sins and nailing them to His cross. Believe in 

Him by faith and walk in humble gratitude and obedience to Him. Sing Psalter 198. 

 

March 23 Read Hebrews 10:19-23 
 

In verse 23 of this passage we are exhorted to hold fast the profession of our faith. Many other 

verses in Scripture express the same admonition to the recipients of saving faith. Is this warning 

really necessary, you might say, since only God’s people possess this faith? Yes, we may well 

heed these words since we have sinful natures and only a small beginning of that new obedience. 

Satan, the world, and our own flesh are enemies who constantly tempt us to sin. We fail to hold 

fast our profession when we forsake the truth, fail to defend it, live as the ungodly world, or 

when we waver between truth and error. To hold fast is to cling to Christ, know and love His 

Word, put on the whole armor of God, and pray unceasingly. We cannot do that in our own 
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strength to be sure, but read again the last part of this verse, “He is faithful that promised.” All 

glory and thanks to God for preserving us in our faith. Sing Psalter 27. 

 

March 24 Read I Peter 1:8-10 
 

The end of our faith is the salvation of our souls. Can any words be richer than that? This does 

not mean that our faith ceases at death, but rather that faith is our avenue to salvation. Some have 

a carnal and superficial concept of salvation that pictures a beautiful heaven that their fleshly 

lusts crave and which is decidedly better than a hell. Salvation for the child of God has already 

begun in this life. We are told to work out our own salvation for God works in us both to will and 

to do of his good pleasure. When God completes His work in us, we are made holy, perfectly 

consecrated to Him, hating our sins and being delivered from them. We will be so filled with the 

love of God that with all our faculties we shall serve Him perfectly and unceasingly. That 

glorious salvation is the end of our faith. All thanks and praise to Him alone! Sing Psalter 399. 

 

March 25 Read Genesis 4:1-7 and Hebrews 11:4 
 

The very first of the great cloud of witnesses listed in Hebrews as a hero of faith is Abel, the 

second son of Adam and Eve. God established the antithesis in Paradise putting enmity between 

the seed of the woman and that of the serpent. It comes to manifestation very soon in the lives of 

Abel and his older brother Cain. Abel was given faith from God that caused him to bring the 

choicest of his flock as a sacrifice. He knew by the power of that faith that blood must be shed 

upon the altar. Cain also brought an offering, but it was the fruit of his own labors. He cared 

nothing for the need of forgiveness of his sins. The wrath of God always abides on the 

unbeliever, and because God had no respect for Cain’s offering, he became furious and murdered 

his righteous brother. Dear reader, we are told in II Corinthians 13:5, “Examine yourselves 

whether ye be in the faith.” Do you see the works of faith in your own life? Do you love God, 

repent of your sins and strive to walk in holiness? Pray that God will continue to strengthen you 

and give you that confidence of faith. Sing Psalter 228. 

 

March 26 Read Hebrews 11:5, 6 
 

Enoch is one of many throughout Scripture, and specifically in Hebrews chapter 11, in whom 

faith is exemplified. Enoch lived in an age when the Church and the world began to amalgamate. 

Wickedness prevailed. By faith he walked with God. He lived a life of godliness, was fervent in 

prayer, and a fearless witness against the ungodly world and their deeds as recorded in the epistle 

of Jude. He was undoubtedly fiercely persecuted by those against whom he testified. His faith 

was rewarded in that he did not “see death” as other men and was instantly translated to glory. 

Can it be said of us as well that we believe that God is, and that He is a rewarder of them that 

diligently seek Him? We do not expect to be translated to heaven as was Enoch. But he is an 

example that we are to emulate. We are called to be living testimonies of our faith to all with 

whom we come into contact. If we are persecuted, don’t fear but commit your way in faith to 

God who is pleased with us for the sake of Jesus Christ. Sing Psalter 260. 

 

March 27 Read Hebrews 11:7 
 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=I+Peter+1:8-10
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Genesis+4:1-7
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Hebrews+11:4
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=II+Corinthians+13:5
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Hebrews+11:5,6
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Hebrews+11:7


We read in Genesis that Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord and that he, like Enoch, walked 

with God. We must not think that Noah found grace because he walked with God. But rather he 

walked with God by the power of faith because God bestowed His favor upon him. Noah lived in 

a time of great wickedness on the earth, so great in fact that God determined to destroy all flesh 

by a flood with the exception of Noah and his family. For 120 years he was busy building the ark 

according to God’s specifications. He was mocked and scoffed at by the ungodly world, and not 

only did he persist in building the ark, but we read that he was a “preacher of righteousness” who 

testified of his faith and condemned the wicked. It is never easy to stand alone when seemingly 

everyone is against us. Only by the power of saving faith could Noah walk in obedience to God, 

and only by that same power can we remain faithful to our calling to love God and keep His 

commandments. Sing Psalter 378. 

 

March 28 Read Hebrews 11:22 
 

This verse testifies of the faith of Joseph when he prophesied that God would surely keep His 

promise to bring the nation of Israel back to the promised land. Joseph was near the end of his 

life when he uttered this, and he gave specific instructions, confirmed by an oath, that he must be 

buried in Canaan. His life was a very eventful one, and as a young person he had to be hated by 

his brothers, be sold as a slave and be imprisoned under false charges, yet by faith he endured it. 

God preserved him and made him a ruler in Egypt. He testified to his brethren that although they 

meant it for evil, God meant it for good. Sometimes we wonder why God sends us trials in our 

lives. Perhaps a loved one is taken by death, perhaps we lose our job through no fault of our own, 

or a devastating illness overtakes us. By faith we look to God for grace to submit to His will and 

say “Thy will be done.” Then we have peace during our afflictions and find comfort through our 

tears. Sing Psalter 30. 

  

March 29 Read Hebrews 11:23-29 
 

This passage speaks not only of the faith of Moses but also of his parents, Amram and Jochebed. 

Moses was born at a time when the king of Egypt issued a decree that all male babies born to the 

Israelites must be killed. Defying the king’s command, Moses’ parents hid him for three months 

before consigning him to the river in a little basket of reeds. You all know the history how Moses 

was found by the king’s daughter, became her son and eventually grew up in Pharaoh’s palace. 

Yet, instead of enjoying the luxurious life of a prince, Moses by faith cast his lot with the people 

of Israel, “esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt”. He had 

heard as a little child on his mother’s knees the wonders of God. By the power of regeneration 

and the gift of faith, he embraced those promises. Young people, are you tempted to use that 

college degree to obtain a lucrative position somewhere, but it takes you away from the pure 

preaching of the Word? Many of us perhaps could procure better paying jobs, but to do so would 

mean compromising our faith. Let us by grace be obedient to God’s commands and experience 

His blessing. Sing Psalter 97. 

 

March 30 Read Judges 13:2-5, 24 & 25 
 

Who hasn’t heard about Samson, one of the most unusual and outstanding judges in the history 

of the nation of Israel? God, in sovereign wisdom, raised up this man at this time, consecrating 
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him as a Nazarite and gave him prodigious strength. By this miraculous power he single-

handedly delivered Israel from the Philistines. Although it is true that his life was tainted with sin 

and he often used improper means in his zeal for God and his hatred of the enemy, yet Scripture 

includes him in the cloud of witnesses and describes him as a man of faith. We read that God 

blessed him as a lad and certainly prepared him not only physically for his calling, but also 

spiritually. God also gives us certain talents and abilities. Are we burying them in the ground or 

striving to develop them for His service? That is not only our duty, but a privilege as well. May 

we by faith seek His kingdom, clinging to the promise that all else shall be added to us. Sing 

Psalter 400. 

 

March 31 Read Hebrews 11:32-40 
 

We conclude our series on faith and those who exemplified it by taking a glimpse of Samuel, the 

prophet-judge in Israel. He was born in answer to a devout and barren mother’s prayer. Even 

before his birth he was dedicated to the Lord who sovereignly raised him up at a crucial time in 

Israel’s history. He was given faith as a child when he ministered in the temple. He was not only 

a teacher and judge, but also one of the first and great prophets. During his tenure the transition 

from judges to kings took place. He is mentioned twice in the book of Acts as well as in Hebrews 

chapter 11, and also as an example of greatness in Jeremiah 15:1. Only by faith could he walk in 

humble obedience to his God given calling. Only by faith can we too ever be pleasing to our 

God. We have nothing in ourselves in which we can boast. Our only boasting is in our faithful 

covenant God who works faith in our hearts by His grace and mercy. Let us praise and thank 

Him who alone is worthy. Sing Psalter 271. 
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