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The Scripture principally teaches what man is to believe concerning God and what duty 

God requires of man. We are able to see this truth even in the first few books of the Bible. When 

we read Scripture, we should be able to see what the people in the Bible believed about God and 

what God required of them. Yet, this is not all that we should glean when we study the Word of 

God. When we read the Bible, we should also be able to apply these truths to our own lives. This 

paper will examine how these two truths are revealed in the Scripture from the Creation through 

the Tower of Babel. 

In Genesis One and Two, God created man and woman. In some ways, Adam and Eve 

knew God better than we do today because they walked and talked with God. Before the fall, 

Adam and Eve should have known that God cannot lie, and they should have trusted Him. They 

should have known that He would not lie to them about the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 

Evil. Instead, they believed in the lies told by Satan. This disobedience was actually a result of 

their trust in themselves. They believed that they could be sovereign, and that they could be gods. 

Yet, they learned through their sin the perfection of God. They knew that they could no longer be 

in His presence as they had destroyed the perfect fellowship they had with God, and they hid 

themselves. Although they should have known before the fall to trust God, they did not. As a 

result, man fell, and created the separation between man and God. 

Before the fall, man still had the duty to work. Man was made to work, and even in a 

state of perfection, Adam’s duty was to work. He was put into the garden to tend it and cultivate 

it. God brought the animals to him to name and classify. When God created man, He gave 

creation mandates. He commanded Adam to be fruitful and multiply, to subdue the earth, and to 

have dominion over the animals in the earth. Beyond these physical duties, the Lord required 

another moral duty. Adam and Eve were not to eat of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil. Man was created with duties towards God, and that has not changed for us today. 

Through the story of the Creation and the fall of Adam, people today are able to learn 

about the character of God. Although Adam did not trust that God was honest towards him 

regarding the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, we know that God cannot lie. He spoke 

the truth, and He had to keep His word. He said that if man ate of the tree, he would die. Adam 

and Eve ate from the tree, and as a result, man is spiritually dead and in a constant state of 

physical dying. We can also see the holiness and purity of God. His nature is righteous, and He 

despises sin. His justness required that He must punish man for His sin. From the sin of Adam 

and God’s resulting actions, we can see God’s honesty, purity, and justness. 

From the account of the Creation and the fall, we are able to gain insight into the duties 

that God required of man. Many of the requirements for Adam have not changed for us today. 

The creation mandates have not changed, and we are still told to be fruitful and multiply, to have 

dominion over the animals, and to labor. Today, man is still made to work, and the example God 

set of working six days a week is still applicable. One creation mandate that is greatly ignored 

and not observed is the observance of the Sabbath. The Lord instituted the Sabbath and we are 



commanded to observe it, as a duty toward God. Similar to Adam, we have moral duties, and 

God orders us to follow His commandments. 

In the account of Noah we have an incredible example of a man who knew and who 

trusted in God’s faithfulness. He knew that not only would God be faithful in preserving himself 

and his family, he knew that God would be faithful in His promise of the destruction of the 

world. Unlike Adam before the fall, Noah believed the warning given to him by God. He realized 

that God could not lie and that God would fulfill what He had promised. Noah demonstrated that 

he believed what God told Him because of his obedience and action. 

God gave Noah many duties. He was told to build an ark of specific dimensions and 

properties, to gather the animals, and to bring provisions for all the animals. Not only did Noah 

obey God’s commands, he obeyed them exactly as God had specified. Genesis 6: 22 says, “Noah 

did everything just as God commanded him.” Noah did not add any modifications and he did not 

make his job easier by making the ark smaller or by leaving behind some animals. Instead, he 

worked for 100 years building the ark, and in seven days he gathered the animals together. After 

the flood and he was on dry land again, the first thing that he did was praise God by offering a 

sacrifice. He understood that it was through God’s power that he was preserved and he 

recognized his duty to worship God. 

From Noah’s account we should recognize the absolute holiness and perfection of God. 

His holiness demanded that sinful man pay for his wickedness and His perfection set the 

standard of that payment. God’s justice demanded that the world be destroyed. God’s righteous 

judgment of earth is a necessary part of the history of the world, as it displays His holiness, 

hatred of sin, and perfect wrath against evil. We should also learn from the account of Noah that 

God will preserve His people. Not only is God a righteous, holy, and just God, but He is also a 

merciful God. No matter the circumstances, God will protect and care for His children. 

 

oah is an inspiring example of godly obedience. We can learn from Noah’s example that not only 

are we to obey God’s commands, we are to obey them exactly as He has given them to us. We 

should obey God’s commands even if it means being different from everyone else. We should 

obey God’s commands even if it means giving years of our life to obeying them. We should obey 

God’s commands even if it means that we will no longer be accepted in this world. Our life 

should be dedicated to God’s service, and we should we willing to conform to His 

commandments. 

Noah is also a wonderful picture of submission and praise. He submitted to God’s 

instruction without grumbling and complaining. He worked for 100 straight years without 

challenging or growing angry with God. Today, in our own lives, we can learn from Noah’s 

example and endeavor to obey without whining. We should obey the authorities placed over us 

without arguing. Noah is a wonderful example of praising God because of his immediate 

response upon exiting the ark. After spending a year and ten days on the ark, the first thing that 

Noah did was build an altar and sacrifice to God. This is an amazing example to us. Not only 

should we not grumble in obeying God, we should praise Him in everything. 

The Old Testament is just as profitable for us as the New Testament. As it says in II 

Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Not only can we learn about God’s 

character, we can also learn what we are to do in order to glorify Him. Just from examining these 

two well-known Bible stories I have been able to attain a wealth of knowledge. 
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