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February the sixteenth is President’s Day. Our president has at his disposal more power 

and resources than any other man in the world. Of the available candidates, the people of the 

United States have judged him to be the best suited to use this power for the good of the country 

and its citizens. 

Would you like to have this power and authority? You would have the best possible 

protection against harm. You could unleash countless fighter jets, missiles, and tanks against the 

enemy. You would be known throughout the world as the leader of the most powerful nation. You 

would be able to buy most anything you wanted. Having power and authority to rule a nation is 

not as easy and thrilling as it may appear. Those who grossly abuse it may end up in a spider hole 

like Saddam. The forefathers of our country realized that great power will be abused, so they 

burdened the president with so many laws and checks against abuse that it becomes very difficult 

for him to use that power to do what he wants. It is not always so easy to obey and submit to 

authority, but it is arguably even more difficult to be in authority, especially if you are a child of 

God. 

Sometimes we hear complaints that children today are more disrespectful and rebellious 

than generations past. If that is true, then I think that the heart of the problem may lie with those 

who are in authority, not with the rebels under that authority. We are all sinners. Those under 

authority will, by nature, rebel and despise authority. Those in authority will, by nature, abuse 

that authority and be reluctant to use it rightfully if it requires too much time and effort. 

Disrespect for authority will always be a thorn in the flesh unless the use of authority itself is 

biblically grounded. Let me also make it clear at this point that a mistake in exercising authority 

is no excuse for disrespect. One sin is not corrected by another sin. Whether in or under 

authority, we are answerable to God alone. 

The child of God who finds himself in a position of authority must realize that he has 

been chosen by God to receive a certain amount of power and the right to rule over a particular 

sphere of God’s kingdom. Christ has been given power and authority to rule over all creation 

(Eph. 1:20-23), and Christ gives authority in various spheres to particular people. God says of 

Abraham in Genesis 18:19, “For I know him, that he will command his children and his 

household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the 

Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” Abraham had the right and 

authority to command his children and his household. Having been given this sphere of authority, 

it was the duty of Abraham to make sure that all those within that sphere keep the way of the 

Lord. This work had been entrusted to Abraham and God knew the heart of Abraham that he 

would be faithful in the work. 

The authority figure must understand that he makes demands and commands respect on 

behalf of God alone. This requires a thorough knowledge of God’s word. He needs to have 

clearly before him the goals of God for those under his authority. If the elder avoids bringing 

God’s word and instruction to the wayward because he wants to avoid stress and have a peaceful 

congregation, he is rebelling against God. God calls the elder to bring His word and never cease 

to watch for danger. If the parent wants her son to be popular and therefore relaxes the biblical 

requirements for friends and gives up devotional and family time so he can be in all the sports 

programs, she is rebelling against God. If the teacher demands that the students meet the various 



requirements for schoolwork and behavior simply because it makes teaching more convenient, 

without giving any thought to the spiritual growth of each student, he rebels against God. God 

demands of the parent and teacher that the child under his or her authority be taught the Word of 

God in every sphere of learning (Deut. 6:6-7), and his authority must be used for that goal only. 

Authority figures stand as representatives of God. Those under authority are to learn 

something about God while submitting to that authority. God is sovereign, and submitting to 

authority teaches us that we must learn to do things that we don’t necessarily want to do. We 

must learn to do it cheerfully without complaining, thinking of excuses, or delaying. Those in 

authority must not tolerate complaining, excuses, or delay when giving commands. He must be 

consistent and also exercise great wisdom to be sure that what he commands is what will be 

pleasing to God and not some frivolous goal of his own. Our sinful nature makes it essential that 

those in authority humbly confess before God the sin of using the power and authority of God to 

have others serve us rather than God alone. 

Exercising authority requires a great deal of wisdom, patience, and above all a love for 

God and His people. Every ounce of pride is stripped from the position of authority. This is what 

makes it so difficult to be given authority. It is so contrary to our sinful nature. Those in authority 

are called to be like God. They are given some sovereignty and need to use it with wisdom, 

patience, and love for the glory of God alone. It is easier to submit to authority because we are 

created to submit to God as the creature to his Creator. Having authority should make one 

tremble and cling to God for help and strength. Those under authority can be thankful that all 

they are required to do is submit. 

We do not need to be eager for authority. Be content where you are and learn submission 

first. Learning to submit is essential for anyone who has any hope of exercising authority 

properly. All who are in positions of authority, do you fit the model of Abraham? Does God 

know you, that you will command all those under your authority to keep the way of the Lord, to 

do justice and judgment? Authority is very humbling. We need to bow humbly to God to seek 

forgiveness when we fail. We may even need to ask humbly the forgiveness of those under our 

authority whom we have wronged with poor judgment or wrongly used for our own selfish 

motives. 

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost 

hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 

blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 

sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 

away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I 

ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:28-31). 
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