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December 1 Read Obadiah 1:1-4; 17-21 
 

Here in this reading we see the difference between Esau (Edom) and Jacob. We see that one’s 

end is destruction and the other’s is deliverance. From where does this difference come? Is it 

because God looked into the future and saw that one nation would be terrible and therefore must 

be destroyed? Did He see the good works of the other and delivered them from bondage? No, 

this is the idea of foreseen faith and can never be the answer. The difference is grace. By grace 

Jacob was delivered from his sin (and he was a terrible sinner like Esau) and was delivered unto 

holiness. This is the doctrine of double predestination. Esau was predestined unto destruction and 

Jacob unto deliverance. By grace we, too, have this deliverance. Let us lift up our voices in 

praise and prayer for this deliverance. Sing Psalter 99. 

 

December 2 Read Jonah 1:1-10 
 

God’s omnipresence is something we know about even when we are very young. Our mothers 

have told us that God sees us no matter what we do. He knows when we sin even when father 

and mother are not around. Young people, do you still believe in God’s omnipresence? Is He 

present in your cars as you set the radio station? Is He present in your cars on Friday night as you 

go about with your entertaining with your friends? Jonah thought he could hide from God by 

leaving Israel and going into the hold of the ship. What about us? Do we think we can hide from 

God? We need to consider this attribute of God and live lives that show that we not only know 

about it but also believe it. If we do not, we can rest assured that our sins will find us out. Sing 

Psalter 384. 

 

December 3 Read Micah 1:1-9 
 

The people of Judah exhibited many sins which made them worthy of destruction. As we read 

through the Bible, we can only shake our heads in dismay at their deeds. But wait! Judah is just 

like us. Our list of misdeeds makes the angels weep every day. We are no better than they. We, 

too, deserve the destruction of hell. But in spite Judah and our sins, God brings salvation to us. 

He sent His only begotten Son to die on the cross for our deliverance. As we look toward 

Christmas, we must not just see a babe in a manager. We must ponder the Savior on the cross. It 

was our sins which put Him there. Let us remember this during this season of the year. Sing 

Psalter 106. 

 

December 4 Read Nahum 1:1-8 
 

What kind of feelings do you receive about the word jealous? Are they the negative connotations 

that arise so often because of what we might think another person has done to us? Or are they the 

positive ideas of protecting someone or their honor as found in the second commandment? Here 

in these verses we find that God is jealous towards His people. Assyria and its chief city Nineveh 

had put Israel to shame. Yes, they were the tools in God’s hands against His sinful people. But 
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the Assyrians had not carried out their work with God’s glory in mind. They had come up against 

the church as Satan and his hosts like to do. God is jealous for His people. He will stand up for 

them. He will deliver them from all foes including that foe of foes, Satan. Let us be thankful for 

the God who is jealous for His people. Let us be jealous for the honor of His name. Sing Psalter 

182:1-5. 

 

December 5 Read Habakkuk 1:1-12 
 

The book of Habakkuk was written during the period just before the captivity. The prophet is 

trying to show that God’s ways are best even though it looks disastrous for the children of God. 

Judah could not understand that God was sending the Chaldeans to fight against them and take 

them into captivity. How could God do that to them? What about us? Do we rebel against God’s 

ways? Do we think His ways are incorrect? Young people, do you ask the question “Why?“ of 

God, when you think you know better? God’s ways are good, people of God. Let us consider 

those ways and the goodness He shows to us even in those ways. Let us live lives of patience 

waiting upon Him to deliver us. Sing Psalter 211. 

 

December 6 Read Zephaniah 1:1-7 
 

Are we ready for the marriage feast of the Lamb? Are we ready for the day of Jehovah as spoken 

about in the seventh verse of today’s reading? This will be a day worth waiting for! But it will be 

a day for which we must be prepared. God will come with the host of heaven dividing the sheep 

from the goats. All of our works will be manifest to God and to us. Are we watching for that day? 

Do we wish that day to come? As we live lives on this earth, they must be lives of those waiting 

for the day of Jehovah. They must be the antithetical life of one whose robe is washed in the 

blood of the Lamb. How are we living, people of God? How are you living, young people? Are 

we ready for the day of the Lord? Sing Psalter 96. 

 

December 7 Read Haggai 1:1-6 
 

What is our zeal for the house of God? This was the question Haggai asked the people of Judah 

after they returned from captivity. This is the question we must answer each day as we go to God 

in prayer. What is our zeal for the house of God? Judah had to have a zeal to build a temple 

because they needed it in order to worship as God had commanded them. We need a different 

type of zeal. This zeal must be for the spiritual house of God. Were we prepared for church last 

Sunday? Are we preparing ourselves for church next Sunday? This is the calling that we have 

towards the house of God. We must be ready to worship, and we must be ready to worship our 

God in spirit and in truth. Are we zealous for the house of God, people of God? Sing Psalter 350. 

 

December 8 Read Zechariah 1:1-6 
 

One theme which is prevalent in the Holy Scriptures is repentance. God’s people of all ages need 

to hear the call to repent. We must turn from our wicked ways and ask our heavenly Father to 

forgive us our sins. We need to do this daily. Each prayer that we utter should include a petition 

that God will forgive those sins that we have committed. Young people, is this part of your public 

and private prayers? As you pray before you eat do you ask for forgiveness? Do you repent of 
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your sins as you enter God’s presence in prayer? Turning from evil ways is necessary for every 

child of God. Let us turn unto God knowing that He will turn unto us. Sing Psalter 83. 

 

December 9 Read Malachi 1:1-11 
 

One theme found in this final book of the Old Testament is that of proper worship. Worship is an 

activity which is commanded by God. Worshiping as He has commanded us in His word is the 

only manner of proper worship. In the church world around us are found many different manners 

of worship. Some we would call improper worship. But we must examine our own worship. Is it 

proper worship? Would we rather worship in our own way rather than in the God-ordained 

manner found in the Bible? Would we rather sing songs which praise man rather than praise 

God? Israel of old was guilty of improper worship. Let us be careful that this sin be not laid at 

our door. Let us worship God properly in spirit and in truth. Sing Psalter 137. 

 

December 10 Read Matthew 1:1, 16-25 
 

Matthew 1 begins with the genealogy of Christ and then goes on to tell of His birth. Several of 

His names are also given in this chapter. First we have Jesus-Jehovah Salvation. What a name 

full of comfort for us. We have the covenant name of God along with Christ’s wonderful work 

for us. Then we have Emmanuel-God with us. With God with us what do we fear? As we 

continue in this month of celebration of Christ’s birth. Let us celebrate the birth of the true Christ 

who saved us from our sins. Let us be comforted that God is truly with us. Sing Psalter 243:1-5. 

 

December 11 Read Mark 1:1-8 
 

Each of the gospels tells about the beginning of Jesus’ life in a different way. Here in Mark we 

see the work of the forerunner announcing that the king is coming. He announces about the work 

of Christ and that preparation includes the forgiveness of sins. This is not the Christ that many 

people are celebrating during this season of the year. They like tinsel and holly and not 

forgiveness and holiness. What about us? What are we celebrating? Would we receive a man 

dressed in animal skins announcing the arrival of the King of Kings? Let us pray for the return of 

this king whose coming to this earth was for our salvation through the death on the cross. Sing 

Psalter 243:6-10. 

 

December 12 Read Luke 1:26-38 
 

Probably the most familiar of the Christmas accounts are those found in the gospel of Luke. 

Quite often we overlook some very significant facts about the incarnation. Do we ponder on the 

fact of Jesus’ lineage for very long? Do we see what it means for us? I think Mary did. You read 

that not only here but also in Luke 2. Because of Mary’s position in history, she did not 

understand all which she saw. But she believed the announcement and she saw in her son the 

fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. From our place in history we can see and must 

understand more. Do we? Sing Psalter 243:11-15 

 

December 13 Read John 1:1-14 
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In this chapter we find more names for Christ. Here we see Word and Light. How do we receive 

the Word and the Light? What was our reaction to the Word preached yesterday? Do we seek the 

Light to show us the correct way through this world of darkness? The world does not want to 

hear the Word of whom they sing during this time of the year. They have no spiritual joy in the 

birth of Christ. Their way is not lightened by the true light. What about us? Are we different? Let 

us remember the true Word and the true light as we go through this season. Sing Psalter 325. 

 

December 14 Read Acts: 1:1-11 
 

Christ’s work did not finish with birth. He also lived a life of suffering on this earth, suffered the 

accursed death on the cross, was buried, and He miraculously arose from the dead. But that was 

not all. Here in the first chapter of Acts we read that He ascended into heaven. There He sits at 

God’s right hand making intercession for us and preparing for us mansions in heaven. From there 

He will return on the clouds of glory and take us unto Himself. By faith we must believe all this. 

Do you, people of God? Do you, beloved young people? By God’s grace alone we can believe all 

this and await His triumphant return. Sing Psalter 183. 

 

December 15 Read Romans 1:1-6 
 

One of the most exciting times in our lives is to be called for something. To hear the call to a 

good meal. To be called with some good news. To hear a child call for us out of love. These are 

all good kinds of calls. But there is a better kind of calling. That is the calling of God which calls 

us out of darkness into His marvelous light. This is the call that we hear with the ear given to us 

by grace alone. This is the call which gives to us the new life in Christ. This is the call from 

which there is no turning. Let us be thankful for this call and let us live lives of thankful 

obedience for such a call. Sing Psalter 330. 

 

December 16 Read I Corinthians 1:1-9 
 

God’s faithfulness to us is found throughout the pages of Scripture. This faithfulness is found in 

Genesis, is repeated over and over in the Psalms, and is found in the New Testament as well. As 

Paul writes to the church in Corinth and to the church of all ages, he writes of this faithfulness. 

Because God is faithful, we can be assured in our salvation. This is an assurance that cannot be 

found in any of man’s institutions. This is a faithfulness which is only found in God and in His 

work of salvation for us through Christ. Let us be thankful as we live lives sanctified by the 

Spirit. Sing Psalter 241:1-3. 

 

December 17 Read II Corinthians 1:1-7 
 

One gift of God which the child of God relishes is that of comfort. This world is full of misery. 

There is the misery of death. Even though death is the gateway to glory, it can bring to us misery 

as the earthly ties to a loved one is broken. There is the misery of sin. Each of us has felt that 

throughout our lives in its various forms. There is the misery caused by the wicked in the world. 

The list can go on and on. But amid all of the misery is the comfort afforded to us by our 

heavenly Father. God is the God of all comfort. He will sustain us in this world of misery. Let us 

remember that and bring our cares to Him for “He careth for us.” Sing Psalter 52. 
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December 18 Read Galatians 1:1-10 
 

Do we follow Christ’s example of being a servant? Christ did that for us. He gave not only of 

Himself, but He gave Himself for us. Do we give both of ourselves and ourselves for Christ and 

His work? Are we His servants? There are many ways in which we can serve in Christ’s 

kingdom. It is not only those in the special offices that are called to serve. Each of us is a priest 

and must serve our God. Let us remember to serve and to even wash our brother’s feet as we live 

our lives of service in the kingdom of God. Sing Psalter 371. 

 

December 19 Read Ephesians 1:1-10 
 

Here in this chapter we have the long introduction which teaches us about the spiritual blessings 

afforded to us. These blessings are not given to us because we were better than anyone else. 

These blessings were not ours because of some inherent goodness in us. These blessing come 

from the good pleasure of God. These blessings are for His glory and not ours. People of God, do 

you look for the day in which all those chosen by God in Christ will be together? We should for 

then we will see the sum of the spiritual blessings given to the elect by our covenant God. 

Consider the wonder found in this chapter and then we will know the true meaning of Christmas. 

Sing Psalter 166:1-4. 

 

December 20 Read Philippians 1:1-11 
 

Reread verse six again… Do you have that confidence, people of God? Confidence is a word 

bandied about by many in today’s world. Men put their confidence in many things. Are any of 

them as sure as the confidence that we have in God? Do we have a confidence that will last a 

lifetime? We can have that confidence in God because He works that confidence in us by faith. 

That in itself is a wonder. God worked in us weak sinners a confidence which is unshakeable. Let 

us thank Him for it now and daily. Sing Psalter 73:1-3. 

 

December 21 Read Colossians 1:1-12 
 

Do we pray for our fellow Christians? Paul in verse 9 makes mention that he prays for his 

Christian brothers. Do we? What does he pray about? Is it just daily needs? Is it just for help 

through some difficulty? No, it is more than that. He prays for their spiritual lives and their very 

salvation. Do we pray for those things for each other? As members of the church of the living 

God, as members of that living organism, we need to pray for the spiritual needs each of us has. 

Let us consider each others spiritual needs and let us bring them before the throne of grace in 

prayer. Sing Psalter 369. 

 

December 22 Read I Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

Paul in his work with the church at Thessalonica had to work with their ideas about the return of 

Christ. They had many mistaken ideas about the end times and this was causing problems in their 

daily lives. In a way this is no different from today. There are those who have false ideas about 

the end times. It is easy for us to be taken in by these ideas because they give to us a security 
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about what will happen. But it is a false security. It is false because it is not what God has told us 

in His Word. Let us study and know about the end times. Let us be watching and faithfully 

waiting for the return of Christ. Sing Psalter 139:1-4. 

 

December 23 Read II Thessalonians 1:1-12 
 

Paul continues with his discussion about the end times. At the close of this chapter he states that 

the purpose of our knowing and understanding the truth about those times is that so the name of 

Christ might be glorified. This is the song of the angels. This is the testimony of Scripture from 

cover to cover. This must be characterized by our lives here on earth. Christ’s name is made light 

of in the world today. In fact there are places and times in which its true use will bring 

persecution to the use while blasphemy is accepted. These are all signs of the times. Let us watch 

and see the signs and glorify the name of Christ. Sing Psalter 352. 

 

December 24 Read I Timothy 1:1-11 
 

How do we treat the Word of God? How do we speak about it with others? This is the topic of 

much of I Timothy. There were those who brought a false gospel to the church. Timothy in his 

ministry had to deal with their false teachings. This is our lot in life today. Young people, do you 

recognize the false teachings around you? Are you ready to defend the true meaning of the 

Word? Read what Paul has to say in this book to the young preacher and learn to use it as you 

live in this world. Do not be guilty of twisting the Word to make it mean what you wish for it to 

mean. Use it in truth and to help you walk in truth. Sing Psalter 322. 

 

December 25 Read II Timothy 1:1-9 
 

Young people and children of the covenant, reread the words of verse 5. As you visit your 

parents or grandparents today, thank them for the Word which they have taught you or made it 

possible for you to have taught to you. That which you learned when you were very young 

embodied the truths found throughout the Bible for most of you. Those early lessons taught you 

by God-fearing mothers and grandmothers will stand you in good stead in this world of sin and 

woe. Take time today to thank them for teaching to you about the true meaning of Christmas. 

Sing Psalter 89. 

 

December 26 Read Titus 1:1-9 
 

Titus is another young preacher to whom Paul instructed in the work of the ministry and in the 

good order in the Church of Christ. One area in which instruction was given was the work of the 

elders. As we look toward the new year and, as is the custom for many of us, new elders; it is 

good that we consider the work of these men which we should esteem highly. Their work is to 

watch over our souls. Do we receive them in this way? Do we seek out these watchmen and seek 

their good counsel for our lives? Young people, be thankful for faithful elders. Seek their sound 

exhortation as you take your place in the body of Christ the church. Sing Psalter 133. 

 

December 27 Read Philemon 1-8 
 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=II+Thessalonians+1:1-12
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=I+Timothy+1:1-11
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=II+Timothy+1:1-9
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Titus+1:1-9
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Philemon+1-8


Do we have the same love Philemon did for the saints? Philemon was not only one who knew the 

doctrines; he lived the doctrines. Do we do that? How about you, young people? Do you reflect 

the same love that Christ has for you to those around you? Is it reflected to all those who are 

around you? Christ chose us miserable sinners. Our condition was such that we should be 

shunned by the perfect One. But by His love He chose us. How do we thank Him? Is it by 

showing love to all those around us or only to some? Think about that and then go and live a life 

that is pleasing to God in this matter. Sing Psalter 370. 

 

December 28 Read Hebrews 1:1-8 
 

People of God, in these last days of 2004 are we listening to God as He speaks to us? Do we hear 

him on the Sabbath? Do we hear Him in His Word? Do we hear Him in creation? Do we hear 

Christ? We had better hear Him because He is speaking to us. Sometime He uses the still small 

voice like a quiet breeze. Sometimes He uses booming thunders or volcanoes to speak to us. Do 

we listen? As we close this year let us say with Samuel, “Speak Lord, for thy servant heareth. 

“Then we will hear His comforting voice saying, “Fear not, I will be with you and will uphold 

you even unto the end.” Sing Psalter 139:1-4. 

 

December 29 Read James 1:1-12 
 

People of God, how patient are we? Are we patiently waiting the day of the Lord? Are we patient 

throughout all of the trials and tribulations that God has brought upon us in this past year? This is 

a patience that only a few have in this life. This is a patience that only those who are the called of 

God have. But this is a patience which must be exercised. It is a patience in which the wisdom of 

God must be sought and used. But it is a patience which has a beautiful reward. This patience 

will be rewarded with the crown of life in the new heavens and earth. Let us patiently endure all 

affliction as we await this reward. Sing Psalter 101. 

 

December 30 Read I Peter 1:1-9 
 

Peter echoes the words of James in this epistle to the church in his day and in ours. He, too, 

reminds us to be patient as we await the will of God for us. Like all of the Scriptures the message 

is one. Wait, people of God, wait patiently upon Jehovah. We may have had trials in this past 

year. We may have trials in the next year. But each of these trials serves to draw us closer to our 

Lord. Each of these trials allows us to see more clearly Christ’s appearing. Let us wait for the end 

of our faith-the salvation of our souls. Sing Psalter 150. 

 

December 31 Read II Peter 1:1-8 
 

These are good words for us to read as we come to the end of another year. They point out to us 

the great value which comes from the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is not a 

knowledge that can be found in any college in this land. This knowledge will not come from any 

occupation devised by man. This knowledge will not be gained though any sort of entertainment. 

This knowledge comes only from God. This is a knowledge given only to those who are washed 

in the blood of Christ. As we end this year let us seek this knowledge and let us walk in it until 

Christ returns. Sing Psalter 72. 
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