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As God’s people waited prayerfully for the promised Messiah, the world seemed to 

charge ahead with an agenda of its own. Before plunging into a long dark period of some 400 

years, God had revealed to His prophets the coming rise and fall of great kingdoms. These 

kingdoms, however, did not simply exist to pass the time; they were used by God to prepare not 

just the Jews, but the whole world for the promised Savior. 

Three hundred years before the Savior was born, we find a young man, filled with 

ambition and lust for power, marching east. Nothing seemed to slow him down as he crushed all 

opposition, always looking for the next army on the eastern horizon which would dare come out 

to stop him. The mind of Alexander the Great was perhaps filled with pride and his entire being 

driven by the thrill of war and success. Did he have any idea that he was merely a tool in the 

hand of the almighty God to sprinkle the seeds of the Greek language that would one day unite 

the peoples of the known world and vibrate with the Word of God? Perhaps it was that fear of 

being merely a tool instead of a sovereign himself that drove him to his drunken rage and young 

death. 

The empire of Alexander fell to pieces after his death in 323 BC but the seeds of the 

Greek language and thought sprouted and flourished. That bed of Greek words and ideas was 

being carefully molded by God Himself to convey perfectly that Word that God would reveal to 

His church. Everyone knew Greek, and the intermingling of the Greek language with the Jewish 

saints further tempered the language to bring a seamless transition between the Old Testament 

and the New. 

About fifty years before the night air rang with the chorus of angels, another man, filled 

with pride and lust for power drove his armies northward into Gaul and the British Isles. His 

days were filled with the joyful shouts of victory and the groans of the conquered. His earthly 

glory surpassed even that of the great Alexander. Julius Caesar stretched the Roman empire 

beyond the bounds of any empire before. 

Though mighty, the Roman Empire with its Caesars was but a tool in the hands of the 

almighty God. The Romans conquered and stayed. They built great cities and roads from city to 

city. They established law and order and seemed to conquer fear itself for peace existed from one 

end of the empire to the other. Travelers and merchants moved unmolested from city to city, and 

the pride of man swelled to new heights. They combined the free flow of great ideas through the 

Greek language with the free flow of travel and earthly power. 

Into this peaceful and powerful antichristian kingdom, God brought forth His only 

begotten Son. The vast network of travel and language would soon carry the message of 

sovereign grace and redemption in Christ alone as no other earthly tool could. Everything had 

been perfectly planned by God. The kingdom designed by Satan for the glory of man was 

worked for the glory of God. 

The birth of Christ did not go unnoticed and ignored in the great empire of peace. Herod 

rang the warning bells and in his fury at the invasion into Satan’s kingdom, he slaughtered the 

children of Bethlehem. But even this was in God’s council that His Son go to Egypt, the picture 

of Israel’s bondage to sin, and be taken back to His people again. 

The saints of the Old Testament may have been troubled when they saw the wickedness 

of man reach terrifying heights. The saints at the time of the apostle Paul were also inclined to 



fear. Our comfort comes in the knowledge that God will be glorified in Christ, and Christ will be 

glorified in us, His saints. “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall 

be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 

know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished 

with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 

When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe 

(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day” (2 Thes. 1:7-10). “And we know 

that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
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