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Slowly and steadily, imperceptibly, piece by piece, a rock is reduced to sand and soil. 

Waves pound incessantly, water seeps into cracks and splits the rock; acids eat away at the 

molecules and the rocks dissolve. The winds blow soil away, and heavy rain washes it into the 

rivers and sea leaving once rich soil to be barren wastelands. Sometimes erosion can occur 

quickly, but often it is a very slow process that is hardly noticed. Unless we recognize the power 

of erosion and work to prevent it, our treasured possessions eventually are reduced to rubble. So 

it is with the spiritual life of our soul: unless we recognize the power of Satan to destroy life and 

work to prevent it, we will eventually find our life in ruins. 

The life of a mature child of God is a very beautiful thing. It is the reflection of the beauty 

of Christ: the beauty of holiness. He stands strong in every sort of trouble. He is a man or woman 

we can trust. He is the elder in the church who stands strong and yet is not severe. He is one who 

brings a calm and peace to scattered sheep. He is one whose faith is childlike, yet deep and 

profound. She is the woman who is humble and modest. She listens carefully and brings 

comforting words from the treasury of Scripture. She never spreads gossip but boldly stops it 

dead, unruffled by the scorn of the talebearer. One in whom the life of Christ glows has a 

spiritual life of strength and beauty. He bears that fruit of the Spirit which is “love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the 

Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, 

envying one another” (Gal. 5:22-26). 

Such a man, woman, or child is indeed a rare gem. In fact, nobody will perfectly mirror 

this image of Christ while in this life of corruption. But this fact ought not discourage our 

striving for this goal. Nothing is more peaceful and joyous than living a strong life that bears 

abundantly the fruit of the Spirit. Nothing is more miserable than to live the life of our own 

sinful pleasures. 

Do you consider yourself one who stands strong, like a spiritual rock in Christ? If you do, 

take heed to the warning of God in 1 Corinthians 10:12 where we read, “Wherefore let him that 

thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” Do you struggle to stand spiritually, and feel weak 

and vulnerable? One of the things we need to be aware of and struggle against is that meticulous, 

slow but steady erosion of the soul worked by Satan. Often the all out assaults by Satan only 

make us stronger in faith, but it is that slow erosion that goes unnoticed until we find ourselves 

weak and ready to be crushed. 

The erosion comes in many different forms. Every aspect of a godly life is exposed. We 

are constantly pushed to compromise in our obedience to the commands of God. You young 

people are sometimes a key tool of Satan in a generation long process of erosion. Let’s look at a 

couple of examples. Your parents may have raised you with the conviction that it is the will of 

God that mothers give of their lives for their children and home, and not share it with a career or 

other personal goals. But as you grow up, you are faced with the idea that you cannot raise a 

family in today’s world without two incomes. You are given a spouse and children, and your 

employer makes it very difficult for the new mother to quit her job. Money and “needs” are 

dangled incessantly before your eyes, and you settle for some sort of compromise. Your parents 

are not real happy, but your arguments and the desire to avoid conflict begin to wear away at 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Gal+5:22-26
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=1+Corinthians+10:12


their convictions. Soon they are willing to baby-sit while mother works even more hours. The 

next generation may be willing to sacrifice their children to the Molech of worldly daycare 

centers. It is not until much later that you suddenly realize that those children missed out on that 

crucial 24 hour nurturing of a mother by her example and diligent instruction in God’s word, and 

is therefore seriously at risk in this world of growing temptations. The same sort of slow erosion 

takes its toll on the areas of our toleration of divorce or homosexuality. Satan has a way of 

making these issues very personal and driving sharp wedges into our soul to weaken and crack 

our resolve. 

But really such erosion is superficial. We become soft to all these issues we face because 

Satan has been busy wearing away that lifeline of faith that connects us to Christ. A few seconds 

here, a couple of minutes there; Satan chips away at the time spent with God’s word and with 

God in prayer. Our prayers become shorter, devotional time become sporadic and then stops. We 

go to church twice, but then begin to fill the rest of the day with other things. Our mind begins to 

wander in church, and we conclude the sermons have become rather dull and hardly worth 

listening to. When our life becomes riddled with doubts, envyings, “vain glory, provoking one 

another, envying one another” we look to the worldly books to help solve our personal problems. 

Like the prodigal son whose riches slowly dwindled to the point where he suddenly, by the grace 

of God alone, found himself desiring the food of swine; we open our eyes and find our nose deep 

in the filthy fodder of this world. 

Where am I? Where is my Father? Where is that home where I never had need of 

anything? Oh, do I desire to hear the voice of my Father. I would love nothing more than to 

speak to Him. Yes, by the grace of God alone, we see that communion with God is so necessary 

to grow and replace what has been lost to the erosive work of Satan. 

Erosion will never be prevented in this world, but even in the natural world we see that 

erosion is overcome only by the power of life. Living things grow and replace what is lost to the 

wear and tear of this world. So it is with the child of God. We are not dead and destined to 

decompose into rubble. We are living stones (I Peter 2:5). The life of Christ alone will restore the 

crumbling mess. 

The heart of this life is the faith which God gives to each of his children. We do nothing 

to earn this gift; it is freely given by grace alone to the people that God has chosen from eternity. 

Faith unites us to the life of Christ. Faith gives us eyes to see the love of God for us and our 

salvation in Christ. Faith is the life that enables the child of God to grow and develop into that 

mature child of God who stands as a beautiful tree bearing fruit and standing strong against the 

withering attacks of Satan to destroy the works of God. 

Nothing will ever uproot the child of God, but Satan will do what he can to leave you a 

tangled mess with your fruit scattered and spoiling. That Rock which is the cornerstone of the 

church will never be moved, but the people of God, the lively stones with which the church is 

built, are constantly exposed to the erosive power of Satan. This is our comfort and our hope. 

That erosion would eventually reduce the church to rubble were it not for that life giving 

power that flows from Christ into every member. May our eyes be opened to that slow process of 

soul erosion? What does God demand that we do in thankful obedience to prevent this erosion? 

Our own works in themselves will not prevent it. God calls us to do only one thing: “Pray 

without ceasing” (1 Thes. 5:17). David knew this and repeats often in his songs, “As for me, I 

will call upon God; and the Lord shall save me. Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, 

and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice” (Psalm 55:16-17). Jesus makes this clear by way of a 

parable he told “to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). “And 
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the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). Nowhere does God tell his 

children to do anything other than pray and listen when it comes to the problem of soul erosion. 

Let us take heed and enjoy a taste of heaven. 
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