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January 1 Read John 9:23-29 
 

As we come to the beginning of a new year, we must answer the question. “Are we ready to face 

those who question our faith?” This was the question of the recently healed blind man; this is the 

question that Christians will more and more face in the last days. The man was badgered to deny 

that Jesus was God. We, too, will be badgered to deny Jesus and give the glory that belongs to 

Him to someone else. Are we ready to take a stand? Have we prepared ourselves by studying 

God’s word? We have the promise that the Holy Spirit will teach us what to say, but He will only 

use the Word of God. We must know that Word in order to be able to understand what the Spirit 

is saying to us. Let us make it our resolve to know the Scriptures more and more each day. Sing 

Psalter 333. 

 

January 2 Read John 9:30-34 
 

Are we ready to be cast out? Are we willing to be cast out? Young people, are you prepared to be 

ostracized by those around you because of your willingness to profess your faith and to live out 

of that faith? This was the decision of the blind man. He had opportunity to denounce Christ and 

to “save” himself. He did not take that opportunity. He was willing to incur the wrath of the 

Pharisees of the Sanhedrin and was cast out of the synagogue for his confession. Are we ready to 

make that stand? Parents, are you teaching your children to take that stand by both your words 

and deeds? Being cast out of an earthly institution is not the worse thing that can happen to us. 

To be barred from heaven is. Sing Psalter 103. 

 

January 3 Read John 9:35-41 
 

Jesus always seeks out those who need him in their darkest hour. This blind man had been 

alienated from his parents, neighbors, and the church. It looked like all was against him. But 

Jesus found him, encouraged him, and gave him the faith to believe. We can have the same 

comfort. There is nothing on this earth which can separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus. This is the testimony of Paul in Romans 8, and this can be our testimony as well. Christ 

will find His sheep and bring to them utmost comfort. Let us spend part of each day seeking Him 

in His Word and in prayer. Let us teach our children and young people to do that as well. Let us 

say, “I believe,” and let us worship the Christ. Sing Psalter 306. 

 

January 4 Read John 10:1-10 
 

Here we hear Jesus speaking to the Jews in language that they could easily understand. They 

knew about sheep and the care of them. They knew about the dangers that sheep faced at the 

hands of evil men. These pictures are not hard for us to understand. We are God’s sheep. He 

cares for us just like any earthly farmer would care for his sheep. There are evil men in this life 

who are working for their master, Satan, and wish to harm us. As we consider these verses of 
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John 10 let us take care to understand what Jesus is saying about His church. Let us follow the 

one Shepherd Whose way is life. Sing Psalter 342. 

 

January 5 Read John 10:1-10 
Yesterday we introduced this passage of Scripture. Today let us look more closely at it. There is 

but one way into God’s sheep fold. That is the way outlined for us in His Word. To try to enter 

heaven in any other way will bring disaster upon us. Let us hear the word of the Shepherd. Let us 

study His Word in order that we can recognize His voice. If we study some other way, we will 

not hear His voice and will not be led into the safe confines of the fold. Jesus is the only door to 

everlasting life. His way is the only way to salvation. We must seek that way and enter in at that 

way. Sing Psalter 336. 

 

January 6 Read John 10:11-18 
 

In verse eleven we have one of those precious “I am’s” of Christ. Our littlest children can learn 

Psalm 23 and understand what it means. They can understand the picture of Jesus as the 

shepherd. Young people, you should not only understand the picture but be living the picture. We 

must know that as sheep we need a shepherd. We can not live on this earth without one. To rebel 

against our Shepherd will surely bring disaster for us. Let us stop and hear the Shepherd’s voice, 

let us heed that voice, and let us follow that voice. Sing Psalter 53. 

 

January 7 Read John 10:19-29 
 

In the midst of the seeming ugliness of these verses comes the shining ray of the doctrine of the 

perseverance or preservation of the saints. We are kept by Jesus and His Father. Do you feel the 

comfort that this affords to us people of God? Do you go to sleep knowing that God will keep 

you through the night and will be with you in the day to come? Do you go forth to work knowing 

that whatever may happen will work for your good? Young people, this should give to you 

comfort at school especially if you attend a school where God’s name is not spoken highly of. 

Let us live our lives kept in the comfort that God will care for us at all times. Sing Psalter 5. 

 

January 8 Read John 10:30-42 
 

The refusal to believe that Jesus is God has been evident throughout most of the new 

dispensation. The Pharisees did not believe it. The Nicene Creed was written against Arius and 

his refusal to believe that Jesus was God. This is one of the fundamental errors of Islam. Over 

against that error we have verse 30. “I and my Father are one.” This is comforting, people of 

God. This is comforting because it gives to us peace as we read about the redemptive work of 

Christ for us. We know that He did not fail upon the cross. We can know this personally and can 

be assured of it because Jesus is God. Let us believe even as some in His day believed. Sing 

Psalter 4. 

 

January 9 Read John 11:1-5 
 

In this significant chapter of John we see both Jesus’ human nature and His divine nature. We can 

even see both in verse 5. Jesus loved these sisters and brother. He loved them personally and 
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enjoyed the companionship and hospitality that they showed to Him and would show to Him in 

His time of trial. He also loved them as His sheep. This is the only love that we must covet! We 

must want the love of Jesus and seek for that love by doing His commandments. We must reflect 

that love as we are companionable and hospitable to those around us. Jesus gives to us many 

opportunities to do this. Let us not waste those opportunities, rather let us make use of them to 

glorify God. Sing Psalter 24. 

 

January 10 Read John 11:6-10 
 

Jesus will now use the occasion of Lazarus’s death to teach His disciples about the heavenly 

kingdom. It does not make much of an impression now but it will after Jesus goes into heaven. 

The disciples were still looking for an earthly kingdom. They wanted to protect Jesus from all 

harm in order that He could be king. Jesus had to show them and us that His kingdom is not of 

this world. We need this instruction because there are many who would want us to put our efforts 

into making this world a place that Christ would be pleased to dwell. We must care for our earth, 

of that there is no doubt. But our care is not to make it the place of the future kingdom. We are 

pilgrims here looking for our home which will be in heaven. This must be our focus in this life. 

The disciples had to learn this and we must not forget it. Sing Psalter 106. 

 

January 11 Read John 11:11-16 
 

Sometimes God must place before us some hard thing in order that we believe. This was the way 

it was with the disciples. Lazarus had to die and had to be raised again in order that the disciples 

might believe on the truth of Christ’s resurrection. Thomas was not alone in his pessimism. The 

other disciples, too, thought that going to Jerusalem would bring at least Jesus’ death if not 

theirs. We, too, do not seem to understand the hard way that Jesus puts before us. We ask, “Why, 

God?” We really ask this in unbelief. We do not believe that the way He leads us is really good 

for us. We think we can set the plan for our lives in a better way. Let us not fall into the disciples’ 

error, but rather let us trust in God to lead us in the good way. Let us believe. Sing Psalter 202. 

 

January 12 Read John 11:17-27 
 

Jesus would meet each of the family members. In meeting each of them He would teach them 

and us how we must believe. Practical Martha had a lesson to learn. She had to learn that she 

could not order life her way. She had to mourn the loss of her brother so that she could confess 

that Jesus was the Christ. She knew the doctrine of the resurrection, but she had to be shown that 

she did not make the schedule. She had to learn that it was God who ordered all things. Some of 

us are like Martha. We want everything to fall into order around our time schedule. We even 

want God to follow that schedule. Like Martha we have to learn to follow His time. Sing Psalter 

366. 

 

January 13 Read John 11:28-35 
 

In the shortest verse of the Bible we again see both Jesus’ human and divine nature. We will look 

at the divine nature tomorrow. Mary was off privately mourning her brother’s death. She was 

seeking comfort and not finding it in herself. Jesus had to bring her to Him and give to her the 
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comfort she needed. He did not do this in a cold theological manner. No, her elder brother wept 

with her and for her. Jesus saw her weakness and, weeping for her, went to help her. Some of us 

are like Mary. We need the comfort that only Jesus can afford. Like Mary we need Him to seek 

for us. It is impossible for us to go to Him in our strength. In fact by nature we cannot go to Him 

and will not go to Him. But because He loves us he comes to us and draws us near to Him. What 

a beautiful comfort that affords us in all trials and sufferings! Sing Psalter 361. 

 

January 14 Read John 11:33-38 
 

Jesus wept because He saw the Jew’s unbelief in their hearts. They mocked Him when He said 

He was the Son of God and let Lazarus die and therefore brought much pain into this family’s 

life. Jesus saw them as miserable comforters for Mary and Martha. Oh, they had tears running 

down their faces, but their hearts were hard. Jesus knew that some of these people would be 

hurling open insults at Him as He would hang on the cross. Jesus knew this and wept because 

these Jews had been given much and had returned little. Let us not be so hard on the Jews. Let us 

examine our own hearts. Have we been given much? The answer is yes. How do we react toward 

God in time of trial? Let us go to Him and say Thy way and only Thy way O Lord my strength 

and redeemer. Sing Psalter 389:1, 4 & 6. 

 

January 15 Read John 11:39-46 
 

Jesus had told Martha that He was the resurrection and the life. Now by raising Lazarus from the 

dead He visibly shows to her and the others the truth of that statement. Lazarus’s resurrection 

was a picture of many things. First of all, it is a picture of the spiritual resurrection that those 

who are dead in sin receive by grace through faith. Secondly, it is a picture of Jesus’ own 

resurrection which will be proof to us of our resurrection. Finally, it is a picture of our final 

resurrection in the new heavens and earth. Do you believe, people of God? There were two 

reactions to this resurrection. Some believed; others in wicked unbelief went to inform the 

Sanhedrin of the goings on in Bethany. What about us? Sing Psalter 29. 

 

January 16 Read John 11:47-57 
 

The Sanhedrin was being backed up against a wall. Their popularity was waning fast. If they 

killed Him, some of the people would revolt. If they let Him alone, their power would be eroded 

and the Romans would remove them. Against these wicked thoughts Caiaphas directed by God 

made a startling prophecy. He did not think it was so startling. He did not think it was a 

prophecy. He wickedly proposed that they find Jesus and secretly put Him to death. But God 

meant it differently. This was a very accurate prophesy of what Jesus’ death means to His church. 

He died so that we may live. Now the council wanted to seek the right time. As we know all time 

is in God’s hand. He would direct His Son’s death for His own purpose and glory. Sing Psalter 

47:1-5. 

 

January 17 Read John 12:1-11 
 

Are we greedy like Judas or loving like Mary? Are we hypocritical like Judas or do we openly 

show friendship to God’s people like Lazarus and Martha. Jesus knows that His time is coming. 
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He takes this opportunity to show His disciples that His time was coming. What effect did this 

have on the council? They hated Him the more. What about God’s people? They believed. What 

about us? In which camp do we fall? As we continue our study about Jesus’ final days on this 

earth let us see what it means for us in our daily lives. Sing Psalter 204. 

 

January 18 Read John 12:12-19 
 

As Jesus’ final days on this earth came to pass, we still see Him obeying His Father and fulfilling 

the Old Testament Scriptures. The so-called triumphal entry was prophesied both in Psalms and 

in the prophets. There were many that day who cried “Hosanna” who in a week’s time would cry 

“Crucify Him.” Jesus will be making the triumphal entry at the end of time. How are we 

preparing to see Him? Are we eagerly watching the signs of the times? Or are we trying to 

produce a heaven on earth? Christ was entering Jerusalem on His way to death so that we may 

live. Let us cry Hosanna! Sing Psalter 320. 

 

January 19 Read John 12:20-28 
 

As the day for Jesus’ crucifixion grew closer He more and more plainly began to teach those 

around Him the manner of His death and the fact of His resurrection. The disciples were 

obviously puzzled by all that He said and by all that was happening around Him. But Jesus was 

using each incident to teach them so that they would be able to teach and preach after His 

ascension. We, too, must learn from this and prepare ourselves for Jesus’ second coming. We like 

the disciples would like to arrange matters to our own liking. Even as Jesus showed His 

willingness to let His Father’s name be glorified by the Father’s way so must we. Sing Psalter 86. 

 

January 20 Read John 12:29-41 
 

On this final day in the temple Jesus is first of all making it clear about the manner of His dying. 

Secondly, He is carrying out His Father’s will in that His hour is now come. Each of these 

statements inflamed the Sanhedrin more and more. While they were looking for a way to kill 

Him secretly, He was making it necessary that the Scriptures be fulfilled in His death. Each time 

that He reminded them of Old Testament words which pointed directly to Him, hatred against 

Him must have boiled up more and more. Once again we must be admonished to know the 

Scriptures and to believe the Scriptures concerning Christ. Sing Psalter 185:1-5. 

 

January 21 Read John 12:42-50 
 

People of God, do you love the praise of men better than the praise of God? Young people, do 

you hide who you are so that you are not mocked by those around you? If Jesus would have 

followed those sentiments, there would have been no salvation for us. Think about that for a 

minute. Jesus said the very things that would eventually bring about His death. He equated 

Himself with the Father. That was the charge which brought about His death. Can we confess His 

name even when it may bring us hardship? Let us go the cross and ask for forgiveness for the sin 

of failing to confess God before men. Then let us pray for the grace to confess Christ before men. 

Sing Psalter 185:6-9. 
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January 22 Read John 13:1-11 
 

In washing the disciples’ feet Jesus performed the duty of the lowest household slave or servant 

in Israel. Washing feet was a sign of hospitality in dry dusty Judea. In washing the disciples feet 

Jesus was showing them and us that we must wash each other’s feet. We must be willing to take 

upon ourselves the most menial tasks to help those around us. Washing each other’s feet shows 

our love toward them. Washing feet may be unpleasant at times, but it must be done. Each of us 

must look for ways to serve our fellow Christians around us. There is no praise in washing feet 

but the praise of God. What more do we need? Sing Psalter 305:1-5. 

 

January 23 Read John 13:12-21 
 

As the hours grew closer to His death, Jesus began to set in motion the way of that death. It was 

now time to identify His betrayer. Judas had been with the disciples in body throughout Jesus’ 

time on this earth but he had not been with them in spirit. He had been the treasurer of the group, 

but he was a thief. When the Sanhedrin gave notice that they would reward anyone who would 

help them kill Jesus, he began to make plans. But now Jesus forces his hand. Even though the 

Sanhedrin did not want the deed done during the Passover feast, Jesus’ hour had come. It was 

time to sacrifice the final Passover so that His people would be enabled to enter the heavenly 

Canaan. Thanks be to God that the way of our salvation was ordained by Him and not by us. For 

if it was not God’s way there would be no way at all. Sing Psalter 186. 

 

January 24 Read John 13:22-30 
As Jesus was putting in motion events connected with His death, He was also ushering in the 

church of the New Dispensation. He was going to institute the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as 

a sign of His death. But to do that He had to purify the band of disciples as they represented that 

church. Judas had to be excused in order that the table of the Lord was not profaned. This shows 

us the necessity of guarding the table today. The elders have been given this task and must carry 

it out diligently. Each time that we celebrate Communion, let us look back at the first Lord’s 

Supper for instruction in doing it properly. Only in the proper administration of the sacraments 

will the church and we be blessed. Sing Psalter 203. 

 

January 25 Read John 13:31-38 
 

The end of this chapter and the verses of the next few chapters are replete with instruction to the 

church of today. We need to study these words of Scripture often to learn how we must behave in 

the church. Jesus commands us that we love one another. He tells us that we must make this the 

focus of our lives. This love must be a reflection of His love for us. This love must not be to gain 

praise of men. This love must not be a shallow love. This love must be the same love that Christ 

exhibited as He walked the way to the cross. Peter did not understand that love and would have 

to learn a hard lesson over the next few days. We are no different than Peter. Let us learn his 

lessons by knowing God’s word. If we do not, God will have to teach us in a very hard way. Sing 

Psalter 369. 

 

January 26 Read John 14:1-6 
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People of God, are your hearts troubled? Are there things happening to you which cause you 

spiritual pain? Is a loved one dying? If your hearts are troubled, take the time to read this chapter 

often. Because Jesus has gone to heaven and is preparing a place for us there, our hearts need not 

be troubled. When our place is ready, we will be delivered from this vale of tears. Because He is 

the way, the truth, and the life; we need not fear what happens on this earth. Jesus is the way to 

the Father, and of that there is no doubt. Let not your hearts be troubled, believe in God and He 

will give you the comfort found in Him. Sing Psalter 357. 

 

January 27 Read John 14:7-14 
 

As Jesus continues His words of comfort that night, the disciples were plainly puzzled. All that 

was going on around them had confused them greatly. Jesus was teaching them and us about 

Himself and the Father. He was leaving with them great promises. These are the promises that 

He gives to us. He tells us to walk in His name and we will be blessed by the Father. He tells us 

to pray that we may receive the blessing of the peace of knowing the Father. Are we walking in 

God’s commandments? Are we daily praying for peace? If we are, we will find the peace that 

comes only from God. Sing Psalter 348. 

 

January 28 Read John 14:15-21 
 

Do you love Christ? Do you keep His commandments? The two go hand in hand. You cannot say 

that you love God and ignore His commandments. There are many in the world who think that 

and it brings them nothing but disaster. There is a beautiful promise in these verses. There is the 

promise of the Spirit and all the blessings of the Spirit. There is also the blessing of the love of 

the Father. As we live our lives in this sinful world, we must love God and keep His 

commandments. In this way we will be blessed. Sing Psalter 341. 

 

January 29 Read John 14:21-26 
 

Yesterday we spoke of the blessings of the Spirit. Let us look at that idea more closely today. 

Jesus was preparing to leave His disciples. He knew that they were fearful of this idea. So He 

gave to them the promise of the Spirit who would help them in all of their difficulties. We have 

that same promise. Christ has poured out the Holy Spirit upon the church. We have that 

comforter who aids us in all trials and troubles. We can be assured that He will help us even as 

we are mocked by the wicked. None of us needs to fear death because we have the comfort of the 

Spirit. Whether we are dying or have loved ones who are dying, we have a comfort unmatched 

by anything that the world can offer. Sing Psalter 391. 

 

January 30 Read John 14:27-31 
 

The world seeks peace. But they seek this peace in the wrong places. They want war to cease but 

they do not see that war is ordained by God. They want peace within the family, but they do 

despite to the family by means of divorce, remarriage, abortion, abuse, and by many other evils. 

The world does not know what true peace is. Thankfully we can find true peace. Jesus has given 

that peace to us. We have peace because we know that He is in heaven preparing a place for us. 
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Our hearts do not need to be troubled or afraid. We have the peace that passeth all understanding. 

Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift. Sing Psalter 100. 

 

January 31 Read John 14:27-31 
 

As we close this chapter let us again look at it from Jesus’ perspective. In a few short hours He 

would be captured, tortured, mocked, and unjustly judged. Then He would be hung on the cross 

and would endure much suffering and pain. What was He doing in these last hours? He was 

making sure that His disciples had the peace and comfort that they needed. What an elder brother 

that we have! He washes our feet and cares for us. Let us cherish the words in this chapter and 

remember them throughout our lives. Memorizing the chapter will afford to us much comfort no 

matter how old or young we are. Sing Psalter 331. 
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