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Alexander had no choice. Now it was public. Everyone knew what Arius said, and what 

he said was heresy. Arius ought to be excommunicated from the church. But—such an action 

would put the whole city in an uproar. Arius was much-liked by many people. As archbishop of 

Alexandria, what would Alexander do? 

Alexander was an aged, faithful servant of God and of His truth. His helper and deacon, 

the young Athanasius, loved the truth of God as well. Alexander was teaching and preparing 

Athanasius to someday be archbishop in his stead. Now was a good time to involve his young, 

redheaded student in the fray. “Athanasius, we have a serious battle on our hands. What shall we 

do?” 

Athanasius was deeply interested in the truths of Scripture. God had also gifted him with 

a sharp and brilliant mind. Though barely in his twenties, he had already written theological 

books worthy of note. Athanasius would do whatever he must in defense of the truth of the 

gospel. Together they saw that all the churches needed to be warned of the false teachings in 

their midst. 

A letter was sent to the churches of Egypt and Syria, both East and West. A council of one 

hundred bishops traveled to Alexandria from all over the Roman Empire to hear the heretic for 

themselves. The year was 323. Now the truth could come out and the poison of the lie could be 

stopped. 

Arius stood with confidence before the presiding bishops. “The three Persons of the 

Trinity are not all equal in glory and majesty. The Son was not begotten of the Father, but was 

created. He can change from good to evil.” 

It was enough for the bishops. They could hardly believe their ears. Jesus was a creature 

and not God? Arius was indeed a heretic! 

But two bishops sided with Arius. They stood firm in their false doctrine. It was then the 

solemn duty of Archbishop Alexander to pronounce the anathema of God upon these three 

together. They were cast out of the fellowship and offices of the church until they might repent of 

their heresies and lies. 

But how strong a hold had the lie already taken? The battle was by no means over. 

(to be continued) 
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