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A new season of Young People’s Societies has begun in the Protestant Reformed 

churches. The Federation Board, the young peoples’ leaders, and the young people alike look 

forward to another year of spiritual fellowship and growth. One is sure to know the young people 

and the leaders, but one might not be so sure what the Federation Board itself is and what it does. 

This article will explain the content and the purpose of the Federation Board, and it will give a 

brief background of its new members. 

The Federation Board is a group of young people, young adults, and adult advisors that 

works on behalf of the Protestant Reformed Young People’s Societies. The new members are 

first nominated by the existing Board members, and then elected by the young people. The Board 

conducts a meeting at Faith Protestant Reformed Church on the first Sunday of each month to 

carry out this work. The meetings are well attended by the Board members, and each member 

works diligently in his or her position to exercise the duty to which he or she has been elected. 

One of the main purposes of the Federation Board is to coordinate interaction among the 

Protestant Reformed Church’s Young People’s Societies. We sponsor activities and other events 

intended to promote development and growth of the young people. Mass meetings, 

singspirations, fundraisers, and conventions serve the purpose of developing unity among the 

societies. 

A second work of the Federation Board is to be involved with the publication of the 

Beacon Lights. The Beacon Lights provides edifying material for the young people to read, so it 

is necessary for Christian writers—both young and old—to devote some of their time to write for 

the covenant youth of our churches. This year the Federation Board is striving to work more 

closely with the Beacon Lights staff, and we ask that you contribute any thoughts or articles you 

may have. 

As the ruling body of the Young People’s Societies, the Federation Board seeks to 

accurately convey the Protestant Reformed position with regard to the Christian life. Our young 

people must walk together in unity and show—both in character and in speech—that they belong 

to the body of Christ. We pray that the world may see that the Protestant Reformed young people 

walk a different kind of life because of their love for God and His church. 

The Federation Board consists of a president, treasurer, and secretary, with an assistant 

for each position. There is also a librarian, youth coordinator, and two spiritual advisors. 

On behalf of the present Federation Board, we thank the following board members who 

retired this year: Trevor Kalsbeek (President), Brad Pastoor (Treasurer), Audra Bol (Secretary), 

Jeanine Boeve (Librarian), and Rev. Terpstra (Spiritual Advisor). Thanks again for your diligent 

and faithful work. 

The new members of the Federation Board were elected at the delegate meeting at the last 

convention in Loveland, Colorado. 

Matthew Overway, Vice-President, is son of Brent and Wilma Overway. He is a member 

of First Protestant Reformed Church of Holland and is presently pursuing a career in nursing at 

Grand Valley State University. He hopes his time on the Federation Board will help him learn to 



be an effective member of a governing body so that he can, by the grace of God, one day perform 

the duties to which he may be called in service for the church. 

Jeff Van Uffelen, Vice-Treasurer, is son of John and Linda Van Uffelen. He is a member 

of First Protestant Reformed Church of Holland and is pursuing a degree in mathematics at 

Grand Valley State University. He also works in the machine area at Koops Inc. He would like to 

see the Federation Board establish valuable leadership and make careful decisions. He also wants 

the Fed. Board to become a catalyst to our youth’s zealous uncovering of Scripture’s profound 

secrets, realizing that growth comes from personal study of biblical truths. 

Sara Huizinga, Vice-Secretary, is daughter of James and Barbara Huizinga. She is a 

member of Hope Protestant Reformed Church of Grand Rapids. After spending one year at 

Grand Valley State University, she is looking for full time work. She would like to see the 

Federation Board more involved with the young people, provide a good example to them, and 

show them the work that takes place. 

Sarah Koole, Librarian, is daughter of James and Gladys Koole. She is a member of Hope 

Protestant Reformed Church of Grand Rapids and is pursuing an elementary education degree at 

Calvin College. She wants to see the Federation Board guide the young people of our 

denomination closer to God, so that all they do may give glory to God alone. 

Rev. Ron Van Overloop, Spiritual Advisor, has been pastor at Georgetown Protestant 

Reformed Church since 1994. 

For a complete list of all the current members, one can look on the inside front cover of 

the Beacon Lights. 

The Federation Board welcomes the new members and asks for your prayers and for 

God’s blessing upon this new year of work. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 63 No 1 January 2004 


