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Dear Rev. Laning 
Is there such a thing as Christian fiction? If there is, what is it? I know there are authors 

who claim to write Christian fiction. Our Protestant Reformed Christian School libraries have 

titles from many of these authors. Also, is there a need for such fiction? 

Thank you for your time and consideration of my question. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Kalsbeek 

 

Dear Jay 
You ask a very interesting question, to which there are undoubtedly many aspects. I will 

attempt to set forth just a few. 

The fact that Jesus taught in parables, some of which even included dialogue, indicates 

that one can make up a story to get across a certain point. One could, therefore, write a fictional 

story in an effort to set forth clearly a biblical truth. Such a story could, I suppose, be referred to 

as “Christian fiction,” because it would be a fictional story written in an effort to illustrate truths 

of the Christian faith. 

That, of course, does not mean that all that comes under the heading of “Christian 

fiction” truly is Christian. Most of the books that claim to be Christian fiction are really books 

that aim, in a subtle way, to deny the truth of the Christian faith. Many of the authors of such 

books deny the truth that God’s elect are saved solely by His particular grace. This almost 

always comes across in their writings, and will be noticed by the discerning and cautious reader. 

In addition, these books often, in an indirect way, try to get across the idea that maintaining 

sound doctrine is really not all that important. They will invent a “Christian hero” and make him 

or her to be an outwardly moral person, but a person who is never found studying and defending 

sound doctrine, and who does not separate from those who refuse to repent of holding to 

heresies. In this way they try to get across the idea that it does not make that much difference 

what doctrine you maintain, as long as you live a good, moral life. 

But can we make use of books of fiction which claim to be Christian, but which are 

written by those who are not sound in the faith? In my judgment one can, on occasion, make 

profitable use of such a book. But to do it, he or she would have to read it in an effort to contrast 

the faith and life of the genuine Christian with that of one who is merely outwardly a Christian. It 

is true that very few read these books with this as their purpose; but it can be profitably done. A 

person could, for example, read such a work to his children, or perhaps to his younger brothers 

and sisters, and stop from time to time to ask them, “What false doctrine is this author teaching 

here?” or “Many of those who claim to be Christian will say the same thing that this character in 

the story just said. Do you see anything wrong in what he said?” Reading in this way can 

certainly be beneficial. 

Of course, there are works of fiction written by believers who are sound in the faith. But 

these are rather few in number in comparison with the vast multitude of books written by those 



who are not sound. There are many who are reading the latter, while claiming they are reading 

the former. This is something of which we must beware. 

There is also another kind of writing that is sometimes referred to as “Christian fiction.” 

There are those who like to take the true stories recorded in Scripture and make them into 

fictional stories. Perhaps they make one of the people in the story speak and describe what is 

happening from his point of view. Or maybe they invent a character, and then place that 

character into the story to describe it from within. Many details are often added to the story, to 

make it more appealing to the author and his readers. They take some of the facts recorded in 

Scripture, add some ideas of their own, and weave them together into a story of their own 

making. 

Although it may appear on the surface that this would help to make these stories “come 

alive” for young readers, there is actually a great danger in doing this. The history recorded in 

Scripture is not like history recorded anywhere else. It is the infallibly inspired Word of God. 

Our calling is to expound this Word of God, but not to add anything to it, or subtract anything 

from it (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18, 19).  

There is a big difference between expounding the Scriptures and adding to the Scriptures. 

If one expounds a passage of Scripture, using Scripture to interpret Scripture and trusting God to 

explain what a story means, then what he speaks or writes is the truth of the Word of God, and 

can nourish our souls. But if someone takes details recorded in Scripture and adds his own ideas, 

then the story that results is not the Word of God, but the word of man. And if it is the word of 

man, rather than the Word of God, then it cannot benefit our souls. Such stories become a 

distraction that would tempt us to find rest not in the promised land of heaven, but in a world of 

our own imagination. 

As I said at the beginning, there is a lot more that could be said on this subject, since 

there are many aspects to it. If you have anything more specific that you would like to have 

addressed, please write again. 
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