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As my high school career began, I started receiving tons of information about different 

colleges. I weighed the pros and cons of attending a Christian college as opposed to a public 

university. One of the advantages of a Christian college would be meeting many new people in 

the Christian faith and making new friends in both peers and advisors. The biggest disadvantage 

of the Christian college is the cost. Thus many in my class chose to go to Grand Valley State 

University, choosing a cheaper way to attain a career. I concluded that, despite the cost, I needed 

to attend a Christian college because of my desire to major in education. 

Many parents have sacrificed for years and years, sometimes even needing to ask the 

deacons to help financially so they could send their children to Christian schools. Why then now 

at eighteen should Christian education all of a sudden stop? We are still called to live an 

antithetical life. The confessions support this idea in the Heidelberg Catechism in Lords Day 52 

with Question and Answer 127. We are told that “we are so weak in ourselves, that we cannot 

stand a moment; and besides this, since our mortal enemies, the devil, the world, and our own 

flesh, cease not to assault us.” We read in Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly in all wisdom and whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus.” Titus 2:12 states, “…denying ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world.” If one is considering the field of teaching or 

training as a pastor, she/he should seriously consider the impact of training in a Christian or a 

secular college. 

I’ve been told that there is a major difference in professors in Christian and public 

colleges. At a public institution, such as Grand Valley, the professors have been known to talk of 

the immoral lives they live and use profanity which should offend the Christian student. Lord’s 

Day 36, Question 100, addresses “those who do not endeavor, as much as in them lies, to prevent 

and forbid such cursing and swearing.” Professors at a secular university also tend to teach from 

a worldly perspective. While some argue that a Christian college is more important in the 

preparation of teachers or preachers, I also argue that all of our young people must be defensive 

of the love of the truths of God’s Word in which they have been brought up. Doctrinal concerns 

and Christian living are not a concern in the teaching at a public college. At the secular college, it 

can be difficult to ask a question or ever dare to speak up during the class to state what one 

believes. Therefore the Christian student often attends class silently, absorbing information 

rather than contributing to the discussion or voicing concerns. 

The student’s relationship with the professor can also be different at a secular college. 

Large classes, typical of many secular universities, do not allow professors and students to get to 

know each other well. Also at a Christian college the relationship with the professor often lasts. 

Once the student is out of college, the professors remain a source of valuable information. This is 

important for those preparing for teaching and the ministry because college is only the beginning 

of training. Once a young adult is in the school or church, there will be questions and issues in 

which she/he needs advice. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Colossians+3:16
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Titus+2:12


The friends that are formed at college can turn into lifetime friends. At a secular college 

few friendships form because of differences in beliefs. At a Christian college, study groups 

evolve and discussions enhance relationships. As young adults leave to pursue their calling in 

various areas, it is great to stay in touch, compare how what has been learned is now applied in 

the church or school, and keep comparing notes. 

Teachers at a Christian school must teach everything from a Christian perspective. This is 

something that is taken for granted within our own Protestant Reformed circles. At a Christian 

college, one is more ready to ask the professor or a classmate how one could apply what was just 

taught to the truths of God’s words. This is not true of a secular college. 

Christian colleges also allow one to experience student teaching at private schools rather 

than the public schools. Public institutions, though, rarely allow a student teaching experience in 

a private school. Student teaching experiences are an important part of preparation for life’s 

career. In a student teaching setting one often develops patterns for and approaches to teaching 

which will be used in the years to come. 

Academically, private colleges prove more difficult. Students are challenged at private 

liberal arts institutions, like Calvin. One is not only equipped with better study habits, but also 

really challenged in thinking. Therefore the education serves not just to work towards a goal, but 

also to create an individual who is analytical and thorough. This affects the teaching profession 

in how a teacher instructs. Is the teacher going to just do the work to get it done or put his intense 

effort into the work? 

Many public institutions do not offer training in the classical languages or Dutch 

anymore. For ministers, this is a part of their required study program. If the college they attend 

does not offer these courses, the pre-seminary student is forced to look for outside tutoring or for 

another institution offering those classes. This must often be done in addition to the course load 

they are carrying during the regular semester. 

Another major issue for teachers to be concerned about is how school boards look at the 

issue. Many school boards have been known to say they would rather hire someone from a 

private Christian college than a public one if they have the choice. School board members in the 

church should encourage young people, either their own or those in the church, to seriously look 

into options at a Christian college before the higher education is begun. 

I hope to teach at our Christian schools. At a Christian college I will become better 

equipped as a teacher to be able to apply God’s word in every subject I teach. We must count the 

costs: money spent, friendships formed, study habits developed, relationships and subsequent 

learning from professors, and how the training will affect our teaching others. Is college only a 

means to an end or must we be striving for higher goals? We are, after all, preparing ourselves 

for the rest of our lives. Hopefully that preparation will have a positive impact on many others in 

the church. As Paul states in Acts 28:31, we are to teach “those things which concern the Lord 

Jesus Christ, with all confidence.” 
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