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In the last article we briefly considered the doctrines of election and reprobation. We 

noticed that “election is the unchangeable purpose of God, whereby, …he hath out of mere grace 

…chosen …a certain number of persons to redemption in Christ” (Canons I, 7). Now we move 

on to the next link in the “golden chain of our salvation” (I, Par. 2), the “L” of TULIP, limited 

atonement. 

The Arminians attempted to separate the links between our predestination and 

glorification, and our fathers at Dordt were careful to set forth the truth that our salvation, from 

beginning to end, is all the work of God. God accomplishes that work and it is in no way 

conditioned upon the works of man. Neither is that work stopped or hindered by anything outside 

of God. 

The Second Head of the Canons, in Article 1, begins with a sobering reminder of God’s 

justice. Our sins are committed against “his infinite majesty.” The just punishment for our sins is 

both “temporal” and “eternal punishment, both in body and soul.” From this punishment “we 

cannot escape.” God’s justice must be satisfied. We are left with some questions. How will 

God’s justice be satisfied? And for whom will this satisfaction be made? 

The answer to the first question is found in the next article of the Second Head. The “only 

begotten Son” of God made “satisfaction to divine justice on our behalf.” The answer to the 

second question can especially be found in Article 8. Christ died to atone for the sins of “all the 

elect” and “them alone.” That we answer this question as distinctively as our fathers at Dordt is 

very important. To confess anything less than the truth that Christ died for the elect and them 

only is to begin down the path of Arminianism. 

The truth of limited (particular) atonement relates perfectly to the truth of particular, 

unconditional election. Christ must die to pay for the sins of those who were given to Him by the 

Father. This is exactly how it is stated in Article 8 of the Second Head. A portion of Article 8 

reads, “that is, it was the will of God, that Christ by the blood of the cross, whereby he confirmed 

the new covenant, should effectually redeem out of every people, tribe, nation, and language, all 

those, and those only, who were from eternity chosen to salvation, and given to him by the 

Father.” 

The Arminians denied the truth of the particular nature of the atonement of Christ. This is 

easily proved by quoting the Second Article of The Remonstrance of 1610. The second of The 

Five Arminian Articles states, 

2. That in agreement with this (the Arminian view concerning election as 

set forth in Article 1—AJC) Jesus Christ the Savior of the world died for 

all and for every man, so that he merited reconciliation and forgiveness of 

sins for all through the death of the cross; yet so that no one actually 

enjoys this forgiveness of sins except the believer—also according to the 

word of the gospel of John 3:16, “God so loved the world that he gave his 

only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life.” And in the first Epistle of John 2:2, “He is the 

propitiation for our sins; and not only for ours, but also for the sins of the 
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whole world” (Essays in Commemoration of the Synod of Dordt 1618-’19, 

p. 208). 

Two things glaringly stand out in this Arminian statement concerning the death of Christ. 

The first is that the Arminians unashamedly state that it was God’s eternal purpose that Jesus 

Christ die for the sins of all and every man. They maintain a universal atonement. Secondly, the 

Arminians attempt to separate the merits of Christ’s death from the application of those merits. 

In other words, Christ died for all men, yet that death was wasted in many instances because 

many for whom those benefits were earned did not receive them because of their unbelief. The 

Arminians make the application of those benefits dependent upon the “free will” of man. 

A more detailed look at the Arminian’s conception of Christ’s death reveals many more 

problems. One question that begs to be answered concerning the Arminian’s view is this: If 

God’s decree was that Christ died for all men, why in the course of history did the preaching of 

the gospel go to so few and why were so few saved? Most of the people that have lived 

throughout history were never made aware of the fact that Christ died for their sins, especially in 

Old Testament times. They were never given an opportunity to “accept” the merits of Christ’s 

death. What a major blunder in God’s eternal plan according to the Arminian view of Christ’s 

death. And what a terrible waste of the merits of His death. 

Another serious problem with the Arminian heresy is that man, not God, limits the atonement. 

God wants to save all men, and Christ died for all men, yet most do not take God up on His offer. 

The atonement becomes conditioned upon man’s acceptance of the merits of Christ’s death. Man 

is decisive in the matter. 

Closely related to this is the fact that the Arminian atonement is not “effectual.” By this 

we mean that according to the Arminian view, God is unable to accomplish with the atonement 

what He desires to accomplish. God’s intentions in Christ are frustrated by unbelieving man. 

God wants to save all men and He gives His Son to die for all men, yet most men refuse the 

offered merits of Christ. The logical results of this view are frightening. If Christ’s death is only 

sometimes effectual and atones only for the sins of some men, even though God desires that this 

death atone for the sins of all men, then Christ’s death is not effectual at all. As our fathers often 

said, “A Christ for all is a Christ for none.” 

Another serious consequence of adhering to the Arminian view of the death of Christ is 

that one must deny that salvation is all of God. As mentioned earlier, whether or not a sinner 

actually enjoys the application of Christ’s merits to cover his sins depends upon the sinner’s 

“free will.” The sinner may either accept or reject those merits. God waits upon the sinner to 

decide. The sinner’s salvation cannot be completed by God until Christ’s merits are accepted. 

The salvation of the sinner becomes a cooperative effort between helpless God and sovereign 

man. 

Finally, the Arminians rob God of any certainty in His purpose. Just as we noticed in the 

previous article on election, the Arminians maintain that there is no certain election. No definite 

number of persons are elected to salvation. Who will be elected is ultimately outside of the 

control of God. It is the same with their view of the atonement. God does not decide who will 

receive the merits of Christ’s death. Man does. All is up in the air as far as God is concerned. 

Whether or not there will be a church on the earth depends upon the will of sinful man. God 

cannot be sure of anything. 

The Reformed truth in response to the Arminian error is comforting. While the Arminian 

position maintains that Christ really only died to establish a “general possibility of 

reconciliation,” the Reformed truth is that Christ has fully reconciled all of the elect to God (The 



Voice of Our Fathers, p. 385). The Reformed truth concerning the atonement is clearly set forth 

in Article 8 of the Second Head of the Canons. It reads, 

For this was the sovereign counsel, and most gracious will and purpose of 

God the Father, that the quickening and saving efficacy of the most 

precious death of his Son should extend to all the elect, for bestowing 

upon them alone the gift of justifying faith, thereby to bring them 

infallibly to salvation: that is, it was the will of God, that Christ by the 

blood of the cross, whereby he confirmed the new covenant, should 

effectually redeem out of every people, tribe, nation, and language, all 

those, and those only, who were from eternity chosen to salvation, and 

given to him by the Father; that he should confer upon them faith, which 

together with all the other saving gifts of the Holy Spirit, he purchased for 

them by his death; should purge them from all sin, both original and 

actual, whether committed before or after believing; and having faithfully 

preserved them even to the end, should at last bring them free from every 

spot and blemish to the enjoyment of glory in his own presence forever. 

Notice from this statement how the fact of Christ’s death is related to all of 

our salvation. Christ, by His death, purchased for His people not only the 

gift of faith, but also “all the other saving gifts of the Holy Spirit.” And it 

is by the power of that death that His people are preserved “even to the 

end” to “the enjoyment of glory.” The Reformed are careful to maintain 

that all of the links in the golden chain of our salvation, from election to 

glorification, are dependent upon the efficacious death of Christ. Man 

contributes nothing. God accomplishes all. 

Notice also the particular nature of the atonement of Christ. The article states clearly that 

the “saving efficacy” of Christ’s death extends to “all the elect”, and to “them alone” is bestowed 

the gift of “justifying faith.” This is what it means to be distinctive. Not only did our fathers use 

the phrase “all the elect”, but they left no doubt by adding the phrase “them alone.” Twice they 

did this, for later in the article we find the words, “all those, and those only, who were from 

eternity chosen to salvation, and given to him by the Father.” 

Another comforting aspect concerning the Reformed view of the atonement as it is set 

forth in the Canons is that it is set forth as an accomplished fact for the elect. It is more than a 

“possibility.” Christ actually paid for all of the sins of every elect person. Every elect person 

stands righteous before God. Every one of them is given the gift of justifying faith. All of the 

elect are preserved in the way of salvation unto the end. Every elect person will one day live in 

the presence of God in glory. Christ accomplished all of this by His death. 

Finally, the great comfort of this truth is that all of our salvation is accomplished by God. 

All of it has been purchased by Christ. It is not the case that Christ has made salvation 

“available” to us and we, by our own faith, must take hold of it. No, Christ has also purchased 

for us faith. “He (Christ—AJC) guaranteed by that purchase of faith that all for whom He died 

will also believe and will also lay hold personally and consciously on all the benefits of salvation 

that are in that death of Christ” (The Five Points of Calvinism, p. 55). 

This is the comforting Reformed truth concerning the atonement of Christ. 
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