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School will soon begin. As with the beginning of anything, how we begin is so important 

for how things end. In those crucial seconds before the gun sounds, a racer wiggles his or her 

toes into just the right place with every muscle ready to spring into action at just the right 

moment. It may make all the difference in the end. How you begin your year at school as 

students, teachers, parents, and anyone in the church who takes an interest in the education of the 

children, can make the year a success or a failure. 

The apostle Paul describes the whole Christian life in terms of a race. He says of the 

Galatians in their new life as Christians, “Ye did run well.” Describing his own work he says, “I 

have not run in vain.” In Hebrews 12:1 we read, “let us run with patience the race that is set 

before us.” It would be a great shame to us if we stand before this all important race of Christian 

education with our hands in our pockets looking for someone in the crowd rather than “THE 

PRIZE” (I Cor. 9:24).  

So what is the prize? Anyone with an ounce of ambition would agree that we are in a race 

in this life, but there are many different ideas of what the prize is. Many today will say the prize 

is whatever you want out of life. Some are dancing around the starting line of school waiting for 

the doors to open so that they can fight for top grades, top colleges, and big money with all the 

luxuries of this life. Others see they will not be able to compete well in that race so they seek the 

laughs of students and attention of teachers with their pranks. “If I can’t be the best kid, then 

maybe I can be the worst. Hey, I just want to have some fun.” 

Money or fun or some mixture of the two seems to be the goal of so many, but God did 

not say there were “prizes.” There is only one prize. God has given to us Christian schools, and 

these schools have one goal and one prize at the end: the goal is the glory of God. The work we 

do at school, the grades we pursue, our friendships and social life, all the work and time parents 

and others put into the school must have one unified goal: the glory of God! If our goal is simply 

to have fun, to be the best, to be the worst, to just have a nice life, to wait for serious stuff till 

later, or whatever, the prize will be Hell, and nothing else. 

The prize we seek is the “crown of righteousness.” We read of this prize in II Timothy 

4:7-8. “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth 

there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 

me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” Running our 

race to the glory of God in Christ alone will bring us to this prize. 

The idea that we can find our greatest peace, comfort, and blessedness in the way of 

giving glory to someone other than ourselves is totally foreign to the mind of an unbeliever. The 

fall of man into sin has turned his thinking one hundred and eighty degrees. The essence of sin is 

to do everything the opposite of God’s will. By the grace of God alone, He reveals to us in His 

word and opens our eyes to the truth. There is no peace in life, no joy, no pleasure greater than 

giving God all the glory. This is, after all, the purpose for which we were created. “And that he 

might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared 

unto glory” (Romans 9:23). Living under the influence of our sinful nature will blind us to the 

great value of the prize that waits at the end of our race. Pray to God and listen attentively to 

Him as He answers in His word. 
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Running this race is not easy. All the temptations, pain and suffering that comes with the 

running could be the subject of another editorial. The point I want to make is that we must do our 

best to get off on the right foot. Meditate for a while on the goal you have before you: God’s 

glory. Throw all the other goals that bombard you and bounce around in your mind out in the 

garbage. Think about the crown that is waiting for you: righteousness in Christ. Pray fervently 

that God will guide you, protect you and open your eyes to the great value of the crown. Pay 

attention to some of the details of starting the school year off on the right foot. Get some good 

supplies. Set your Bible out first. Find some passages of Scripture to focus on for the year ahead. 

Think long and hard about the attitude you have toward fellow classmates, teachers, and school 

in general. This is your race! Take it seriously. This race does not depend on your grades in 

themselves. Students who sail through with straight “A’s” can fail and loose the race if their 

focus is on anything other than the glory of God. Students who just squeak by with “C’s” or 

“D’s” because they have not been blessed academically can win the race if they keep their minds 

focused on the glory of God. Do your best for His glory. Let’s get started on the right foot this 

year. “Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown” (Rev. 

3:11).  
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