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I. Introduction 

A. For some time now there has been a popular trend relating to the way in which modern 

Christians display their faith and advertise Jesus to the world. 

1. That is by making use of some of the means of contemporary (“pop”) culture. 

a. Walk into any Christian bookstore and you will find the merchandise that can be 

used to witness of one’s Christianity and make Jesus popular. Everything from T-

shirts and baseball caps with catchy phrases on them (“Jesus, He’s the Real 

Thing”—using the Coca-cola colors and theme), to bumper stickers and coffee 

mugs (Remember the popular wrist bands “WWJD?” 

b. You have probably seen these items worn and displayed by fellow Christians at 

school, etc. And perhaps you have used these things yourselves, or at least 

wondered if you ought to. 

2. One of the most popular forms of this “witnessing” is CCM—Contemporary 

Christian Music.” 

a. An entire type of “music” has been developed by Christian “artists,” who use all 

the modern forms of music found in the world—rock, alternative, rap, country, 

etc.—in order to promote Jesus and Christian faith and “values.” 

b. Many Christian young people listen to such music and attend the concerts of such 

“musicians,” inviting their friends and schoolmates to listen and learn about 

Christ and the Christian religion. 

B. By means of this trend it is now “cool” to be a Christian. 

1. Young people are not ashamed of their faith and their Savior. 

a. They do not hide Jesus but openly advertise their faith in Him, since these means 

make them look like and popular with the world. 

b. Such openness can make us look weak in our faith and poor in our witness. We 

feel guilty and ashamed if we do not show our faith in these ways. We feel 

pressure and wonder if we ought to get “with it.” 

2. But our Reformed and biblical “antennae” indicate that something is wrong here. 

a. We are uneasy about using these means, and raise questions about whether or not 

it is valid and proper to witness in this way. 

b. Hence the main question we want to face: Is it really cool to be a Christian? What 

do YOU think? How would YOU answer this question? And why? 

 

II. Let’s face these specific questions together. 

A. First of all consider these questions critical of this trend: 

1. What do you see wrong in the above-mentioned means of promoting one’s faith? 

a. Is the use of popular culture to promote Christianity always wrong? Is this simply 

worldliness or world conformity? Cf. Romans 12:1, 2.  

(1) How do we know which means are good and which are bad? 

(2) Where do we draw the line? 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Romans+12:1,2


(3) Does Christ ever want us to try to make Him and our faith in Him “popular?” 

Cf. Matt. 16:24ff, John 6:60ff.  

(4) Do you see any evidence in the New Testament that the early Christians used 

popular forms of their culture to communicate the gospel and reach the lost? 

b. The area of so-called contemporary Christian music is a highly sensitive one, 

because this type of music is so popular and so appealing. But be objective. 

(1) What do you see wrong with this type of music? Why? 

(2) Can we distinguish different kinds within this class? I.e., types that are 

legitimate and others that are not? 

(3) Is it true as M. McLuhan said that “the medium is the message?” In other 

words, that the very form of music already communicates something bad? 

c. What biblical principles reveal the errors involved in these matters? 

(1) Does Jeroboam’s use of the golden calves apply to these modern means? If so, 

how? 

(2) Does the antithesis speak to this (“in the world but not of the world”)? Cf. II 

Cor. 6:14ff, Eph. 5:8ff, I John 2:15-17 (you may find other passages!). 

(3) Does the principle of Christian liberty also apply to these things? Cf. Rom. 14.  

2. What are some of the practical consequences of using popular culture to advance 

Jesus and the Christian faith? 

a. Do these means make Christ “cheap” and “trivial?” How so? 

b. Do these things in fact hide the true Jesus and the true gospel? How so? 

c. Will the use of such means make “worldly” Christians? Will they make anyone a 

Christian? 

d. Do such popular means say something negative about you as a Christian if you 

use them? E.g., that we are proud, obnoxious, insensitive, etc.? 

B. Secondly, now consider these questions that guide us in a positive direction: 

1. What are proper ways to witness of our faith and bring the gospel to those about us? 

a. Is it more our life and walk that must display Christ, or external “tools?” 

b. Cf. Matt. 5:13-16; Gal. 5:22-24; Acts 8:4; 11:19; I Peter 3:15, 16.  

2. How can we use good Christian music as a means to show forth Christ to those about 

us? 

a. Are biblically-sound psalms and hymns really effective in communicating the 

gospel in our modern age? 

b. Are you embarrassed by such music, or would you invite a friend to one of our 

services or to a singspiration or a good program? 

3. Now a personal question: Are you sure of your faith in Christ, so that you are not 

ashamed of Him but determined to live unto Him and witness of Him on a daily 

basis? 
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