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Professor Russell Dykstra was born on March 10, 1954, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He 

is the son of Arnold and Donna Dykstra who are members of Hope Protestant Reformed Church 

in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

Growing up in the Grand Rapids area near Hope Church, Prof. Dykstra attended Hope 

Protestant Reformed Christian School and Covenant Christian High School. Then he went to 

Grand Valley State College in Allendale, Michigan. 

While he was growing up, Prof. Dykstra’s hobbies included the ordinary things boys 

do—baseball, football, and basketball. Indoor activities included playing chess, and especially 

reading books. He has always had a love for reading. Reading is still his main hobby, though he 

and his wife enjoy inline skating and biking for exercise. 

During his teenage years, the peer pressure Prof. Dykstra experienced was mostly in the 

area of entertainment and dress. Rock music was already popular in the years he was in high 

school, and anyone who objected to it would be considered strange. Then, as now, covenant 

young people tended to follow the standards of the world’s dress, which was not always good. 

For the rest, he did not have much pressure to attend movies or to drink. The friends he 

had were not interested in that. 

There was also good and positive influence from other youth in the Protestant Reformed 

Churches. He had good examples in the young people’s society and high school—covenant 

youths who lived godly lives and showed interest in spiritual things. Perhaps that is indicated by 

the fact that out of Covenant Christian’s class of 1972 there are many who are teaching in our 

schools (at least seven) or are in the ministry of the gospel (three). It was not just that class. 

Today Prof. Dykstra sees strong homes established by many in his age group. He says that peer 

pressure is significant for teens today, so it is important to have friends that encourage us to do 

what is right. 

Prof. Dykstra married his high school sweetheart, Carol Looyenga, a member of First 

Protestant Reformed Church. They met in his first year of high school and married in 1973. The 

Lord has blessed him with a faithful wife who stood with him and assisted him through many 

phases of life and changes in vocation. God also blessed their marriage with five daughters and 

four sons. The oldest four are married. The oldest two daughters live in Iowa and Indiana, 

respectively; the rest live in the Grand Rapids area. The youngest is ten years old. God has also 

given them seven grandchildren. 

In general, God prepared Prof. Dykstra for the ministry through the solid, Christian and 

Reformed upbringing that he received in the home, as well as the instruction he received in the 

schools and in church. The blessings of covenantal rearing are cause for thanksgiving for his 

wife and him personally, as well as for their children and grandchildren. 

More specifically, God prepared Prof. Dykstra by bringing him first into the calling of a 

Christian school teacher. For most of his life he had wanted to teach, and that desire was realized 

when he graduated from college and was offered the position of teacher/administrator in the 

brand new Protestant Reformed school in Hull, Iowa. Teaching three grades gave a new meaning 

to hard work for him. He learned much about teaching, and virtually every aspect of the ministry 

involves teaching. Little did he know that it was preparation also for teaching one day in the 

seminary. Working with parents, teachers and covenant children in that setting was also very 



beneficial for learning to work with the saints in a congregation. Moving away from his family’s 

home area and getting to know saints in a completely different area was good for his family as 

well. They learned that they would always be able to enjoy the communion of saints no matter 

where God would send them. 

Then, in the providence of God, certain troubles arose in the church while he was 

teaching which caused him to focus on the minister and his work. Through it, God impressed 

upon him certain truths about the ministry. First, he saw the importance of the ministry of the 

gospel for God’s people. When there are problems involving the minister or the preaching, the 

whole congregation is in turmoil, and the church suffers. Secondly, he perceived that a faithful 

minister must be grounded in the Reformed faith and be willing to stand for it, even if it means 

persecution. Thirdly, he saw that a minister must demonstrate that he loves God’s people. When 

Prof. Dykstra’s family and peers learned of his desire to enter the seminary, their reaction was 

overwhelmingly positive. When he made the decision to seek the office of the minister, he faced 

two years of college and four years of seminary, and he had four children. There were a few who 

questioned his conviction that he must pursue this high calling, but most encouraged him and 

financially helped him and his family much over the six years. 

When asked about his memories of his years in seminary, Prof. Dykstra remembers two 

things distinctly; first, the lack of sleep. He learned to work on four hours of sleep per night on 

average. He recalls once that he was standing in the kitchen having a conversation with his wife 

when he fell asleep, and dropped the cup of tea he had been holding. 

The second memorable thing about seminary was the excellent camaraderie among the 

students. He had six years of classes (counting pre-seminary and seminary) with (now) Revs. 

Key and Terpstra. Rev. Jai Mahtani joined them from Singapore in the last three years. They 

enjoyed excellent harmony with each other, and for that matter, with the professors as well. 

In 1986, Prof. Dykstra was ordained and became the pastor of Doon Protestant Reformed 

Church for over nine years. Then in 1995, the Lord sent him to Hope Protestant Reformed 

Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan where he labored for less than a year. He has served as a 

professor in the seminary since 1996. 

Teaching catechism is one of the most enjoyable things for Prof. Dykstra. It is a great 

privilege to instruct covenant children. He enjoyed teaching in the Christian school, and he 

continued to love teaching covenant youth in catechism. 

As a minister witnessing the life of the church, Prof. Dykstra says the cause for the 

greatest gratitude is that God has maintained His truth in the Protestant Reformed Churches, 

even while He gives us the desire and opportunity to preach the gospel on the mission fields and 

to set forth the truth in discussions with other denominations. He sees the unity of commitment 

to the truth among the ministers who maintain that which they have learned in the seminary, but 

they also keep developing through solid study of Scripture. This unity is virtually unknown 

outside the Protestant Reformed Churches. 

Regarding the controversies that we have faced as churches, Prof. Dykstra says that 

controversies are never pleasant. Most of the controversies he has witnessed have involved 

matters that really should not have been elevated to the level of bitter disagreement, or those 

centered on particular persons, usually ministers, or activities. 

For men considering the ministry of the Word to be their calling, Prof. Dykstra has these 

questions: 

a. Do you know and love God in Christ? A minister is a slave of Christ. He must love 

Him. 



b. Do you believe and love the truth? It is not enough to know it; a minister must love 

the truth of God so much that he is willing to lose all things for the sake of the truth. 

c. Do you know and love the Protestant Reformed Churches? The call to the ministry is 

not some general, ambiguous desire. Christ calls a man to serve His church. In our 

case, He calls a man to serve the Protestant Reformed Churches. 

d. Do you love God’s people? A minister is a shepherd of a flock of Christ. A shepherd 

must love his sheep. 

If these things are not found in a man, he cannot serve as a minister of Jesus Christ in the 

Protestant Reformed Churches. 

Concerning changes in the thinking, attitudes, and behavior of the young people, Prof. 

Dykstra’s major desire for the young people is the same that he has for all members of the 

Church of Christ, namely, that they live their confession. Our young people know the truth. They 

make beautiful confessions of the truth in society, catechism, school, discussion groups at 

convention and even in discussions with others at work. But sometimes it seems that we consider 

religion to be a compartment of our lives. It is almost as if religion is like a valuable treasure 

under lock and key, but taken out of a cupboard when it is time to talk religion, and put away 

again when we turn to another area of life. Prof. Dykstra has seen concrete incidents of this at 

conventions where certain youths talked very knowledgably about the Bible’s teaching on a 

doctrine or aspect of the believer’s walk, only to be caught with the most profane and godless 

music CDs in their room that night. That saddens him beyond words. We must live as God’s 

covenant people every day, all day, and in all activities. 

There is much that encourages Prof. Dykstra about our young people in every way. He 

sees what he considers to be genuine interest in the Reformed faith as well as the history of the 

church. In the face of tremendous pressure and great temptation directed specifically against 

covenant youth, he sees the struggle to live faithful to God and His Word. He does not see this in 

all, nor is anyone immune to the temptations. Everybody can and does fall into sin, but he sees a 

commitment to the truth that is neither superficial nor pietistic. 
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