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There have always been subjects in the church that have been a bit harder to put a finger 

on what is right and what is wrong. There are some issues that Christians are at liberty to decide 

on by themselves (within the bounds that Christ has set). There are issues that we can see are 

dead wrong and then there are issues that we agree with. Some things will always be a struggle 

with the church. I’m hoping to shed a bit of light on some of those things that are hard to put a 

finger on in the area of music. So I’m asking you to read and judge for yourself. 

Last time we considered music in the light of the first two commandments. Lest I become 

repetitive, I decided to lump the last few commandments together. They are all part of practical 

life living and it would be hard to do an article on each one without repeating myself. 

Music is very much a part of life and must be held up to the light of the Ten 

Commandments. God has given these commandments for the rule of life and we need to follow 

them in all areas of life including that of music. Not one area of life should be excluded from the 

light of Scripture. 

By “music” in this particular article, I mean especially the lyrics and words to the music. 

Music without the lyrics could be debatable as well but that would probably be best left for 

another article and someone who knows more about the psychological effects of music. 

It is a bit simpler to stick with the lyrics of music as we hold it to the light of scripture. It 

is easy to label some music as right or wrong. On the one hand, God has given us music that we 

can sing and glorify Him with. On the other hand there is music that is (and we know is) wrong. 

Yet, there are some area of music that, well, are questionable. That is the type of music that we 

are going to hold up to scripture. I’m not going to discern for you but I ask you to seriously 

consider all areas and discern for yourself. So, keep your mind open, and consider with me. 

There is lots of music that can fall into the questionable category. I’ve often thought 

about children’s music. Could there be areas here that we should be careful with? What about 

folk music? What about the music that you listen to in the car? We must look at it all in the light 

of scripture. 

Don’t get me wrong; I think a lot of this music is neat. There probably is nothing wrong 

with some of it, but just consider with me the possibilities: 

As I mentioned before, these commandments are those of more practical application. The 

third commandment talks about swearing and cursing, the fourth about keeping the Sabbath holy, 

the fifth about honoring father and mother and so on. They seem pretty simple. Yet we have 

much more light if we look at them through the eyes of our forefathers in the explanations that 

they give on the Commandments. The Catechism goes much further than just going to church on 

Sunday and not swearing. Those who wrote the Heidelberg Catechism saw very much the 

importance of explaining the Laws a bit more. 

Let’s look a bit more carefully in the light of the Catechism. (Take the time to look over 

the Catechism articles Lord’s Day 34-44, specially paying attention to Lords Day 36 and 

following.) We notice by looking at these articles that different parts really pop out at us. In 

Q&A 99, it talks about rash swearing and profaning the name of God. Yet, if we read a bit 

farther, it says “nor by silence or connivance be partakers of these horrible sins in others.” This is 

a pretty strong statement. We are not to silently listen to others take the name of the Lord in vain 

and swear or we also are guilty of that sin. It’s scary to think about this especially when we think 



of all the times that we willingly listen to music that does this. We think that just by listening to 

it and not swearing ourselves in music we are ok, but we are not! So, don’t be afraid and do turn 

of the filth that takes the name of our Lord in vain. It is such a heinous of a sin that “He has 

commanded this sin to be punished with death” (Q&A 100). 

Consider the commandments with me a bit more. Parents, your children are a blessing 

sent to you to teach in the ways of the Lord. Through the songs that they hear and sing are they 

able to glorify God? Do they honor you as a parent? Through the songs that they sing do they 

express hate and dishonor to a fellow Christian also walking in this life? Parents, be aware of 

what your children are listening to and compare it to the word of God. Make sure that what they 

are listening to and what you are teaching them is not causing them to covet. Consider those 

“harmless songs.” This is our ultimate rule in the walk of life and faith: to Honor God. We are to 

do this in music as well. Thus, walk more and more in the Commandments of God so that “we 

may learn more and more to know our sinful nature, and thus become the more earnest in 

seeking the remission of sin and righteousness in Christ” (Q&A 115). May God be with you as 

you grow in His Word and discern between right and wrong. 
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