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April 1 Read Romans 4:6-12, LD 23 Q&A 60 

 

After having received the blessed assurance that we are righteous before God, the explanation of 

the source of that righteousness is explained. We learn that that righteousness is not in ourselves 

but in Jesus Christ. This is a very blessed thought. There is nothing that can dissuade us from that 

confidence. We embrace this righteousness with the confidence that our own unworthiness is 

overcome by Christ. What else do we need? What else could we want? This should provide us 

great comfort no matter what situation in life we are placed. We are righteous by faith alone! 

What a grand and glorious truth! Thanks be to God. Sing Psalter 83. 

 

April 2 Read Romans 4:13-18, LD 23 Q&A 61 

 

Paul in this chapter of the epistle to the Romans is answering many of the questions that may 

arrive by the detractors of this blessed doctrine. The great reformer Martin Luther found utmost 

comfort in this book of the Bible and especially in the truth of justification by faith alone. The 

writers of our beloved catechism felt it necessary to turn to the same theme. They realized that 

the enemies of justification by faith alone are found in every generation. We must go forward in 

life armed with the Word of God as it is found in Romans and explained in LD 23 and fight those 

who would convince us to believe that we can justify ourselves before God. We cannot. We 

never will be able to do so. Give God the glory. Justification is by faith alone. Sing Psalter 27. 

 

April 3 Read Romans 4:19-25, LD 24 Q&A 62 

 

Good works theology is almost as old as the history of the world. It was this theology that Satan 

used in Eden to convince Eve to sin. It was this theology that caused Cain to bring an 

unacceptable offering to God. The Pharisees believed in salvation by works. Jesus constantly 

preached against this heinous doctrine. The apostles and other writers of Scripture exposed this 

lie. This lie was the battle fought in the great reformation. Are we fighting this battle? Or do we 

think we can and must do some good in order to appear righteous before God. People of God, 

join with the church militant and fight for justification by faith and not by works. We cannot 

appear before God claiming righteousness based on our works. If we do, we will be condemned 

to Hell. Sing Psalter 29. 

 

April 4 Read Romans 5:1-8, LD 24 Q&A 63 

 

The writers of the catechism continue to use the strategy of the writer of Romans. They continue 

to bring up all the objections that the enemies of the truth hurl at God and His church. They 

continue to answer based on the Word of God. Now they want to examine the worth of those 

good works. They dismiss those who insist that our good works merit of themselves something 

now and in eternity. The answer is simple and comforting. Any reward that we obtain is not 

because of the worth of the works but rather because of the grace given by God to perform those 

works. He has ordained them. It is only by His gracious care that we do them. We must give God 
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and only God the glory for any good that we might do. To do otherwise is to try to come before 

Him in a robe woven by our own filthy hands. This we know will bring disaster. Grace, only 

grace. Sing Psalter 261. 

 

April 5 Read Romans 6:1-6, LD 24 Q&A 64 

 

Another charge is hurled at us. So then you sin so that you receive much grace?! Like Paul, the 

catechism’s authors refute this charge down most vigorously. Using the sword of the Spirit, they 

tell us that it is impossible for the child of God not to bring forth fruits of thankfulness for the 

great blessing he has been given. God’s gift of faith brings for those good works even as fruit 

and vegetable seeds bring for fruit as they grow and mature. Rather than make us careless and 

profane, justification by faith should spur us to “work out our own salvation with fear and 

trembling.” It should make us work to “make our calling and election sure.” These are not cries 

for works righteousness. But rather calls for us to acknowledge that God and only God works 

faith and the resulting good works in us. Thanks be to God. Sing Psalter 379:1-5. 

 

April 6 Read Ephesians 1:9-14, LD 25 Q&A 65 

 

Now that the vicious objections have been answered the writers seek to show to us various 

aspects of this doctrine. First of all we see that faith comes to us by the Holy Spirit through the 

means of grace: preaching and the sacraments. Were we tempted to miss church yesterday? Did 

we think that not being there was not so bad? If we did, we were sorely mistaken. What about 

you, children and young people? Do you treat catechism as the means of grace that it is? Parents, 

do you impress upon your children the importance of catechism that has been placed upon it by 

God! It is by the means of grace that the Holy Spirit works in us. To ignore the means of grace is 

an attempt to “quench the Spirit.” Let us strive to seek the true preaching of the Word every time 

that we are commanded to come under it. Let us seek the benefits of faith and not willingly 

ignore them. To seek the means of grace will bring to us great comfort. Sing Psalter 391. 

 

April 7 Read Exodus 12:21-28, LD 25 Q&A 66 

 

Yesterday we considered the worth of the preaching as a means of grace. Today we must 

examine the worth of the sacraments. These visible signs show to us the means of our salvation. 

They also are means to bring to us assurance of that salvation. Because they are means of grace 

we must use them in the solemnity due them. They are not reason for earthy celebration. These 

are times of spiritual contemplation and joy. In these sacraments we see the deliverance from the 

ugly stain of sin which would prevent our entrance to the throne room of God. There is much 

comfort in the sacraments for the people of God. Let us use them as He has intended. Sing 

Psalter 311. 

 

April 8 Read Galatians 3:22-29; LD 25 Q&A 67 

 

In the last two day we have been looking at the means of grace: preaching of the Word and the 

administration of the sacraments. In this question and answer we see clearly the purpose of the 

means of grace. They show to us that our salvation is only from Christ. If we hear any preaching 

that proclaims otherwise, we must flee from that preaching! If we see the sacrament used for 
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some other purpose we must not be caught up in that kind of administration of the sacraments. 

The means of grace afford us great comfort. Let us use them only as God has commanded. To do 

otherwise would be to oppose Him and His Word. Sing Psalter 342. 

 

April 9 Read I Cor. 10:1-4; 15-17, LD 25 Q&A 68 

 

You can see in this Lord’s Day the writers’ intention. This intention is to expose the error of the 

Roman Catholic church in multiplying the number of sacraments. This is wrong because a true 

sacrament is one that is instituted by Christ for the New Testament church. Any other sacrament 

is manmade and is contrary to the word of God. We can be guilty of this wrong by elevating 

other practices—worthy in themselves—to sacrament status. We can also be guilty of this by not 

using the two sacraments we have been given properly. Let us seek to avoid these evils and use 

the means that God has given to us to show us our blessed salvation. Sing Psalter 370. 

 

April 10 Read Genesis 8:1-5; 15-17, LD 26 Q&A 69 

 

Now our beloved catechism turns to each sacrament specifically and examines it and shows to us 

the comforts we derive from it. There are several places in the Old Testament which point to 

baptism. The first of them is the flood. Even as God used the flood to cleanse the world and 

purify the church, so the water of baptism is used to symbolically cleanse us from our sin. In 

baptism we see that the blood of Christ cleansed us from all of our sin. Baptism in not just for the 

family of the baby being baptized. It is for the church. We must see in each and every baptism 

how we are cleansed from sin. With this sacrament we have the promise that Christ by His blood 

has washed us whiter than snow. Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift! Sing Psalter 285. 

 

April 11 Read Exodus 14:21-25; 29-31, LD 26 Q&A 70 

 

In this question and answer we find the meaning of being washed by the blood of Jesus. Being 

washed by His blood affects all aspects of our lives. It is to crucify the old man and to live the 

life found in the new man. This has many practical applications for each of us. We must ignore 

and fight against the sin that is around us. We must seek those things which are from above. We 

must lay up treasures in heaven and not on this earth. We must be thankful for the free salvation 

wrought for us by Christ on the cross. As we witness baptism, let us thank our heavenly Father 

for the gifts shown in it. Let us vow along with the parents to live the lives of those redeemed by 

the blood of the Lamb. Sing Psalter 214:1-3. 

 

April 12 Read Matthew 28:16-20, LD 26 Q&A 71 

 

One of the blessings of the church of the new dispensations is the Holy Scriptures. For in them 

we can find the commands of God concerning His worship. This is true for baptism as well. We 

can trace the origins of baptism in the Old Testament. We can look at the baptizing done by John 

and even at Jesus’ baptism. But today’s text is very clear that the command to the church is to 

baptize. We can, by reading the book of Acts, see that the early church carried out this command. 

We, too, as a continuation of that church baptize. We must present our children for baptism. We 

must obey the vows we make in baptism. Let us partake of this sacrament as a blessed reminder 

of the washing away of our sin. Sing Psalter 425:4-6. 
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April 13 Read Matthew 3:10-17, LD 27 Q&A 72 

 

You may notice that the writers of the catechism write many words about the sacraments. This is 

undoubtedly because the Roman Catholic church had perverted the sacraments so much. Here we 

are reminded that the water does not wash away our sins. The water is only a sign of that 

washing. Only the blood of Christ and the work of His Spirit in our hearts can cleanse us from 

our iniquities. Let us use the sacraments as they are intended. Let us not make them more 

important than the thing signified. Let us obey Christ in each sacrament and use them properly. 

Sing Psalter 140. 

 

April 14 Read Revelation 1:1-6, LD 27 Q&A 73 

 

People of God, do you seek the assurance that your sins have been forgiven? Do you seek that 

assurance in the proper way? God has given to us the sign of baptism as one of the means of 

finding that assurance. In baptism we are shown that salvation and the forgiveness of sins is truly 

God’s work. We can easily see that a few drops of water or even a brief period of immersion 

cannot rid us of the filthy stain of sin. We also see in the external washing the truth that we 

cannot remove sin from us by ourselves. We need the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts to do 

this. Let us through baptism be comforted by the Comforter that our sins are truly forgiven. Sing 

Psalter 232. 

 

April 15 Read Acts 2:37-42, LD 27 Q&A 74 

 

One of the great truths which is shown in baptism is the truth of the covenant of grace which 

God has established with us and with our seed. This is of no little comfort. Each time we take a 

child to baptism or observe the baptism of another of the covenant seed, we are reminded of this 

great truth. In believing this truth we set a pattern for how we order our homes. In believing that 

our children are included in the covenant we educate them covenantally. Young people, this has 

implications for you as well. You may not despise the instruction of the home, of catechism, and, 

if God allows, the covenant school. You must embrace this instruction as a gift from God. To do 

otherwise is to bring despite upon God‘s sacrament. Let us rejoice in the baptism of infants as it 

is God‘s way of showing to us the beautiful truth of the covenant. Sing Psalter 360. 

 

April 16 Read Luke 22:14-20; LD 28 Q&A 75 

 

If the writers of the catechism were concerned by the proper use of baptism, they were doubly 

concerned with the proper use of the Lord’s Supper. If they were concerned, we, too, must be 

concerned. We must be concerned because the truths signified by communion are the heart and 

soul of our salvation. Just as we would not misuse something that belonged to an earthly ruler, 

we must not misuse that which belongs to our heavenly King. Again we must see that the 

elements, the bread and wine, are signs of wonderful spiritual truths. We may not use the Lord’s 

Supper out of either custom and habit or out of superstition. We must use them as God has 

commanded in in Word. Sing Psalter 313. 

 

April 17 Read I Corinthians 11:23-29, LD 28 Q&A 76 
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There are many aspects to the idea of the Lord’s Supper. First of all we embrace the truth that we 

are forgiven of our sins by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. This is central. If we do not have 

that assurance, than we have no assurance of eternal life. Secondly we see in the Lord’s Supper 

the truth of the communion of saints. The whole idea of supper is a time of fellowship. The 

fellowship seen here is that of the body of Christ-the church. By Him we are united together with 

saints of all ages, from all walks of life, and from all places on this earth. We must see this as we 

partake of this sacrament. We must believe this as members of the body of Christ. It is for this 

that we should long, whether we be saints who have professed our faith or children and young 

people desiring to profess our faith, so that we can partake in this beautiful sacrament. Sing 

Psalter 369. 

 

April 18 Read Exodus 24:3-8, LD 28 Q&A 77 

 

Again the catechism‘s writers take great pains to show us that the idea of the Lord’s Supper is 

scriptural. It is a supper in which we partake of the covenant as Christ has established it with us. 

Christ broke the bread and poured out the wine. He did it symbolically with his disciples and he 

did it for us on the cross. As we partake of the Lord’s Supper we must look past the earthly 

elements and look at their spiritual meaning. Israel of old had to look past the blood of animals 

and look forward to Christ. With them we have been placed in the covenant. Not by any thing we 

have done but only by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Let us partake of the Lord’s Supper 

with this in mind. Sing Psalter 88. 

 

April 19 Read John 6:32-40, LD 29 Q&A 78 

 

Like in baptism, we are instructed to not become caught up in the symbols. We must rather look 

at what they symbolize. Christ Himself showed his disciples and us that He is the bread of life. 

Even as bread feeds our earthly body so He feeds us spiritually by His word. Bread is often 

called the “staff of life.“ The Bread of Life is the staff of life. Without Christ we will surely die 

spiritually. When we partake of the Lord’s Supper we are assured that by His death and broken 

body we will have eternal life. We must never minimize this fact by minimizing the sacrament. 

We must also not minimize the fact by making the sacrament more than it is. This is the sin of 

the Roman Catholic Church when they say that the bread becomes the real body of Christ in the 

mouth of the partaker. Let us cleave to the bread of life, Christ. Sing Psalter 222:1, 5 & 9. 

 

April 20 Read John 6:52-58, LD 29 Q&A 79 

 

Young people, you have either learned or will learn the questions of these Lord’s Days on the 

sacraments. You may have groaned under their tediousness. You may have thought that the 

writers spent too much time on the truths contained in them. We saw in our reading for today 

that the error exposed in this question and answer was faced by Christ. The Jews wanted to make 

Jesus guilty of making them cannibals. Unbelief was the reason for their apparent confusion. 

They had forgotten the lessons found in the old dispensation about signs. Paul said that they 

seemed to be wise but they “became as fools.” Let this never be said of us. The sacraments are 

means of grace. Let us hold to them even as Christ has blessedly instituted them for us. Sing 

Psalter 312. 
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April 21 Read Hebrews 9:24-28, LD 30 Q&A 80 

 

The Roman Catholic Church was guilty of believing in works righteousness in the mass. But are 

we any different? Do we treat the Lord’s Supper as if it can save us from our sins? We do if we 

give more importance to it than to the preaching of the Word. We do if we think that the four 

Sundays of the year on which it is celebrated are more important than the other forty-eight. The 

Lord’s Supper is a blessed sacrament to be sure. The truths of the symbolism of the bread and the 

wine are to be precious. We must never fail to see that the joy of the Spirit is found at the table. 

This we must never do. But we must never elevate the Lord’s Supper above that which it was 

intended. This is the sin of the Roman Catholic Church. If we do this, we, too, will be guilty of 

making the Lord’s Supper a cursed idolatry. Let us seek grace to flee from this sin. Sing Psalter 

308. 

 

April 22 Read Psalm 103:1-8, LD 30 Q&A 81 

 

The final two questions bring out the comfort found in these Lord’s Days about the Lord’s 

Supper. We see that the Lord’s Supper was instituted for a particular group of people. These are 

the people who have been purchased by the blood of Christ. It is these people that seek for the 

true bread and wine. It is these people that earnestly desire the blessings found in this sacrament. 

And it is these people who go away from this supper strengthened by God. Then these people 

desire to live lives of sanctification. Young people, is this your desire? Are you desirous of 

making confession of faith so that you can be fed at the table of the Lord. By God’s grace I 

sincerely hope so. Sing Psalter 280. 

 

April 23 Read Psalm 50:14-23, LD 30 Q&A 82 

 

The catechism seems to end its exposition of the Lord’s Supper on a negative note. We may 

wonder why? Then we should examine the question more carefully and see its meaning for us. 

We must see that fellowship at the table of the Lord is a picture of the fellowship that the church, 

the body of Christ, will have with Him in heaven. Then we will see that this question for us is not 

so negative. We will see that our acts of keeping the table holy in this life is a picture of that holy 

table in heaven. This should cause us to seek a pure table now as a picture of that blessedly pure 

table in heaven. We will quickly see our sin and realize that with out the grace of God we do not 

belong at the table either. Then with joyful hearts we will seek Him daily and long for His table. 

Sing Psalter 138. 

 

April 24 Read Matthew 16:13-19, LD 31 Q&A 83 

 

In the last Lord’s Day the truth of the keys of the kingdom of heaven was mentioned. Now the 

writers of the catechism expound that truth. We are first told what those keys are. As the name 

indicates these keys are the means given by God to the church of opening and shutting the 

kingdom of heaven. The church uses these through the ordained offices of minister and elder. 

Though it is true that believers, too, in their office must apply the truth of the keys, but officially 

the key power belongs to those who have been ordained by God. These keys are the means by 
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which the table is kept pure on this earth. This is also the means that God uses for the protection 

of his church. Sing Psalter 64. 

 

April 25 Read John 4:31-38, LD 31 Q&A 84 

 

The first key is that of the preaching of the Word. This is used not only each Sabbath but also in 

the catechism room. This key, as we read, applies the blessings of salvation to the believer and 

condemns the reprobate to eternal damnation. To neglect the preaching of the Word is to ignore 

the power that is seen in it. This power is given by God for His church and neglecting it is a 

serious matter. Preaching must remain central in our worship service. Nothing may replace it or 

take away from its importance. As soon as we minimize the preaching we risk having the 

candlestick removed for our churches. Let us treat this key as it has been ordained by God. Sing 

Psalter 350. 

 

April 26 Read Matthew 18:15-20; LD 31 Q&A 85 

 

The second of the keys of the kingdom is one which has grown into disfavor and disuse today. It 

is not considered loving to admonish or even to excommunicate those who are walking in sin. 

We see this on the playground when a person is mocked for daring to tell a fellow student that he 

should not walk in a certain way because it is sin. We see it in the work place when 

“whistleblowers” are made the pariah of the work place. And sadly we see it in the church when 

the elders are condemned for working with a sinning member as Christ has commanded us. We 

must have this key and we must use it. To do other wise is to bring despite upon the church of 

Christ. To not use it is risking the wrath of God upon us and our children. Let us walk the way of 

Matthew 18 in brotherly love and let us use this key as God has commanded. Sing Psalter 141. 

 

April 27 Read Galatians 5:19-26, LD 32 Q&A 86 

 

We now come to the third part of the catechism—the section labeled “Of Thankfulness.” After 

seeing our sin, and after learning the way of deliverance we are instructed in how we can be 

grateful for that deliverance from the misery of our sins. The first question that is asked goes 

back to the subject of good works. Here we learn that there is a threefold reason for doing good 

works. First of all, we do them to praise Him for His work of salvation in us. Second, we do 

them to assure ourselves of our salvation. Finally, we do them so that those around us may see 

the source of our salvation and, if it please God, might come to salvation themselves. These three 

reasons should give to us great cause for consideration. We must realize that our good works are 

not self-glorifying. Rather our good works are for God’s use both in us and for those around us. 

Walking in good works is necessary for the child of God. Sing Psalter 105. 

 

April 28 Read I John 3:11-18, LD 32 Q&A 87 

 

In this question an objection is answered against the doctrine of good works. The objection is can 

you be saved and still live a life of evilness on this earth? The answer leaves no doubt, as did our 

Scripture reading, that this can never be. The redeemed child of God not only must leave the 

works of sin behind him, but he will want to do so. He will not wish to be tainted with the sins of 

the world. He will see that to continue to walk in evil ways will jeopardize his inheritance. As 
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Jesus taught, “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” If we are truly thankful for our deliverance 

from sin we will desire to walk more and more in then newness of the life that God has placed in 

us. Sing Psalter 93. 

 

April 29 Read Romans 6:7-14, LD 33 Q&A 88 

 

The catechism now turns to the truth of man’s conversion as he walks the life of sanctification. 

First of all, we are told that we must no longer walk in the ways of Satan. We must not put our 

hands to the plow of salvation and look back at our old life. This was the sin of Lot’s wife. 

Second, we must seek to walk in the way of the new man of righteousness that God has placed in 

us. In comparing these two ideas we see the sharp line of the antithesis which we are called to 

walk every day. Every day we must put off sin and embrace the ways of God. Every day we 

must seek to root out the tares of sin and cultivate the plants of righteousness. Let us daily pray 

for the grace to do this as we are thankful for the salvation God has wrought in us. Sing Psalter 

84. 

 

April 30 Read Joel 1:8-13, LD 33 Q&A 89 

 

Young people, are you truly sorry for the sins that you commit against your brothers and against 

God? Children, are you sorry for sinning against your parents and teachers? We must be, you 

know. To be truly grateful to God for the salvation that He has freely given to us, we must be 

sorry for the sins that we commit each day. Second, we must flee from those sins and strive hard 

not to do them again. We must not say those filthy words, we must not show hatred to others, 

and we must not rebel against any authority that God has placed over us. This is not something to 

which we can pay lip service. This is something which must come from the heart. Let us pray 

daily for the grace to hate sin and flee from it. Let us all do this no matter what our age. The 

mortification of the old man knows no age limits. Sing Psalter 144. 
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