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“Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy 

God giveth thee” Exodus 20:12.  

 

“Children, obey your parents in all things: For this is well pleasing unto the Lord” Colossians 

3:20.  

 

Remember, young people, that we are traveling down the Way of Thankful Obedience, 

the road on which we live to God’s glory and enjoy His blessings. We have seen to this point that 

walking down the Way of Thankful Obedience requires us to serve Jehovah God alone, to 

worship Him rightly, to use His name rightly, and to keep His day holy. In each of these areas, 

we must avoid taking the detours and side roads on which unbelievers and unthankful people 

walk, and which appear to be more glamorous roads than the Way of Thankful Obedience. 

Now we notice something different about the road ahead. It requires us to love not only 

God, but also our neighbor. To love our neighbor as we love ourselves is, of course, Jesus’ 

summary of the second table of the law (Matthew 22:39). But we must never forget that by 

loving our neighbor with true love in our hearts, we show that we do love God! We are walking 

the same road—love for God, shown now by loving our neighbor. 

The next crossroad we come to is called Parent-Haters Avenue. Interesting that this is the 

first crossroad we come to, while being reminded to love our neighbor! We never really thought 

of our parents as our neighbors before. But in fact they are our closest neighbors; if we do not 

love them for God’s sake, we show we are unable to love any neighbor for God’s sake. 

But look how many children and young people are walking down that avenue! They seem 

to be having fun, too—for they are not being restrained by their parents. And look how many 

adults, and even old people, are on this road! I wonder why, seeing they no longer live in their 

parents’ home, and perhaps do not even have parents alive? Let’s figure it out. 

* * * * * 

To start with, we must understand that the commandment requires us to honor all in 

authority over us. Of course, it does not say literally, “Honor all in authority.” But our parents 

are authority figures; they represent all forms of authority. They are our closest, most immediate, 

authorities. 

Also, some other authorities and government positions are really extensions of the home. 

The parental school is an extension of the home. So, in a sense, is civil government. The 

authority of teachers and all in civil government is derived from the authority of parents in the 

home. 

Furthermore, God clearly requires us to honor more people than just our parents; He 

requires us to honor civil government (Rom. 13:1ff), church government (I Tim. 5:17), and 

employers (Eph. 6:5ff). While only one Scripture reference is given in each instance, more could 

be given. 
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So the commandment applies to every person. Not only children who live in their 

parents’ home, but to young and old alike, it applies; for each of us are under authority in some 

area of life. This explains why there are also old people on Parent-Haters Avenue. 

* * * * * 

What, now, does God require of us, to show thankfulness to Him? 

First, we must honor our parents and authorities. This means that we must hold them in 

high esteem, consider them very valuable, because of the fact that through them God teaches us 

how rightly to live. 

Second, we must love them faithfully. We must be committed to them, delight in their 

fellowship, and seek their good. 

Third, we must obey them and submit to them. To obey is, of course, to do what they tell 

us. Simple obedience is usually not so difficult; when we disobey, it is usually not because we 

cannot do what we are told to do, but because we do not want to do it. But we fail to submit 

when we do not want to obey. To submit is to obey willingly, from the heart. And if we do not 

obey, submission is shown by bearing our punishment willingly. We find it difficult to submit, in 

fact, impossible, by nature. 

Fourth, we must bear patiently with their weaknesses and infirmities. That, surely, is 

difficult for us. We are all tempted to think that we know better than our parents. We easily make 

their weaknesses to be much greater than they really are. But we honor them by bearing patiently 

with them. 

To fail in any of these areas is to turn down Parent-Haters Avenue. To be mad at our 

parents for making certain requirements of us; to grumble and complain as we do what we are 

told; to have an attitude of being superior to them; all this is hatred of them. To do the same to 

our teachers or other authorities is to hate them. How many times haven’t we begun to turn the 

corner, leaving the Way of Thankful Obedience, to walk down Parent-Haters Avenue? 

* * * * * 

What can we do, to obey this command of God? How is such obedience possible? 

Of course it is God’s grace alone that makes this obedience possible. God showed us this 

grace in Jesus Christ, who honored His authorities. He was subject to His parents (Luke 2:51). 

He, who was God, honored his earthly parents, who were but men! He honored the magistrate, 

Pilate, who sentenced Him to death! His keeping of this commandment brought Him to the cross, 

where He bore God’s wrath for our sins, died, and rose again the third day as the victor over sin. 

God’s grace worked in us by His Spirit gives us new life to obey. We can obey only by grace. 

While God’s grace alone makes such obedience possible, what will encourage us to obey 

willingly? When we remember that parents are God’s gift to His young children; that believing 

parents are the means He uses to teach us truth and love; that by them He prepares us for the 

place He has determined we should have in His church and kingdom; then we have motivation to 

honor our parents! When we recall that our own disobedience and dishonor manifests our sinful 

nature; that our rebellion against parents shows that by nature we think of ourselves as the 

ultimate standard, ignoring even God; and that the nature of a child is such that he needs 

government; then we have motivation to honor our parents! 

Young people, be resolved to keep this commandment by God’s grace! Begin today, if 

you have not been keeping it. If you have been keeping it imperfectly, seek strength to obey 

more faithfully. 

* * * * * 
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Go to your parents right now, and thank them for all they have given you, and tell them 

you love them. 

Tomorrow at school, tell your teachers that you appreciate them, and the ways God has 

used them in your life. 

Remind others of the need to honor parents and all in authority; especially, remind that 

sibling or fellow classmate who thinks it funny when he responds to teacher or parents with a big 

mouth. 

And do all these things in love for God! Thank Him also for such parents, teachers, 

officebearers in the church, civil government; pray that through them He does prepare you for 

work in His church; and thank Him for putting you on the Way of Thankful Obedience, and 

keeping you on that way, or restoring you to it, when you left it. With such obedience and 

gratitude He is well pleased! 

The Way of Thankful Obedience is a hard and narrow way, and not many are on it. By 

contrast, Parent-Haters Avenue is more broad, and more are on it. But the latter leads to 

destruction; the former leads to life (Mt. 7:13f)! This agrees with God’s promise in the fifth 

commandment: “that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.” 

The promise does not regard our life in the USA, or Canada, or wherever we have our earthly 

home; it regards our spiritual life, which we have already now, and will have perfectly in heaven. 

To honor parents is to show we look for heaven, where we will praise and honor God forever! 

Young person, which road are you walking on? 
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