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Hi Rev. Laning, 
 

This is Lisa Poortinga. I go to Peace Protestant Reformed Church of Lansing. I have a 

rubric question that has to do with one of the classes I’m taking at Illiana Christian. It’s a child 

development class. I was asked by my teacher how we should raise our kids? Should we raise 

them according to denomination or to love God? I know the answer to the question but I was 

wondering if you could give me further insight on how to approach the subject. (While my class 

was discussing it, some of the kids ended up defending relativism and individualism without 

themselves even realizing it. They were saying how we shouldn’t judge other Christian faiths—

they were even including Baptists and Roman Catholics!) Thanks so much! 

 

In Christ 

 

Lisa Poortinga 

 

Dear Lisa, 
 

You make a good request when you ask about a good way to approach this subject. To 

begin with, it would be good to point out some problems with the question itself. I would point 

out the following: 

1. What may be the correct answer is not given as an option. 

The person has asked an either/or question, when the answer may be that we do both. Yet 

this was not given as a possible answer to the question. 

2. The question is not clear. 

When someone asks a rather vague question like this, it is also good to ask him to clarify 

what he means. For example, what does it mean to “raise a child according to a certain 

denomination”? Does it mean teaching the child to remain a member of a certain denomination 

no matter what that denomination maintains, so that even if the denomination decides to adopt 

false teachings that he should still maintain his membership within it? Does it mean teaching the 

child to believe what a denomination maintains, regardless of whether or not that teaching is the 

teaching of Scripture? This may or may not be what that person means. My point is that it is 

good, first of all, to make sure that we know what a person means by his question, before we 

begin to try to set forth an answer. 

Although the question is rather unclear, the following are some important truths to 

remember concerning this subject: 

1. We do not teach our children to remain in our denomination no matter what happens. 

If we grow up in a denomination that is faithfully maintaining the truth, and then that 

denomination officially adopts a position that is contrary to Scripture and our Reformed creeds, 

what should we do? Well, first we should try to point this out to the churches by protesting the 

decision. But if the denomination refuses to repent, then the faithful believers would have to 

leave that denomination and form one of their own. We must not remain devoted to a 



denomination, when that denomination is not devoted to God. Rather, we must remain devoted 

to God, and cling to His truth. 

2. We are commanded to judge and condemn what is false. 

As you point out, there are many today who say that we should not make any judgments 

concerning other “Christian” faiths. But God commands us to do this. We are commanded to 

“justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked” (Deuteronomy 25:1). When a person is 

impenitently walking in sin, God commands His people to “put away from among yourselves 

that wicked person” (I Corinthians 5:13), according to the principles of Christian discipline set 

forth in Scripture. Those who say that we must not condemn what others believe, are trying to 

strip from the church one of the keys of the kingdom—the key of Christian discipline 

(Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 31). God had this to say to the church in Thyatira, when she 

was not condemning false teachings: 

Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest 

that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to 

seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto 

idols (Revelation 2:20).  

We are forbidden to judge and condemn on the basis of our own thoughts. But we are 

commanded to express God’s judgment against sinful teachings and practices. This we are able 

to do because God has revealed to us His judgments in Holy Scripture. 

3. Christ is the Truth, and we show our love for God by being members of a 

denomination that is teaching that Truth. 

We must teach our children that we show our love for God by remaining in a 

denomination that faithfully teaches and believes the truth about God, and by separating 

ourselves from those who are impenitently speaking lies about Him. If Christ is the Truth (John 

14:6), then we show our love for Christ by loving the Truth, and by joining ourselves to that 

denomination that is faithfully maintaining that Truth. The early church showed their love for 

Christ by remaining steadfast in “the apostle’s doctrine” (Acts 2:42). We do the same today 

when we hold to our Reformed creeds, creeds which are an accurate summary of the apostles’ 

doctrine. 

If you would like a more thorough answer on any of these subjects, or if you have any 

other questions on this or any other matter, please write again. 
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