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We ended last time having completed a brief sketch of the life of Arminius. Now we 

hope to examine Arminius’ personality and character. Then we will look at what God’s Word 

has to say about those who are teachers in the church so that we may examine the teachings and 

practices of Arminius and his followers in that light. 

Caspar Brandt, a Dutch Remonstrant (the name of the Arminian party after Arminius 

died) wrote about Arminius’ body and mind that: 

In stature he did not exceed the middle size. His eyes were dark and 

sprightly—the sure indications of quickness of mind and genius. He was 

of a serene countenance, of a sanguine constitution of body. compact in 

his limbs, and rather robust, as long as his age permitted it. He possessed a 

voice that was slender yet sweet, melodious and acute: But it was 

admirably adapted for persuasion (emphasis mine, AJC). If any subject 

was to be adorned, or to be oratorically discussed, it was done distinctly, 

the pronunciation of the words and the inflexion of the voice being 

evidently accommodated to the things themselves (The Works of Arminius, 

Vol. I, p. 310). 

Another Arminian sympathizer, The Rev. Philip Limborch (1715), describes Arminius as 

“a pious and godly man, prudent, candid, mild and placid, and most studious to preserve the 

peace of the Church.” Further, in quoting another author (supposedly no friend of Arminius), he 

describes Arminius as “a man of a subtle genius, sound learning, and irreproachable in his 

manners” (Works, Vol. I, liii). 

Another description of Arminius is given by The Rev. John Narsius who records what Dr. 

Anthony Thysius is supposed to have testified about Arminius. He says, 

that he never knew a man endowed with more virtues or of a higher cast, 

than those which Arminius possessed; and that no one could be liable to 

fewer faults or those of a more trivial description. His spirit breathed so 

much piety and candour, such humility, kindness, and affability in their 

highest degrees, —it was so studious of peace and so patient under the 

heaviest injuries (Works, Vol. I, lv). 

Arminius’ character and personality, as described by his friends, was very flattering. 

Evidently, he was a pleasant person to be around. All the evidence points to the fact that he was a 

faithful husband and father. He appeared to cultivate a life of humility and his friends said that he 

desired the peace of the church. Today, he would, no doubt, be called a “nice guy.” On the 

contrary, one of his chief opponents later in life, Gomarus, was quite the opposite. Gomarus, was 

fierce, stubborn, ill-tempered, and sometimes obnoxious (Read about him in Portraits of Faithful 

Saints, by Herman Hanko). 

However, we must not come to any conclusions about Arminius and his teachings based 

only upon his character as described. It is quite often the case in the history of the church that 

“nice” men have spread heresy. It is also the case that those who stood for the truth could be 

accused of having many character flaws. Prof. Homer Hoeksema, a former editor of the Standard 



Bearer, addressed the issue of whether or not Arminius was a heretic in a couple of editorials 

entitled “Meet James Arminius” (Vol. 62; pp. 77-79, 125-127). In these editorials, one of the 

questions he addressed was, “Was Arminius a heretic?” 

Prof. Hoeksema defined a heretic as follows: 

In the strict sense of the word, of course, a heretic is one who has been 

found guilty of heresy by an ecclesiastical assembly, first of all. In the 

second place, a heretic is one who refuses to recant his heresy when he has 

been found guilty. And, in the third place, a heretic is deposed and 

expelled from the church because of persistence in heresy. 

Prof. Hoeksema wrote that Arminius cannot be termed a heretic according to this 

definition because he died before his views were judged by an ecclesiastical assembly. 

“Nevertheless,” he continued, “James Arminius was a heretic in the sense that he was the father 

of the heretical doctrines which were exposed and condemned at the Synod of Dordt and the 

teacher and spiritual father of many of the men who were condemned and deposed at Dordt” 

(Standard Bearer, Vol. 62, p. 126). 

The final standard by which we must evaluate Arminius and his teachings is God’s Word. 

There are many New Testament passages which refer to false teachers and the doctrines they 

attempt to bring into the church. We begin with Titus 1:9, which describes probably the central 

quality that a faithful elder or bishop must have. He must hold “fast the faithful word as he hath 

been taught, the he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 

gainsayers.” Why is this necessary? “For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers…, 

whose mouths must be stopped” (Titus 1:10, 11). Sound doctrine is the one thing that every 

faithful elder and minister of God will bring. The doctrine which a teacher brings is the primary 

standard by which he should be judged. 

The one thing centrally opposed by false teachers is sound doctrine. in Romans 16:17, 18 

we read, “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary 

to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 

simple.” John Calvin refers to those who cause divisions in the church contrary to sound doctrine 

as “ministers of Satan.” And he states that they make disturbances in two ways. He writes: 

for they either sow discord, by which the minds of men are drawn away 

from the unity of the truth, or they occasion offences, by which men are 

alienated from the love of the gospel. The former evil is done when the 

truth of God is mixed with new dogmas devised by men (emphasis mine, 

AJC); and the latter takes place, when by various arts it is made odious 

and contemptible. 

II Corinthians 11:13-15 speaks of “false apostles” who transform themselves into the 

“apostles of Christ.” These false apostles preach “another Jesus” (vs. 4). One important 

characteristic of false teachers to be learned from this passage is their deceitfulness. These 

“deceitful workers” do not have horns protruding from their heads and name-tags which read 

“Ministers of Satan.” Rather, they appear to be quite decent, dedicated, and “nice” men. 

Comments John Calvin on verse 3 of II  Corinthians 11,  

For if false teachers have a show of wisdom, if they have any power of 

eloquence for persuading, if they plausibly insinuate themselves into the 

minds of their hearers, and instill their poison by fawning artifices, it was 
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in a similar way that Satan also beguiled Eve, as he did not openly declare 

himself to be an enemy, but crept in privily under a specious pretext. 

False teachers are also identified by the gospel they bring. False teachers bring what 

Galatians 1:6, 7 calls “another gospel.” The Apostle Paul says that this is not really “another” 

gospel equal with the true gospel, but is a perversion of the gospel of Christ. Those who bring 

this perversion are the enemies of God and His church. Again, Calvin sharply identifies this 

perverted gospel and the intentions of those who bring it. On this passage he comments, 

On the same principle, he calls it another gospel, that is, a gospel different 

from the true one. And yet the false apostles professed that they preached 

the gospel of Christ; but mingling with it their own inventions, by which its 

principle efficacy was destroyed, they held a false, corrupt, and spurious 

gospel (emphasis mine, AJC). 

One final passage we will look at is John 10. In the first half of this chapter the 

distinction is made between shepherds and thieves. Shepherds lead their sheep to Christ. All 

others will lead their sheep away from Christ. From any “shepherd” that would lead us away 

from Christ, we must flee, as a sheep would from a wolf. This is the command of Christ. How do 

we identify the wolves? By the deadly poison of false doctrine which they teach. Calvin 

comments on John 10:10 with the following words: 

Not without reason, therefore, does Christ testify that false teachers, 

whatever may be the mildness and plausibility of their demeanor, always 

carry about a deadly poison, that we may be more careful to drive them 

away from us. 

There is one important truth that we ought to learn from these passages. Teachers must be 

evaluated according to the contents of the gospel they bring. Less important is their personality. 

This is how we ought to evaluate Arminius and his followers also. It is not our intention to judge 

Arminius before we have fully examined his teachings and actions. Rather, before we proceed, it 

is good that we always have the standard of God’s Word before us as we examine this history. 

We ought always to examine the teachings of every man with the standard of God’s Word before 

us. And as we confess that we are Reformed, we must be careful that these teachings are in 

agreement with our Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dordt. 

If we limit our evaluation of men merely to their personality and what we see of their 

character, we will easily be fooled. God’s Word warns us that wolves come in sheep’s clothing. 

The ministers of Satan transform themselves into the apostles of Christ. They come with good 

words and fair speeches to deceive the simple. 

As we continue with the history of Arminius and his followers, let God’s Word light our 

path. We hope, next time, to look at the events after Arminius’ death and leading up to the great 

Synod of Dordt, 1618-19. 

                 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 62 No 4 April 2003 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Galatians+1:6,7
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=John+10
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=John+10:10

