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The dictionary and the Bible define humility as a sense of one’s sinfulness, modesty, 

recognition that man can do nothing without God, a state of mind that makes us patient under 

trials, meekness, and a willingness to put others before oneself. There are many people in the 

history of the church that have uniquely displayed different aspects of this characteristic. Their 

lives and ministry manifested the presence of humility. However, God used each of these men 

for His own purposes. 

Augustine who was considered one of the church fathers, lived from 354 until 430. 

Although his mother was a believer and he was taught the Scripture as he grew up, he rejected 

the truth and lived a life full of sin. He searched and followed several false religions before he 

finally became a Christian. Upon becoming a believer, he became more and more aware of his 

own sinfulness. He wrote in a confession, “Thou was within, but I was without, and was seeking 

Thee there. And into Thy fair creation I plunged myself in my ugliness; for Thou was with me, 

and I was not with Thee!” (Hanko, 42). Augustine recognized his sin nature and that it was only 

through God’s grace that he was saved. He became very aware of how full of sin he really was. 

During the beginning of the Middle Ages a group of Christians arose who were known by 

several names. The Waldensians, also known as the Brethren in Christ and the Poor in Spirit, 

were a group of believers who saw the errors in the Roman Catholic Church. They began to 

preach the truth and soon were persecuted by the Roman Catholic Church. One Roman Catholic 

man questioned why this group was persecuted and remarked, “They are modest and well-

behaved, taking no pride in their dress, which is neat but not extravagant… Chaste in their 

habits, temperance in eating and drinking, they keep away from taverns, dances, and other 

vanities… They can be recognized by their modesty and precision of speech” (Hanko, 99). One 

man was on trial for being a Waldensian and his proof that he was not a member of this humble 

group, but was actually a Roman Catholic, was the absence of the virtues possessed by the 

Waldensians. This group of Christians was known for their modesty and non-Christians were 

frequently able to recognize the humility these believers possessed. 

John Hus was a Bohemian reformer who lived from 1373 until 1414 and was known for 

his gift of preaching. He recognized that it was through God’s power that he was able to preach. 

He once said, “By the help of God I have preached, still am preaching, and if his grace will 

allow, shall continue to preach” (Hanko, 113). Hus recognized that it was not through his own 

power, but rather by God’s power, that he was given the ability to preach. Hus also displayed 

humility in his life when he showed patience in the many trials he faced at the end of his life. He 

faced numerous persecutions, was placed in jail, and was not given the opportunity to defend his 

faith. However, even up to his martyrdom by burning at the stake, Hus remained faithful to the 

Lord in all of his trials. 

John Calvin, one of the best-known reformers, embodied the virtue of meekness. He lived 

from 1509 until 1564 in France and Switzerland. Calvin was very shy and gentle, but he did 

defend his faith and the truth when it was challenged. He loved the peace he possessed while he 

lived in Strassburg, which provided him with the opportunity to write and study. However, 

Calvin was willing to leave Strassburg and go to Geneva where he was persecuted when the 



church there called him. “His enemies were hateful and not afraid to show it. People called their 

dogs by Calvin’s name, openly reviled him in the streets, sometimes threatened his life, disturbed 

him in his studies, and vowed to do harm to his family. Through it all Calvin endured: preaching, 

teaching, writing, and bearing the yoke of Christ’s suffering for the cause of the gospel” (Hanko, 

149). Like Hus, John Calvin faced his trials with humility, patience, and perseverance.  

William Farel, who lived from 1489 until 1565 in France and Switzerland, was a close 

friend of John Calvin. Farel would not be considered your typical example of humility, but in his 

own unique way, he too possessed this virtue. His strong love and passion for the truth led him to 

be unnecessarily violent on occasion. However, much of his work was done in order to benefit 

others. In all of his preaching, he sacrificed his own safety in order to teach others about the 

Gospel. When John Calvin was dying, Farel, who was almost 75, traveled to his dear friend. This 

journey would have been incredibly difficult as Farel was old and weak. Herman Hanko praises 

Farel saying, “With a sincere humility he was content to stand in the shadow of Calvin, to retire 

to the background when events required it, and to decrease in order that Calvin might increase” 

(Hanko, 161). Farel showed love towards his close friend John Calvin and the gospel, and in this 

he lowered himself for the glory of Christ’s kingdom. 

All of these men are unique and exhibit their humility in different ways. These men 

display remarkable trust in God and faithfulness to Him. God used all of these believers for his 

glory and for the advancement of His church. These Christians showed their humility in their 

actions, words, and ministry. These men can and should be used as role models in our life to 

show a true biblical example of humility. 

Humility is an essential quality and without question it is a vital law of life. Without it 

there would be little consideration for others, as everyone would be consumed with himself or 

herself. Without these men’s humility, the church would not be the same today. It is because of 

their humility that so many reforms occurred in the church during their time. 
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