
Watching Daily At My Gates 
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March 1 Read Luke 1:26-32, L.D. 11, Q&A 29 

 

We concentrate our attention on the first three words of the second article of the Apostles’ Creed, 

“and in Jesus.” We are making a confession that we believe in Jesus. Because each name of our 

Savior is of great importance, the catechism treats them separately. God Himself through the 

angel Gabriel said to Mary, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus.” The name itself is rich in meaning: 

“Jehovah–Salvation.” What a wonderful name! What an unspeakable gift! The mighty covenant 

keeping Jehovah saves His people from their sins in the person of Jesus. What does this name 

mean to you, dear reader? This Jesus is not for everybody. Many take this name on their lips 

superficially or in scorn. May this never be so with us, but may we rather be humbled and 

eternally grateful that by grace alone, this Jesus is our Jesus and He will be our Guide even unto 

death. Psalter 133:1 & 3. 

 

March 2 Read Acts 4:10-12, L.D. 11, Q&A 30 

 

Is Jesus your complete Savior, dear reader, Who sovereignly saves you by grace alone, with no 

merit or works of your own? Many people believe that Jesus only made salvation possible and 

that man must accept this salvation himself in order to be saved. The Roman Catholic Church 

teaches that the one sacrifice of Christ on the cross was not sufficient to atone for our sins, but 

must be supplemented by a repeated sacrifice in the mass, and then others claim that there are 

various ways to heaven without Christ. Don’t believe these terrible heresies! Our catechism 

rightly points out that we either believe in Jesus as our only and complete Savior, or we make 

ourselves guilty of denying Him. By God’s grace, confess Jesus as your only Savior, children, 

young people, and adults, having the assurance that “he is able also to save them to the uttermost 

that come to God by him.” Phil. 1:6a. Psalter 144:1, 4 & 6. 

 

March 3 Read Romans 8:31-39, L.D. 12, Q&A 31 

 

Do you acknowledge that Jesus is not only your complete Savior, but that He is also Christ, the 

Anointed One? Jesus is His personal name. Christ is His title. He is the Anointed One from all 

eternity to be our Prophet, Priest and King. This affords us unspeakable comfort. As Prophet He 

speaks to us each Lord’s Day when we hear “Thus saith the Lord.” As Priest He is filled with 

loving devotion towards His people and intercedes for them with the Father. As King He has 

authority over all things and directs them in such a manner that His Church has the victory and 

every knee must bow and every tongue confess that He is the Lord of lords and King of kings 

forever and ever. Let us bow in gratitude before this Christ, our anointed Savior, and by His 

grace strive to walk in humble obedience before Him. Psalter 200:1 & 3. 

 

March 4 Read I Peter 2:1-5, L.D. 12, Q&A 32 

 

Are you a Christian? Many people will answer in the affirmative to this question without 

realizing what it really means. Most likely this name was first given in contempt by the Jews to 
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those who followed Christ. Now it can mean most anything, but to be a true Christian means to 

take up Christ’s cross and follow Him. This is a great privilege as well as a solemn 

responsibility. As partakers of His anointing we also have a threefold office. As prophets we 

confess His name in the midst of a wicked world. As priests we consecrate both soul and body in 

every sphere of life to the living God. As kings we contend for the truth, fight against the devil 

and sin, having the blessed assurance that the crown of glory will be ours. This is all of grace, 

freely given to God’s elect. Are you a Christian, dear reader? Thank God for this gift and be 

eternally grateful to Him. Psalter 100:1, 2 & 4. 

 

March 5 Read I John 4:6-9, L.D. 13, Q&A 33 

 

We have made the confession that we believe in God our Father, the almighty Creator, and in 

Jesus, Who is the Christ. Now we confess that this Jesus is God’s only begotten Son. There are 

several references to sons of God in Scripture, but in distinction from any other sons of God, 

Jesus is the only begotten, the eternal and the natural Son. Much has been written about this 

mystery and mere men always have, and always will deny that Jesus is very God Himself. It is 

very necessary that the Church jealously guard this truth that Jesus is very God. The catechism 

further points out that we, as believers, are also the children of God although there is a vast 

difference between Christ’s sonship and ours. We are sons by adoption, determined from 

eternity, but made sons in time. And the only right to this adoption is the sacrifice of Christ on 

the cross. Are we truly thankful to our Heavenly Father for this blessing, and do we conduct 

ourselves properly as His sons? Psalter 76:1 & 4. 

 

March 6 Read Psalm 8, L.D. 13, Q&A 34 

 

Do you confess that Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, your Savior, is also your Lord? Not 

just a lord among other lords, but One Who redeemed you, One Who delivered you from the 

devil’s grasp, One Who owns you completely and totally. This Lord is sovereign, very God and 

all-powerful. There are those who acknowledge Jesus as their Savior, but deny Him as Lord of 

their life. If He is not their Lord, then neither is He their Savior. What a privilege to confess our 

faith in this Lord Who will never forsake us because we are His own precious possession, 

purchased at a terrible cost, His own lifeblood. May our daily walk be consistent with this 

spiritual confession. Psalter 14:1, 4 & 7. 

 

March 7 Read Matt. 1:18-23, L.D. 14, Q&A 35 

 

We are dealing with an event and a wonder that is impossible for man to comprehend because it 

is contrary to the normal process of conception and birth. Even as the sign of a virgin who would 

conceive a child without the will of man was given to wicked king Ahaz hundreds of years 

before, this very prophecy was fulfilled by God Himself in the fullness of time. Jesus was born 

from a human mother, the virgin Mary, of the seed of David. Except for being sinless, He was 

like unto us in all things, so much in fact, that He could properly call Himself “The Son of Man.” 

Whereas the preceding Lord’s Day pointed out that Jesus is true and eternal God, this one 

emphasizes His humanity. Do you believe this seemingly impossible event, dear reader? By faith 

we know that with God nothing is impossible. If this great miracle had not occurred, our 
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salvation could not be accomplished. Thanks be to God for Immanual, God with us. Psalter 

243:1 & 2. 

 

March 8 Read I Tim. 2:1-6, L.D. 14, Q&A 36 

 

Do you know what a mediator is? This is one who brings into agreement or who reconciles two 

parties who are at odds with each other. Our catechism asks what profit we receive by Christ’s 

holy conception and nativity, and the answer states that He is our Mediator Who covers our sins 

in the sight of God. At first glance this answer seems strange, as if we are redeemed by this event 

alone. However, we surely can never separate His holy conception and birth from His perfect 

atonement on the cross. Since He had no original sin and was free from the guilt of Adam’s fall, 

He could and did cover our sins before God in which we were conceived and brought forth. 

What amazing grace and what undeserved favor we receive because of His mediatorial work. 

Thanks be to God for this great deliverance. Psalter 241:1, 2 & 3. 

 

March 9 Read I Peter 2:21-25, L.D. 15, Q&A 37 

 

We are considering but two words in this meditation—“He suffered.” Two words, but how 

profound they are, how utterly fraught with meaning and effect. All mankind suffers to some 

degree, but the suffering of the Savior was so unique that words fail to describe the depths of 

agony into which He was plunged. He was sinless, perfectly obedient all His life, yet He was a 

man of sorrows facing not only the enmity of the world, but carrying upon Himself the weight of 

the sins of His people. All His life the specter of the awful cross loomed ahead when He must 

face the wrath of God for the sins of all mankind and make propitiation for them. Oh, not for 

every man, head for head, nor just to make salvation possible for all men, but mankind in an 

organic sense. He didn’t die for a few individuals, but for the redeemed world, the world of 

God’s love. Ponder the significance of this suffering, dear reader, and stand in awe at the love of 

God. Psalter 47:1, 8, 9 & 10. 

 

March 10 Read Acts 4:23-28, L.D. 15, Q&A 38 

Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate. The name of this Roman governor has gone down in infamy 

throughout the years as a prime example of the perversion of justice. We find this is still true 

today for there is a department in a popular monthly magazine entitled “That’s Outrageous!” and 

usually it depicts examples of miscarriages of justice by worldly magistrates. The question our 

catechism asks is why must Jesus, Who is the very essence of innocence, be tried and 

condemned by this wicked judge who knew He was innocent? Our Form for the Administration 

of the Lord’s Supper gives us this answer: “that he was innocently condemned to death, that we 

might be acquitted at the judgment seat of God.” Another reason is that the world, through Pilate, 

is tried, condemned, and exposed as evil. This world and all its wickedness will be destroyed but 

for those whose sins are washed away at Calvary, God declares them vindicated and righteous in 

Christ. Psalter 336:1 & 2. 

 

March 11 Read Gal. 4:10-14, L.D. 15, Q&A 39 

 

“Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree.” This New Testament quotation is a reference to 

Deut. 21:23. The very thought of this makes us cringe in horror. Whether a person was hung on a 
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cross after he was killed by other means, or whether he died by crucifixion itself, this symbolized 

divine curse and condemnation. Suspended between earth and heaven, he was a picture of one 

who had no place on earth among men and no place in heaven with God. God’s curse came upon 

all men through Adam’s fall and we have just read in Gal. 4:10 “Cursed is everyone that 

continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.” This curse was 

laid upon you and me, and without the removal of that curse by Christ on the cross, we would be 

forever lost. He was made sin for us. He took our place on that accursed tree and bore the 

punishment that we deserved. Now we are justified in God’s sight for He imputes to us Christ’s 

righteousness. Thank God for the cross! Psalter 162:1 & 2. 

 

March 12 Read Phil. 2:5-8, L.D. 16, Q&A 40 

 

The Son of God died! Do you really believe that? How can the Son of God, Who is very really 

God, enter into death itself? But it is true and the catechism gives the reason. God’s justice 

demands satisfaction and there could be no other way. This was treated in preceding Lord’s 

Days, but today’s answer points particularly to the necessity of Christ’s actual death. In death, 

one’s earthly existence ceases. Everything is taken from him, all his fame and fortune is forever 

gone. Death is punishment. Punishment for sin, as Adam heard: “in the day that thou eatest 

thereof thou shalt surely die.” Death is not annihilation, but a beginning. For the wicked, it is a 

beginning of eternal desolation. That’s why man fears death. Jesus had to taste death, all His life 

in fact, but He did it voluntarily from the beginning to the cross itself where He died. He entered 

into our death, overcame it for all His elect, and paid the ultimate price for their sins. Nothing 

else in the world could secure our redemption. By faith let us embrace this Redeemer with 

humble and believing hearts. Psalter 272:1, 2 & 4. 

 

March 13 Read Mark 15:43-46, L.D. 16, Q&A 41 

Not only did Christ die, but He was also buried. This brief question and answer follows the 

setting forth of the death of the Son of God in the preceding Lord’s Day. The Catechism states 

that He was buried to prove that He was really dead. If it just means that His burial showed that 

He really died, it is not an adequate answer. Did He not voluntarily lay down His life on the 

cross when He said “Father into Thy hands do I commend my spirit?” And what about the spear 

thrust into His side which produced a stream of blood and water as further proof? But we believe 

that the Catechism points out that Jesus must also enter into the final humiliation, namely, the 

grave, the place of corruption. He accomplished every aspect of death, thereby making full 

satisfaction for all our sins. Do you fear the grave? Our natural reaction is that of fear and dread. 

But Christ conquered the grave. We rose with Him. That is blessed comfort indeed. Psalter 29:1 

& 3. 

 

March 14 Read John 5:21-24, L.D. 16, Q&A 42 

 

Why must we die if Christ died for us, the catechism asks? You will notice that a direct answer is 

not given, but rather speaks of the seeming contradiction between the death of Christ as an 

atonement for sin and the death of those for whom He atoned. If we were to escape physical 

death and all its accompanying suffering, we would have to be taken to glory upon our 

regeneration. And so we must know by experience how great is our deliverance by the grace of 

God from the pit of our sins and depravity. We are called for a time to live in this world as a 
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witness for the cause of Christ and a testimony against the world of unbelief. In the prayer of our 

Baptism Form, our life here below is called “a continual death.” The power of death with all its 

diseases, sorrow and suffering holds us in its grasp. Our great comfort, then, is that Christ 

delivered us from that power, and so death no more has the victory. Its sting is removed and 

upon death we enter immediately into glory, a blessed hope and comfort indeed! Psalter 31:1 & 

7. 

 

March 15 Read Romans 6:5-9, L.D. 16, Q&A 43 

 

Another benefit that we receive from Christ’s atoning death on the cross is given in today’s 

lesson. Our old man is dead. What is our old man and what are the implications of its death? Our 

old man is our sinful and corrupt human nature which fell in Adam and lives unto sin. We are not 

only inclined to sin, but slaves of it, and the punishment thereof is death. Because Christ’s death 

delivered the elect from the dominion of sin, they are declared legally righteous before God, and 

our old man of sin is buried with Christ. Does this mean though, that sin is dead in us? Not at all, 

for we sin as long as we live. But in Christ Jesus we are new creatures and then we hate our sin 

and daily cry out for forgiveness. We do not delight in sin but seek the things above and offer 

ourselves a sacrifice of thanksgiving to God. Are you sorry for your sins, dear reader? Do you 

more and more hate the wickedness of this world and strive to walk in godliness? Then be 

assured that you are the recipient of God’s redemptive love. Psalter 69:1, 6 & 7. 

 

March 16 Read Acts 2:22-27, L.D. 16, Q&A 44 

 

This final article on the humiliation of Christ deals with His descension into hell. The article 

itself is not found in older copies of the Apostles’ Creed, and many diverse opinions have been 

offered as to what this phrase exactly means. We believe the answer given in the Catechism is 

correct that Christ suffered all His life long, but which climaxed in hellish agony as He hung on 

the cross. I believe this was the worst moment in the history of time and who can even 

contemplate this scene without heart-wrenching emotion? It was a terrible experience for Christ, 

Who, though sinless, had to bear the heavy wrath of God for our sins as He cried out, “My God, 

my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” As terrible as it was for Christ, so inexpressibly blessed it 

was for us as believers who are delivered from the punishment that we justly deserved. Psalter 

103:1, 2 & 4. 

 

March 17 Read Romans 6:1-5, L.D. 17, Q&A 45 

 

Did you begin your week yesterday by celebrating the resurrection of Christ? You did if you 

attended divine worship services in commemoration of the first day of the week when Christ 

arose. This great and glorious event is the focus of today’s lesson. It is striking that eight Lord’s 

Days are devoted to the suffering and death of our Savior, but only one to His resurrection, and 

that entirely from the viewpoint of our profit. Scripture in the New Testament abounds with 

passages testifying to the extreme importance of Christ’s resurrection. Be that as it may, this 

glorious wonder is of utmost value to the church of all ages. Without the resurrection, the cross 

spells defeat, and our faith and hope is vain. But Christ has overcome death and by virtue of that 

victory, we are partakers of His righteousness, are raised up to a new life, and because we died 

with Him, we shall also live with Him forever. What a comfort for us when by faith we embrace 
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this truth. Then as believers we can stand by the grave of a loved one with hope and not despair. 

We can smile through our tears and face our own death with the assurance of eternal glory. 

Psalter 28:3, 4 & 5. 

 

March 18 Read Romans 8:31-34, L.D. 18, Q&A 46 

 

Even as the resurrection of Christ was a wonder, so also was His ascension into heaven. 

Scripture tells us that as Jesus was blessing His disciples on the Mount of Olives, He began to 

ascend before their very eyes. Then a cloud appeared which enveloped Him and they saw Him 

no more. Scripture records nine appearances of Christ to His disciples after His resurrection only 

to suddenly disappear again. This time though they realized He was actually leaving them. As 

they looked up, two angels stood by them to confirm Jesus’ departure with the promise that one 

day He would come again in like manner. The ascension of Christ into heaven affords us great 

comfort. He sits at His Father’s right hand as our advocate and constantly intercedes for us. We 

are great sinners and every moment bring upon us the wrath of a Holy God, but He no longer 

sees us as we are in ourselves, but as we are in Christ, clothed in His righteousness. David even 

prophesied of this wonder in Psalm 69:18, “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity 

captive….” A beautiful promise, a sure fulfillment, a wonderful Savior. Psalter 183:1 & 2. 

 

March 19 Read Matt. 28:16-20, L.D. 18, Q&A 47 

 

Yesterday’s lesson stressed the fact that Jesus entered bodily into heaven before the eyes of His 

disciples. In today’s question and answer, Christ’s ascension is treated in the light of His promise 

in Matt. 28:20 “and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Tomorrow the 

matter of the two natures of Christ is considered. There was a controversy between Lutheran and 

Reformed theologians regarding the natures of Christ at the time the Catechism was written. The 

catechism emphasizes, and rightly so, that in His human nature, Christ departed from the earth 

and went body and soul into heaven. In this respect He is no longer on earth, but with respect to 

His Godhead, which is His divine nature, He is never absent from us. That is almost too much to 

comprehend, that our Savior Himself, Who is majestic and very God, is ever with us by His 

grace and Spirit and makes us partakers of all the blessings, which He merited for us. We may 

and do falter and stumble into the paths of sin, but He never leaves us nor forsakes us. Rather, He 

brings us back to His blessed fellowship for His promises cannot fail. Psalter 249:1, 5 & 6. 

 

March 20 Read John 17:6-11, L.D. 18, Q&A 48 

 

Our lesson today treats the relationship of the divine and human natures of Christ. The question 

arises in connection with yesterday’s answer that if Christ’s human nature is not present 

whenever His Godhead is, doesn’t that mean that these two natures are separate from each other? 

The Catechism answers accordingly that since the divine nature is omnipresent, the human 

nature can never be separated from it no matter how it moves or where it goes. It also states that 

it is a personal union. In the Person of the Son of God, the two natures in Christ are inseparably 

united. When the Lord lived on earth His human nature was not separated from the divine, nor 

was there a separation when He ascended into heaven though there was a change of place. The 

Creed of Chalcedon, an important part of our ecumenical heritage, confessionally established the 

truth concerning the person and natures of Christ. We encourage you to read it and how they 
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amplify this important statement: “to be acknowledged in two natures, without confusion, 

without change, without division, without separation….” Psalter 112:1 & 2. 

 

March 21 Read Hebrews 9:24-28, L.D. 18, Q&A 49 

 

The benefits of Christ’s ascension into heaven are multiple and glorious for believers. In the first 

place we have an advocate before the Father who pleads on our behalf, defends us, and obtains 

our justification based on His righteousness. Secondly we have our flesh in heaven, our entire 

human nature as to body and soul. Christ assumed that human nature and glorified it by His 

resurrection. By His own word He gave us this pledge: “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all men unto me” (John 12:32). Thirdly, He sends His Spirit as an earnest. An earnest 

is a promise or assurance of what is to follow, or an advance on the full salvation that awaits us 

in heaven. That Spirit abides in us to quicken and transform us from children of darkness to 

children of light. Then by the power of that faith worked in us, we say with the apostle Paul: “I 

am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). These 

benefits are great and wondrous. May God grant that they are important and wonderful for you. 

Psalter 377:1, 2 & 6. 

 

March 22 Read Eph. 1:19-23, L.D. 19, Q&A 50 

 

What a great day for Christ and His church when after His ascension into heaven He was 

crowned King of kings and Lord of lords. Scripture speaks often of this high exaltation of Christ. 

Many psalms in the Old Testament pointed to this moment as well as passages in Isaiah, Daniel 

and Zechariah. The Lord Himself testified of this during His mock trial before the high priest, 

and the Pentecost sermon of Peter confirmed it. All power was given to Christ by the Father, and 

the catechism emphasizes the fact that He exercises this power as the Head of His church. He is 

seated at the right hand of God. This of course is a figurative expression because God has no 

right hand in the material sense of the word, but it signifies a position of majesty, authority and 

might. What a blessed day in heaven for the angels and the saints who awaited their Redeemer’s 

entrance. What a terrible day for the devils and the wicked in hell. The church is vindicated and 

divine justice prevails in the condemnation of the wicked. Our Lord is glorified and exalted. Let 

us also rejoice and give thanks! Psalter 303:1 & 3. 

 

March 23 Read John 10:27-29, L.D. 19, Q&A 51 

 

Not only is Christ exalted in heavenly glory as our Head, but also He exercises for our profit a 

twofold blessing. He pours out heavenly graces upon us His members, and defends and preserves 

us against all enemies by His power. Those are priceless blessings indeed! Without them the 

church could not exist. As members of His church, by nature we are slaves of sin and it has 

dominion over us. But when God by His Spirit enters our hearts and calls us through the Word of 

the gospel, we become willing to acknowledge Him as our Lord and walk in obedience and faith. 

Because of that antithetical walk, we become enemies of the world. They seek to destroy the 

church and use all means within their power to accomplish this task. The world is powerful and 

uses all their earthly wisdom, riches and resources to that end. Are we fearful sometimes when 

we face that persecution? Young people, are you ever ashamed to stand up for your faith when 

the world ridicules you? Parents, do you fear for your children or grandchildren as they face a 
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hostile world? Then listen as Christ says to us: “Fear not, little flock; for it is the Father’s good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Luke 12:32. Psalter 71:1, 4 & 5. 

 

March 24 Read Revelation 22:12-14, L.D. 19, Q&A 52 

 

Is this really a comfort to you today that with uplifted head you await the coming of Christ as 

judge? Most of us live quite comfortably from day to day. The world doesn’t bother us so badly, 

and don’t we often avoid confrontation with them and even go along with some of their practices 

to avoid reproach and criticism? Do we really long for, and look for Christ’s return? We must 

face this soul-searching question and look in our inmost heart for the answer. Even though sin 

lives in our members and we are attracted to this world, yet according to the new life within us 

that arises from a regenerated heart, we can answer this question in the affirmative most heartily. 

We do look for His coming then, not with terror, but with hopeful anticipation. And when Christ 

comes in like manner as He departed, He will cast all the wicked into hell, but take us to heaven 

to be united with all the elect saints who ever lived, there to be in His presence and experience 

joy and glory that we cannot even begin to imagine. Yes, we look for that day and pray: “Come 

Lord Jesus, yea come quickly.” Psalter 58:1, 2 & 3. 

March 25 Read John 14:15-17, L.D. 20, Q&A 53 

I believe in the Holy Spirit! This is a simple statement, yet how profound and deep with great 

implications. Scripture abounds with references to the Spirit telling us Who He is and what He 

does. The catechism rightly points out that, first, the Holy Spirit is true and co-eternal God with 

the Father and the Son. Many names are given Him such as the Spirit of the Father and the Spirit 

of the Son, the Spirit of Life and Truth, the Comforter, and even more names. Secondly, we are 

told that as the Spirit of Christ, He is given to us in a very personal way so that we may partake 

of benefits that are indispensable to us as believers. He works faith in our hearts and dwells 

within us. He gives us comfort and assurance that He will never leave us nor forsake us. He takes 

our prayers, which are often weak and sinful, and perfects them “making intercession for us with 

groanings that cannot be uttered” (Romans 8:26). He was poured out upon the church at 

Pentecost as the Spirit of the exalted Christ. Let us thank God for this precious gift, and confess 

with heartfelt conviction: “I believe in the Holy Spirit.” Psalter 287:1 & 3. 

March 26 Read Acts 13:44-48, L.D. 21, Q&A 54 

 

You will notice when we recite the Apostles’ Creed that we say “I believe an holy catholic 

church.” It is important that we believe in God and in Christ and in the Holy Spirit, but we do not 

believe in the church itself. For then we would place all our trust and confidence in a church for 

our salvation. But we surely believe and confess that a holy and catholic church exists, and that 

church is God’s church, all the elect that He chose in Christ from eternity. Because He loves that 

church, He gathers it, defends it, and preserves it by His Spirit and Word. That church is 

redeemed by the precious blood of the Son of God. It is a holy church, not because the members 

are sinless, but because they are sanctified in Christ. It is a catholic church that means it is 

universal. It is one organic whole, from Jew and Gentile, male and female, bond and free. Every 

elect believer has a place in that church and remains a living member of it. It is founded upon the 

truth of God’s Word and although it remains small and despised in the world, yet it is most 

precious in God’s sight. May we count it a privilege to be living members of that church. Psalter 

239:1 & 2. 
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March 27 Read I Cor. 12:18-27, L.D. 21, Q&A 55 

 

Yesterday we described the meaning and concept of the holy catholic church. Today’s lesson 

deals with that body as a communion of saints. It describes the members’ bonds with each other 

and their duty to use their gifts for the advantage of others that God may be glorified. To reflect 

that glory in their actions and words is the communal purpose of all the saints. Just as there is 

diversity of members in our physical bodies, so is there diversity of gifts in the communion of 

saints. God in His wisdom determined each person’s place in the world and gave to each their 

own peculiar characteristics and talents. In the church there is a basic unity, but also diversity. 

Our bodies could not function if some of its members were isolated from the others. So also it is 

in the Body of Christ. We need each other. We are called to use our gifts in the service of fellow 

members. Are you doing that children, young people, and adults? It is not only your duty, but it 

is a privilege as well. Psalter 369:1-3. 

 

March 28 Read II Cor. 5:17-21, L.D. 21, Q&A 56 

 

Can you think of anything more fundamentally blessed and necessary than forgiveness of sins? 

Sin is an ugly little word but it encompasses a multitude of evil thoughts, words, deeds and 

desires. Sin is a cruel master that holds us in its grasp, and apart from regenerating grace and the 

convicting work of the Holy Spirit, we would stand eternally condemned and lost. But God, who 

is rich in mercy for the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, imputes to us His righteousness. In 

Psalm 103:12 we read: “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our 

transgressions from us.” This is amazing when you stop and consider: How far is the east from 

the west? If you continually go east, you can never reach west. That’s how far our sins are 

removed from us. Does this mean then that our battle against sin is over in this life? Not at all, 

for sin constantly cleaves to us and will as long as we live. Let us then daily confess our sins 

with heartfelt sorrow, and experience the joy of forgiveness. Psalter 83:1 & 2. 

 

March 29 Read I Cor. 15:51-58, L.D. 22, Q&A 57 

Young people, as you are busy in the prime of your life, do you ever stop and think about death 

and the grave? And to put it more pointedly, do you think about your death? To be sure, those 

who are older naturally consider this event more frequently than the young, but we do not know 

for certain when the time of our death is at hand. Do you quickly put it out of your mind, or can 

you face it without dread and with a certain expectation? The Heidelberg Catechism is unique 

among our confessions with its emphasis on our experiential and personal comfort that we derive 

from our faith. Today’s question and answer is another example of this perspective. We do not 

have to fear the grave for we are convinced upon the veracity of Scripture that immediately after 

our death we shall be with Christ and that our bodies shall be reunited with our souls. This is a 

glorious prospect! Live your life each day then in readiness to meet your Maker and be assured 

of your own resurrection unto eternal life because of Christ’s atoning death and resurrection. 

Psalter 311:1-3. 

 

March 30 Read II Cor. 5:1-6, L.D. 22, Q&A 58 

 

Who of us can even begin to understand the concept of everlasting life? We are earthly creatures, 

we think earthly thoughts and we are bound by time itself. Faced with the idea of eternal life, we 
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can only stammer as we try to explain it, for our earthly minds cannot fathom it. Our answer in 

the catechism today gives us a glimmer of it though, that it will be glorious beyond our fondest 

imaginations. What really is life? God is Life! Anything else is darkness and death. Life is 

energy and action. It is harmony between God and His creatures. Eternal life is resurrection life 

and cannot possibly be realized except through the death and resurrection of the Son of God. 

Since it is based on the righteousness of Christ, it is everlasting. It can never be lost therefore. 

We as believers, then, even now in principle, enjoy the beginning of everlasting life. Our 

experience of this is not always one of perfect confidence, but its reality cannot and must not be 

doubted. Pray for that assurance and be comforted in that wonderful promise of glory in heaven. 

Psalter 405:1, 6 & 7. 

 

March 31 Read Romans 4:1-5, L.D. 23, Q&A 59 

 

The catechism has treated each article of the Apostles’ Creed in the foregoing questions and 

answers, and now, looking back as it were, asks us the question: “What profit is it to you that you 

believe all that?” The answer rings out from the Tribunal of God: “Not guilty!” How can that 

possibly be? Not only are we partakers of original sin in Adam, but we constantly sin in thought, 

word and deed. Before the Judge of all the earth we stand condemned. But amazingly, we are 

declared righteous before God and heirs of eternal life. This could only be possible because of 

the righteousness of Christ. He took upon Himself our sins and so legally before God we are 

pronounced innocent. This is Justification, a wonder of grace, whereby the corrupt and damn 

worthy sinner is pronounced righteous and worthy of eternal life. Even though our conscience 

accuses us daily of transgressing the law of God, yet we have the blessed testimony in our hearts 

that faith has the victory. Let us thank God for this great benefit each day, and look forward to 

praising Him in all eternity for that great salvation in Christ. Psalter 81:1-4. 
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