
No Other Gods 
Melissa Van Baren 

 

 

It would be interesting to analyze music (whether worldly or church) in the light of the 

Ten Commandments. The Commandments are the rule of life that God has set before us and are 

applicable to every part of our life. In my next few articles I intend to do just that, and I would 

like to ask you to look at music in the light of the Ten Commandments as well. Since there is so 

much music out there I will only be able to make a generalization, but hopefully it will give a bit 

of insight. 

The first commandment we all know well. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 

(Numbers 20:3) The second is closely tied with the first so we shall consider them together. The 

second reads as such, “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image…” (Numbers 20:4 a) It 

is quite amazing how deep this is. To most of us who live in a nominally Christian world, it 

seemingly is quite an easy commandment to follow. It’s easy enough to say, “well, I don’t fall 

into that category, I don’t worship images made by stone or wood.” I must admit—most of us 

don’t. Have we considered the deeper side of this commandment though? What does our 

Catechism say about this? 

What doth God enjoin in the first commandment? That I, as sincerely as I 

desire the salvation of my own soul, avoid and flee from all idolatry, 

sorcery, soothsaying, superstition, invocation of saints, or any other 

creatures: and learn rightly to know the only true God, trust in Him alone; 

with humility and patience submit to Him; expect all good things from 

Him only; love, fear, and glorify Him with my whole heart; so that I 

renounce and forsake all creatures, rather than commit even the least thing 

contrary to His will. 

What is idolatry? Idolatry is, instead of, or besides that one true God who 

has manifested Himself in His word, to contrive, or have any other object, 

in which men place their trust (Lord’s Day 34: Q&A 94 & 95). 

What and interesting article to consider! We forsake ALL things that have to do with 

anything else other than God. This means in music as well. We must desire to flee all things that 

do not glorify our God. How do we violate this commandment in music? Let us take a closer 

look. 

There are many, many songs out there that are out and out wrong. We all know this. 

Those who listen to this type of music know this, but what about the other “questionable” ones? 

Where can we go wrong with some of this “other” type of music? Yes, this means the soft rock, 

country, hymns, etc. Have you looked at this music to the light of scripture? Where do we go 

wrong in listening to some of this music? Tell me, where does it glorify God? Should we be 

listening then? 

What about the music where people are pledging there love one to another and say “oh all 

we need is love?” Does that sound correct? Should we be listening to the type of music telling us 

that all people need is love? Does not God fit into their lives? I thought God was the one who 

filled ALL our needs! What about those songs that swear by this thing and by that item? Do we 

need to be listening to that type of music? 

Let us look deeper yet. When looking at the catechism we notice a few prominent things 

that God warns us about. One of the main things is idolatry. This is the reason those who wrote 
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the catechism spend another question and answer on this subject. We are not to place our trust in 

anything but God! What do you and I do when we look at the musicians of the world? This holds 

for all types of music. It ranges from classical, to rock, to country, and Christian music. We 

idolize them! What marvelous players and singers they are! What talent they have! Where does 

God fit into this whole picture? Nowhere, we are putting them up on a pedestal and praising their 

work. Not God. We are all guilty of this; it is human nature. 

Idolatry in music is something that surrounds us on all sides no matter the age or 

preference of music. How often don’t we see the worldly children say “I would do anything to go 

to a Brittany Spears concert or to go and see the Back Street Boys.” We see this in the age 

groups all the way up. If we take it one step up, we see that age group saying “If only I could see 

the group Chicago or go and see Garth Brooks.” How about all of you that are one step up from 

that yet? Those who have paid for Beach Boys concerts and went to go and see the Beatles. How 

about it grandparents? (no you are not excluded either) Remember good ole Buddy Hallie and 

Elvis? Admit it, there is something drawing and attractive to this worldly music. We like their 

music. We idolize them and look up to them. We dress like them, act like them, and sing along 

with them. 

All of these music artists, and many more, were idolized by the world and to some degree 

by that of the church world as well. Don’t we and didn’t we love their music? Yet, how many of 

us have said, “I will do anything to go to church and to sing the songs of Zion that God has 

composed”? We could all probably all count on one hand the times we have said that (at least I 

could!). It’s a bit of a troublesome thought if you ask me. It is especially hard hitting when we 

look at how many times we idolize the world’s music verses at times when we have God’s. 

Let us consider this issue a bit farther. How about that of the “Christian Rock” (which 

seems a bit of an oxymoron if you think about it)? How many times have we looked up to these 

singers and glorified their voices? We praise them and their talents and we look up to them. Is 

God really in the picture then? Do we express the same feelings for the praises of the 

congregations as we do for these singers? Can we really say that this singer is that much more 

glorious than the sinner in the pew singing out of thankfulness to God? Are we to idolize them? 

No it is to God that we turn. 

We enjoy the worldly music and hymns written by others but what happens when it 

comes to the music that God has composed? Sit and really think about it once. God has given us 

a blessed book with which to sing praise to Him. What more could we possibly need? Do people 

make better composers than God? How could God be more glorified by songs written by man? 

Our God is a “jealous” God. Young people, do you listen to the praises of God in your car and 

room? Or is it too stuffy for you? 

Every reader has to admit that he has transgressed the first and second commandment 

many times in the area of music. I am thankful that our God forgives us and we do have His 

psalms with which to praise Him. Sing to the Lord in His rich mercy and loving kindness. Yell 

His praises from the house top. Be excited to go to church to sing God’s Songs that He has 

lovingly composed for us. What a great God we have! 

 

“I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy 

faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 89:1).  

 

“With joy I heard my friends exclaim, Come, let us in God’s temple meet; Within thy gates, O 

Zion blest, Shall ever stand our willing feet” (Psalter 350 vs. 1). 
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