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January 1 Read I Peter 1:1-5  

 

We should read this greeting from Peter to those addressed quite often. This is because Peter is 

addressing these words to us. We are strangers in a strange land. We are scattered throughout this 

world. Did we act like that last night? Were we different? Did we carouse with the world or pray 

with the saints, “Come quickly Lord Jesus?” Did we give gratitude to God for our election, 

sanctification, and redemption? Did the words “Blessed be God” come from our lips in the night 

hours? We need to hear these words often so that we ponder our incorruptible inheritance. That 

inheritance is not here; we are strangers here. Sing Psalter 29. 

 

January 2 Read I Peter 1:6-12  

 

After considering the fact that we are strangers, Peter addresses the reality of the suffering of the 

child of God because he is a stranger in a strange land. God’s people have suffered on this earth 

(review the life of the Biblical saints as well as the reformers) and will suffer up until the time 

that Christ returns. For what do we suffer? We suffer for salvation. We might ask, “Is it worth 

it?” Peter seems to think so. He says that it is “more precious than gold,” “inquired into by the 

prophets,” and “looked into by the angels.” Is your salvation this precious to you, people of God? 

Are you suffering for it? Or do you try to not be a stranger so that you do not suffer? You cannot 

have both. Sing Psalter 329. 

 

January 3 Read I Peter 1:13-16  

 

A hymn writer penned the words, “Take time to be holy.” These words are not Scriptural. 

Scripture says “Be ye holy.” There is a huge difference. Taking time to be holy implies that there 

are times when you do not have to be holy. “Be ye holy” is a command. We must always be holy 

because this is the will of our heavenly Father. Being holy means we do not return to the lusts of 

the flesh. Being holy means that we do not try out the lusts of the flesh. Being holy means that 

we must walk a sanctified walk; being enabled by the Holy Spirit to glorify and praise God in all 

that we do. Be holy tonight, young people as you seek entertainment. Help your children and 

young people to be holy, parents, by bringing them up in the fear of the Lord. Sing Psalter 76. 

 

January 4 Read I Peter 1:17-21  

 

Today is preparation day. For the working man, we may say that it is a day to catch up around 

the house and the yard. Children and young people may look at is a day to be free from the 

confines of the school room. But today we must prepare for calling upon the name of our God on 

the Sabbath. We must prepare ourselves to give thanks for our redemption wrought by Christ on 

the cross. We must see that this day is to be used for looking toward the day that we prepare for 

the eternal Sabbath. This does not mean that this is a holy day like Sunday. The Fourth 

Commandments tells us that we must labor for six days. But we must also be ready for the 
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Sabbath. We must make sure that our week is ended in a way that prepares us for the Lord‘s 

Day. Sing Psalter 112. 

 

January 5 Read I Peter 1:22-25  

 

Notice the two aspects of the Word that are preached unto us. First of all we have the Word of 

the gospel which is salvation by faith alone. We must hear this Word in every sermon that is 

preached. If we do not hear Christ something is wrong with the preaching or with our hearing. 

Secondly we must heed the commandment to love our neighbor. This is a necessary result of the 

preaching. As we take up our daily lives tomorrow are we consciously thinking about loving the 

brother? Children and young people, is this your desire as you return to school? Men, will you 

earnestly seek to love those who are employed with you or by you? We must not only hear 

Christ‘s love, we must live in Christ‘s love. Let us seek to do that each day of our lives. Sing 

Psalter 278. 

 

January 6 Read I Peter 2:1-5  

 

In these verses, Peter travels from the doctrinal to the practical, though, as we know, there is not 

a real separation. Practice is doctrine, and doctrine is practice. After putting off the old man of 

sin and taking on the clothes of righteousness, what then? We must seek the pure Word of God 

all of our lives even as a baby seeks the mother’s pure milk. We do this because God has made 

of us His church. We are not dead members in that church but rather living members. We do not 

sing the songs of Zion lifelessly. We praise Him with our whole being. Our conduct with those 

around us must show that we are a living stone not a rock of offence. Sing Psalter 333. 

 

January 7 Read I Peter 2:6-10  

 

We see that Peter is speaking to people of God who know the Scriptures. In other words, he is 

speaking to converted Jews. But we also see that he is speaking to converted Gentiles. God‘s 

Word today still comes to both kinds of people. We, the people from the line of the covenant, 

must not be surprised when someone uses Scripture and we do not seem to understand him. We 

also must see the calling to preach the gospel to the nations. God’s church is made up of people 

from many backgrounds and walks of life. We have been called into a marvelous light. Do we 

hide from that light? Do we hide our children from that light? Sing Psalter 320. 

 

January 8 Read I Peter 2:11-17  

 

Is obeying authority a difficult thing? Children, do you have a problem keeping rules, whether 

they be your parents’ rules, your school’s rules, or anyone else’s rules whom God has put in 

authority over you? Young people, do you have trouble with this idea? Parents and other adults, 

what about us? What is our attitude to those in authority—the boss, the policeman, the 

consistory? Do we ignore those whom God has put in authority over our lives. The Holy Spirit 

indicates that this is a necessary part of the life of the Christian. Peter was writing in an era in 

which the government was openly antichurch, but yet he says “submit.” Let us make this our 

desire and goal in our every day life. Sing Psalter 223. 
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January 9 Read I Peter 2:18-25  

 

Peter continues the thoughts about obeying those in authority. He also continues the thought of 

doing that when the authority is antichristian in nature. He speaks to those whom God has made 

slaves to wicked masters. He speaks to those who had to endure abuse unjustly. He calls them to 

suffer patiently for Christ’s sake. This is what we must do. We must learn to suffer patiently for 

Christ’s sake even when we are doing good. Peter gives us the example of our Lord Jesus Christ 

himself. Reread Isaiah 53 if you need to. Go back over the life of Christ and realize that the 

example of Christ which we must follow is to suffer patiently for following Him. Sing Psalter 

341. 

 

January 10 Read I Peter 3:1-7  

 

In these verses the Holy Spirit teaches us how to act as wife and husband within the place God 

has put us. Some would think the truths taught here are old-fashioned, out-of-date, and not 

relevant to today’s life style. Is this your feeling, people of God? Do we want wives who are 

other than those described here? Husbands and young men, are you a tyrant over her given to 

you by God? Marriage is honorable; God has used it to show us our relationship with Him. Each 

of us must be the husband or wife found in these verses. Young people, do not get caught up 

with this world’s marriage philosophy. It is fraught with evil and will lead to sadness. Sing 

Psalter 360. 

 

January 11 Read I Peter 3:8-13  

 

The words of these verses need to be read each day and taken to heart. To have compassion for 

the brother or sister in Christ is a very admirable thing. But because it goes against the world’s 

“I’m number one” philosophy, it is not often adhered to. Children, are you caring at school? 

Young people, what about you? Do you scorn those who are not part of your “group”? Adults, 

what kind of example do you give our children and young people? As we see this sin is often 

carried out by the tongue. We may think we do this in secret, but the omniscient God knows our 

sin. Let us strive to love one another and in loving one another love God. Sing Psalter 371. 

 

January 12 Read I Peter 3:14-17  

 

People of God are you ready to give an answer of the hope that lieth within you? Are you willing 

to tell someone of what church you are a member when you know that that will bring scorn upon 

you? Children, do you tell other children that you will not participate in their sins because God 

will not allow it? Young people, do your friends know that you believe in God by the life you 

live when you are among them? Adults, what do you teach your children about God’s laws with 

a movie pouring from your television or VCR? Yes, these are a lot of questions. They need 

answers. We must know that the only way to give an answer is by having the Word of God in 

our hearts. This takes study, and this means to put away the world’s entertainments. We can 

begin today to be ready to give an acceptable answer before God. Sing Psalter 185:1-5. 

 

January 13 Read I Peter 3:18-22  
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People of God, do you experience the comfort wrought for us by Jesus Christ? Quite often this is 

the testimony of the elderly as they wait for God to prepare their place in heaven for them. They 

can wait in patience because they know that He will fulfill what he has promised. But what about 

the not so old? Children, young people, other adults, do we wait with patience comforted by 

Christ’s Spirit? At Pentecost He sent to us the Comforter. Let us wait patiently on His way in all 

of our busy lives. Even though this world is busy and we get wrapped up in its busyness, we 

have comfort to know that Christ is in heaven for us. Sing Psalter 185:6-9. 

 

January 14 Read I Peter 4:1-5  

 

Young people do you walk an antithetical walk? That is, do you walk as someone who is in the 

world and not of the world? Do people who see you know that you are a Christian, and are not 

left scratching their heads because of some of your actions? This is what these verses call you to 

do. Earlier in the book we were told that we were a peculiar people. Do we show that? Jesus did, 

and He would have us to do that too. We must not be found taking pleasure in the world’s 

wicked entertainment. We must be known for a Christian walk and lifestyle. Parents, is this how 

you are leading your children? Sing Psalter 120. 

 

January 15 Read I Peter 4:6-11  

 

Two weeks ago we celebrated entering a new year. This meant that we were another step closer 

to the final judgment. Peter wants us to consider our lives with the final judgment at hand. He 

wants us to remember that we will face our Savior at the end of time. As we remember this we 

see that it should affect the way we live our lives. Yesterday we saw one side of a sanctified life; 

today we see the positive. How do you treat fellow saints, people of God. Are you hospitable to 

them? Are you kind to them in school, children and young people? Do you see their needs and 

try to meet them? Do you use your gifts and talents for God’s glory among His church? Are you 

ready to face His judgment in this matter? Sing Psalter 28. 

 

January 16 Read I Peter 4:12-19  

 

In the past few days we have been discussing the coming day of judgment. This day will come 

not without its difficulties for God’s people. Before Christ returns we will suffer persecution for 

our faith in Christ Jesus. Are you ready for it? Are you willing to face it? Will you be persecuted 

our will you escape it by hiding your faith? The Holy Spirit is holding these things before us in 

order that we may learn to watch and ready ourselves for Christ’s return. We must be willing to 

suffer, having the faith that Christ will care for His own as He has promised. Are we ready, 

people of God? Are we willing to die for the faith delivered to the saints? Let us pray for the 

grace to live in the last days as true children of Jehovah. Sing Psalter 103. 

 

January 17 Read I Peter 5:1-5  

 

Peter begins this chapter with an exhortation to elders that they be faithful within the office to 

which they are called. After doing this he admonishes those who are under the elders to submit to 

them. This submitting like all the submitting upon this earth is because it is God’s 

commandment. God gave to us elders to have oversight of our spiritual lives. How do we receive 
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them? Young people, are you respectful in speaking to or about your elders? Is it your desire to 

submit to them even as you confess your faith before them? They have a weighty responsibility 

concerning you. We must submit to them as they are ministers for good in our lives. Sing Psalter 

49. 

 

January 18 Read I Peter 5:1-7  

I wish to call your attention to the seventh verse. After reminding us about the duties of elders, 

Peter again calls us to humble ourselves before God in this life. Sometimes we feel that the cares 

and burdens God places on us are too much for us to bear and we lash out at those in authority 

over us. God then reminds us to cast our care upon Him because He careth for us. Notice the 

words here. Not He will care for us or He did care for us. He careth for us! These is present 

tense. This means He cares for us in whatever circumstance He places us. People of God, we 

need this admonition. We cannot do anything of ourselves. Let us cast our cares upon the One 

who cares for us. Sing Psalter 5. 

 

January 19 Read I Peter 5:8-14  

 

Peter continues his series of commands with “Be sober, be vigilant.” These two commands go 

together. You cannot be vigilant if you are not sober. Sober means to be watchful, alert in 

spiritual things. There is a connection to the sobriety of not giving ones self to alcohol. If we 

wallow in earthly pleasures, we will not be sober, watchful, and vigilant over our spiritual lives. 

We learn to be sober as we listen to the preaching of the Word today. We need to be sober 

because Satan lurks around us all of the time seeking to make us fall and bring despite to the 

faith. This is not something that we face alone. Our brothers, too, are afflicted by Satan. Let us 

make use of the communion of saints to fight our common foe. Sing Psalter 362. 

 

January 20 Read I Peter 5:8-14  

 

In the final verses of this chapter we find a comforting doxology and a testimony that our 

standing in the midst of affliction in hope is not ours alone, but saints all over the world face the 

same dangers. God has given to us those of like faith. Let us not forget our brother no matter 

what his race or nationality. Let us pray for one another and bring the needs of all of God’s 

people before the throne of grace. While this epistle emphasizes hope in affliction it has much 

comfort for us. Take the time and read it again often. Sing Psalter 369. 

 

January 21 Read II Peter 1:1-8  

 

In the Peter’s second epistle to the saints on this earth he again focuses on life on this earth. He 

again reminds us that we are called by God and that the way of salvation is only in Him. Because 

of this election we have received many precious promises. Because of these promises we have 

the assurance that throughout our life no matter what the difficulty we can prevail through Christ. 

In the last three verses of this section, Peter shows us how the way of the life of sanctification 

must go. It would do well for us to examine each of the characteristics of this life. The end of this 

life is a fruitful life on this earth and a blessed eternal home in heaven. Sing Psalter 25. 

 

January 22 Read II Peter 1:9-15  
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Peter continues in the examination of the Christian’s assurance in this life. How can we be 

assured that we are truly a child of God? What about our doubts? Does verse ten call us to 

salvation by works? These are important questions. The testimony of Scripture is that salvation is 

by faith alone. Peter had to learn this the hard way as he was sinking into the water and into his 

own despair as he denied Christ. Now Peter, like Paul, can tell us that assurance comes in 

exercising the faith that is freely given unto us. Peter encourages us to live the life of 

sanctification which follows our justification. Let us take heed to these things and walk in the 

salvation to which we are called. Sing Psalter 234. 

 

January 23 Read II Peter 1:16-21  

 

People of God, what do you believe concerning the Bible? Do you believe that it is completely 

true or only partially true? Do you believe that it is the Word of God or just some of Paul’s 

thoughts? Are you willing to die for it, or will you easily let it go to save your life or life style? 

Even in Peter’s day the inspiration of Scripture had been called into question. He had to defend 

this truth against those who would call into question the Bible’s veracity. Many would take our 

Bible from us and give us another one containing man’s words or thoughts. Be not deceived 

people of God. Hold that Bible precious. Do not depart from the doctrine of inspiration, for to do 

so is to leave your inheritance. Sing Psalter 325. 

 

January 24 Read II Peter 2:1-5  

 

Here we see the reason that we must hold the Bible precious. There are those who would turn us 

from the faith. There are those that would try to take from us the faith once delivered to the 

saints. We need to be able to recognize heresy for what it is. This can only be done if we know 

the truth. We can only know the truth if we study the Bible. We see the end of those who make a 

mockery of God’s Word. We must not fall into their traps. We must be ready to give an answer 

to the hope that lies within us. Let us pray for the grace to be delivered from the temptation to 

change the Word of God into the word of man. Let us pray for the preservation of the saints in 

this evil time. Sing Psalter 182. 

 

January 25 Read II Peter 2:6-9 a 

 

What a comfort it is to know that God will deliver his people out of temptation. Oh, chastisement 

will come to those who put themselves in temptation’s way. This is plain from the history of Lot. 

But God is gracious to His people and will lead them out of temptation and deliver them from the 

evil one. Temptations will increase many-fold in this life until the great tempter comes and asks 

us to take the mark of the beast. Will we be ready to stand? Will we be found faithful when 

Christ comes again? Let us pray for that grace. Sing Psalter 202. 

 

January 26 Read II Peter 2:9 b-16 

 

The second part of verse 9 deals with the other half of judgment which Christ will bring upon the 

world. First of all we have the judgment of the righteous that we will be delivered from sin. Now 

we have the final judgment upon the evildoers on this earth. As we read their description we see 
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that if it were not for grace it could be us. We fall into the same sins as the vilest man on this 

earth. We see this picture of judgment for our edification as well as our comfort. We must avoid 

sin and walk in the newness of the life of Christ. Let us pray for this grace in our lives. Let us not 

forsake the right way today as we go to God’s house and worship Him. Sing Psalter 13, verses 4-

7. 

 

January 27 Read II Peter 2:17-22  

 

Peter continues to expose those who bring false doctrine for what they are. This is not very 

popular in the day in which we live. The favorite doctrine is love all men and say nothing bad 

about anyone. Peter would have trouble getting along in this world, wouldn’t he? What about us? 

Do we try to get along, or do we expose false doctrine for what it is? Antichrist will find room 

for everyone in this world except for the people of God. We must prepare ourselves for the last 

days when being popular will mean to hide the faith. Let us prepare ourselves by knowing the 

truth and ask the Holy Spirit to be with us even as Christ promised us. Sing Psalter 266. 

 

January 28 Read II Peter 3:1-4  

 

As we prepare for the last days, we will see that even among the church world today the idea of 

last days is not popular. In much of the world the idea that God will destroy this place is scoffed 

at. It is thought that we can redeem this world and make it a place with no suffering. This is 

Satan’s goal with the child of God as well. He used the lie in Paradise and he will continue to 

peddle that lie in the church. If he can discredit God in our eyes, he will lead us to hell. We must 

stand strong in the evil day. We do not need to worry, however, because Christ has sent to us the 

Spirit, the Comforter. Let us rest assured in His promises that He will keep us to the end. Sing 

Psalter 143. 

 

January 29 Read II Peter 3:5-9  

 

People of God, do you doubt the promises of God? Are you tempted to fall in with those who say 

that God will not destroy this earth? This is a grave mistake. Those who mocked as Noah was 

building the ark were left outside as the water rose around them. Those who mock the promises 

of Christ will feel the fire which destroys this world as well as the eternal fires of Hell. God will 

come when this world’s cup of iniquity is full. He will come when every elect saint has tasted of 

the grace of repentance. Let us find comfort and strength in this promise and let us watch 

earnestly for the day of Christ’s return to this earth. Sing Psalter 241 

 

January 30 Read II Peter 3:10-13  

 

We sing in Psalter 200, “Christ shall have dominion over land and sea, earth’s remotest regions 

shall His empire be.” This is our hope as we wait for the day in which He will return. No matter 

how many governments establish themselves over this world, we know that Christ the king of 

glory is coming. The looking for Christ’s return is not an idle looking. This is the active looking 

of those who await dear ones to return from a trip. We have been given His Word to tell us what 

we must do and how we must watch. We must search the Scriptures daily to see what we must 

do as we wait. We must also pray that He will come quickly. Sing Psalter 58. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=II+Peter+2:17-22
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=II+Peter+3:1-4
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=II+Peter+3:5-9
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=II+Peter+3:10-13


 

January 31 Read II Peter 2:14-18  

 

As we come to the end of our examination of these two letters to the saints, we, too, must be 

diligent in our lives. We must be diligent to learn, study, and use the truths of God’s Word to us 

in our lives. We must have confidence that He will preserve us even to the end as He has 

promised. We must mark those who would lead us out of the way and have no fellowship with 

them. Finally we must grow in grace so that we have the knowledge to give to God all the glory 

that is due His name. As we do this in this life we will be more assured that we will glorify Him 

in heaven. Sola Deo Gloria, as the reformers confess; glory to God alone. Sing Psalter 53. 
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