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Another year’s worth of sand has poured through the neck of the cosmic hourglass. Very 

little is left. How many grains are left, only God knows. When God created the heavens and the 

earth, He filled it with just enough to accomplish His purpose with the earth. When the last grain 

drops, Christ will return on the clouds of heaven to gather in the harvest. 

God also has a purpose for you and for me. He has given to each of us a carefully 

measured amount of time in which to live our lives. Each moment of the day, precious grains of 

sand pour from the top to the bottom. The time we have lived steadily grows larger, and the pile 

on top steadily shrinks. Once the sand goes through, it can never be returned and nobody knows 

exactly how much we have left up on top. 

Measured amounts of time are often used for games or tests. The outcome of the game or 

test depends upon your ability, skill, or decisions. How is the hourglass of your life used? Is it 

used in the same way as in the games we play? The Arminian concept of the hourglass of your 

life is very much like such a game. It is a rather simple sort of game: at some point, you need to 

say, “I accept Jesus as my Savior,” and you win. The trick is to say it before the last grain of sand 

falls through. If you are too late, you lose and go to hell. 

Man has tried to play this imaginary game since the beginning of time. It has only been 

since the time of Jacobus Arminius that we have attached this particular name to it. This game is 

attractive to man because when he plays it, he imagines that he has some control over the 

outcome of the game. It is rather easy to win and it does not take long for anyone to figure out 

how to have a lot of fun with life before the life-shackling decision is to be made. 

The Arminian game is purely imaginary, because the purpose of your hourglass filled 

with its particular amount of sand is not at all to give you a chance to accept Jesus. God has 

given to each of us a specific amount of time. It is just the right amount of time needed for us to 

become prepared for our place in heaven. It is just the right amount of time to prepare the 

reprobate for hell. Everyone is given the time appointed to serve God’s purpose as He gathers 

His church. 

When we think about the fact that we have only a certain amount of time, it is easy to fall 

into one of two extremes. We may become so obsessed with the passing of time that we worry 

and fret about time that is wasted. Fretting over the wasting of time is especially a problem today 

in our busy world with so many things to do, so much money to make, and a name and a place to 

establish in this world. Each moment of time that goes by that does not in an obvious way bring 

us closer to our goal makes us anxious. Waiting in slow traffic can drive such a person nearly 

insane. Even when we have clearly before us the goal to use every moment of time we have to 

grow in our knowledge of God, there is the danger of fretting when God sees fit to leave us 

stranded in an airport for a day and your Bible is with the luggage. 

The other extreme is to say to yourself, “If God has everything planned out, why bother 

thinking about how best to use time?” This thinking is what we find in Romans 6:1 where we 

read “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” Applied to our 

use of time we might say, “shall we sit back and watch as God carries us through life so that we 

can enjoy life and get to heaven without too much work?” 

The answer is “God forbid.” Those who imagine that they can walk in sin all they want 

because God will graciously forgive them, fail to see that the new heart we receive cannot help 
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but live in newness of life. Those who imagine that they can live a carefree lazy life because God 

has it all planned out to prepare us for glory, fail to see that God is pleased when we actively 

seek out that plan and praise Him for His wisdom. 

We fail to give God the glory when we get angry at slow traffic and we think our time is 

being wasted because we fail to see that God has sovereignly planned this for our salvation. We 

fail to give God the glory when we become careless because we do not actively begin to live out 

that salvation He has given. 

God has given to us each a set amount of time in which to live. Knowing this, however, is 

not what motivates us to use our time wisely. Our motivation to use our time wisely comes from 

the command of God to “work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12 b). 

We busy ourselves with our daily work and activities always keeping in mind that God is using 

all these things to reveal to us His great love in Christ. 

When it appears to us that the past year has been wasted with futile attempts at this or that 

we must not fret and become discouraged. Rather, we need to understand that this was best for us 

whether we see it now or not. The past year was a part of our salvation and growth in Christ. 

If we look back at all the fond memories of good times and look forward to another year 

of fun and good times with little thought about working out our salvation with fear and 

trembling, we are missing the true joy of our salvation. Let us use our time wisely. We need not 

fret about wasting time, and neither ought we let the time slip by with little thought about its 

purpose. Get busy working out your salvation. Examine your life daily with a time of meditation 

upon God’s word and devotions. See the wonder of God’s grace as He leads you each step of the 

way that He has planned for you. 
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