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How do you feel when someone gives you something? Not just anything, but something 

you desperately need? Most of us don’t even know what it means to desperately need something. 

Most of us are quite well off. A good portion of us have never truly felt a need for something—

or have we? 

Let’s think back to the depression age. This was a time where people were in great need 

of things to keep themselves and their families going. Many of us have heard the stories of what 

they went without because they didn’t have the money. 

Just think now how they would have felt if not only did someone take a group of them 

from their present state, but gave them clothing and fine linens: silks for beautiful dresses, brand 

new leather shoes, an abundance of food, tables and tables of wonderful pastries and tasty 

morsels of meat. The clothing that was given was not left over in the closets. It was not clothes 

that no longer fit, but dresses and suits fit for queens and kings. The food was not just a loaf of 

bread for a day but enough food to feed an army! 

How do you suppose that would have made these poor families feel? Thankful? Joyful? 

Excited? Perhaps they would even exalted the person to a certain degree and regard that person 

with awe. 

My friends and fellow Christians, God has done such a wonderful thing to us! God has 

pulled us from the depths of sin and has put us in a place crowned with everlasting life and 

glory! WHAT A THOUGHT! 

We don’t often see this and lift our voice in praise to God. We tend to mumble through 

our Psalms and Psalter singing, our mouths barely open, when our first reaction should be 

excitement and joyfulness and thankfulness! These are all words to show that our hearts are 

overflowing with love for the Savior Who did this for us! It should be so that our hearts want to 

burst! You should want to shout for joy to sing His praises. What a horrible thing if we should 

not want to do such a thing or use our mouths in ways to praise our Savior. It would be just as if 

those people from the depression age had not expressed their gratitude to that person that gave 

them all those things. What a sad, sad thing! Almost as if a slap in the face. 

The psalms speak mightily of God’s people showing praise to God for all that He has 

done. A few examples are as follows: 

 

“Ye righteous, in the Lord rejoice: ‘Tis comely that with joyful voice God’s saints His Name 

should praise. With harp and hymn of gladness sing, Your gift of sweetest music bring, To Him 

a new song raise” (Psalter 85:1). 

 

“Then will praise my God with song, to Him my thanks shall rise, and this shall please Jehovah 

more than offered sacrifice” (Psalter 186:2). 

 

“It is good to sing Thy praises and to thank Thee O Most High, Showing forth Thy loving 

kindness when the morning light the sky, It is good when night is falling of Thy faithfulness to 

tell, While with sweet, melodious praises songs of adorations swell” (Psalter 251:1) (emphasis 

mine MVB). 

 



If you go on to read in these Psalters and in the Psalms you will notice the thankfulness 

and all the different words characteristic of raising our voice to God. When we praise God we 

are not to mumble our words and keep our mouth partially closed. We are to open our mouths 

and sing to God for that is our way to praise Him. We, as God’s people, are to teach our children 

how to sing this way. We are to tell them of the thankfulness that we are to have for God and 

because of that we sing out. The person who gave those people in the depression age all those 

things above and beyond what they needed would have wanted some thanks as well. He 

wouldn’t have been happy, I don’t think, with just mumbled thanks. The benevolent giver would 

not be disappointed if the thanks was croaked back in a hoarse voice so long as it came with 

gladness from the heart. Do you think the person with the hoarse voice would have cared what he 

sounded like when he thanked that person? So, are we not to care what we sound like when we 

thank God? God cares much more for the thanks than for the actual voice that is singing. 

Fellow Christians saved by His grace, join in one voice and lift your praise to Him. Teach 

your children to lift their voices in praise. For we are His workmanship and thankful obedience 

pleases God more than “offered sacrifice.” Sing the psalms with joyful voice! 

“I will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth” (Ps. 34:1).  
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