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In the last article on the topic of “deceit” we began with a broad definition of the practice 

of deceit. Next, we saw that all lies and deceit are the works of the devil and that we, according 

to our old man of sin, are under the power of deceit. Having been delivered from the spiritual 

dominion of Satan by the work of Christ, we now delight in the truth and we hate all lies and 

deceit in the new man. Therefore, according to the new man we must battle against the 

deceitfulness of sin within us. We understood, by means of an illustration, how one can fall into 

the sin of slandering a brother in Christ by failing to crucifying the sin of deceit within his 

thoughts. 

Now we will move on and notice how we are to fight against lies and deceit. It is 

important for us to understand that deceit is not merely a power which operates outside of us. 

The devil would be ineffectual with his powers of deceit unless he had an ally in our sinful flesh. 

He knows what our old man of sin wants to hear. And because of that old man, all the 

temptations which the world places before us pose a very real spiritual threat. As long as we are 

on this earth, our battle will continue against our three-fold enemy, which would lead us away 

from the truth. But we, the children of God, are not powerless in this battle against lies and 

deceit. We have won the victory in Christ. Our three-fold enemy was mortally wounded at the 

cross. Christ, in his death and resurrection, has forever conquered the devil and his deceiving 

hosts so that they cannot prevail against the people of God and lead them completely astray. This 

does not mean that we do not have to fight against lies and deceit. Rather, it means that we fight 

in the assurance that we have certain victory. In God’s Word we are instructed as to how we are 

to fight against deceit. One passage in particular, II Thessalonians 2:9-13, summarizes nicely 

how the child of God is preserved in the truth even when many all around him succumb to the 

lie. There we read, 

 

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and 

signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in 

them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they 

might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 

that they should believe a lie; that they all might be damned who believed 

not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. But we are bound to 

give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 

God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 

sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 

 

The “him” at the beginning of the passage refers to Antichrist who will be revealed near 

the end of time. He will deceive all those who believe not the truth, but have pleasure in 

unrighteousness. Evidence of our sure preservation in the truth is found near the end of this 

passage. God has chosen us “to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 

truth” (vs. 13). We will not be deceived because part of God’s gift of salvation to us is that we 

believe the truth and love the truth. It is a love for the truth which we have. Much more is 

involved than a mere intellectual acknowledgment that God’s Word is truth. 
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One who loves the truth, loves God. One who loves the truth is united to Christ by faith. 

By faith, he “embraces Jesus Christ, with all His merits, appropriates Him, and seeks nothing 

more besides Him” (Belgic Confession, Art. 22). One who loves the truth lives a life of 

sanctification by the Spirit, walking in good works of thanksgiving to God. His sanctified life 

will be characterized by an ever growing love for God and appreciation of His truth. He will be 

faithful in his attendance of the preaching of the pure doctrine of the gospel. He will carefully 

read and study his Bible in order that he might more know His God and grow in love for his 

God. He confesses with the Psalmist, “Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I might 

meditate in Thy word” (Psalm 119:148). Further, his love for the truth is made known by his 

contempt for lying and deceit. Like the Psalmist he confesses, “Through thy precepts I get 

understanding: therefore I hate every false way” (Psalm 119:104). One who loves the truth will 

distinctly confess it, clearly distinguishing between the truth and all lies. 

It is our love for the truth that is our surest defense against deceit. For when we love God 

and His Word we are careful to dig into His Word and search it out. We come to know and love 

God as He reveals Himself to us in His Word. His truth becomes very precious to us. Our 

knowledge of the doctrines of the Reformed faith increases and we grow in our understanding of 

how all these doctrines are comprehended in one system of truth. We read and study the creeds 

which the Spirit of Truth has led the church to develop in times of attack against the truth. 

When, out of love, we embrace as truth God’s Word and the Reformed creeds, we will 

not be deceived. This knowledge of love is an armor which protects us from the devil and all his 

deceits. When Satan would draw us away by the deceitfulness of the pleasures and riches of this 

world, we say to him, “I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the 

tents of wickedness” (Psalm 84:10). When Satan would entice us with a life of self-fulfillment 

and indulgence, we say to him, “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and 

lose his own soul?” (Matt. 16:26). When false teachers would lead us into the errors of believing 

that any part of our salvation is dependent upon our works, we take them to the Canons of Dordt. 

God’s Word is our surest defense. 

Whenever we minimize the importance of knowing the truth and confessing it distinctly, 

or we sink into a spiritual sleep and give very little attention to spiritual activities, we will find 

that we more easily fall prey to deceit. Just as a young child believes nearly everything he is told, 

so will we be as spiritual children, “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 

doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive” 

(Eph. 4:14). We will be as the “simple” man of Proverbs 14:15, who “believeth every word.” It 

may be that God will allow us to be deceived and fall for a time into a particular sin. Or perhaps 

He will let us walk for a time in the sin of believing and confessing false doctrine. We will 

experience the painful consequences of these sins. Think of the father, for example, who takes 

his family out of a church where the truth is found and joins an apostatizing church where false 

doctrine is present. After a while, God calls him to repentance and brings him back to the true 

church, but his children do not come back with him. When our love for God and His truth dims, 

He may lead us through very dark and painful ways in order to restore us. 

Understand, it is more than a mere intellectual mastery of the doctrines of God’s Word 

that preserves us. There are many theologians who spend much time studying Scripture absent a 

love for God. They are mired in deceit because they do not have the “fear of the Lord” which is 

the “beginning of knowledge.” (Prov 1:7).  

We see the devastating consequences of fallen man’s rejection of God and His truth in 

the world around us. God is revealing His wrath from heaven against all those “who hold the 
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truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). He is giving them over to every possible sin as a just 

punishment for their rejection of the knowledge of Him. 

 

In this day also, there are many false prophets and teachers who claim to teach the 

truth of God’s Word, but in reality bring false doctrines and damnable heresies. 

They speak “good words” and their “fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 

simple.” But we fight in the victory which Christ has won for us. We are not 

fooled by their “good words” and “fair speeches.” When we expose their 

teachings to the light of God’s Word, we see them as they really are. When false 

prophets come to us in sheep’s clothing, God by His Spirit gives us the spiritual 

discernment to judge them by their fruits and to expose them as ravening wolves 

(Matt. 7:15,16).  

 

May God grant that we “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ.” 
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