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Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow 

down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate 

me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Exodus 20:4-6  

 

Young people, we have seen that our lives are a spiritual journey, the destination of 

which is God’s glory in all that we do. The road down which we travel is named The Way of 

Thankful Obedience. 

In our journey, we have already passed the intersection of The Road of Many Gods. In 

fact, we did turn down that road! By nature, we do have many gods! And someone—friends, 

coworkers, other people we know—had promised us that if we took that road, we would end up 

in the city of Happiness. But then we realized that the Happiness to which this road would take 

us was only Earthly Happiness. The city’s name is simply “Happiness,” because its citizens and 

visitors think earthly happiness is the only kind of happiness. So we knew, by God’s grace, that 

we were on the wrong road, for our goal was not Earthly Happiness; and using the Map of God’s 

Law, we saw that we should get back on The Way of Thankful Obedience, which requires us to 

have only one God. 

But now we approach another major intersection. The Way of Thankful Obedience and 

The Road of Image Worship are going to crisscross. Once again, we have seen conflicting signs 

as to which road we should take. Many advise to take The Road of Image Worship, for it will 

lead us past a very impressive sculpture, in which an artist tried to portray what God looked like. 

Should we take that road? 

According to the Map of God’s Law, this Road of Image Worship will not take us to our 

destination. We will arrive at our destination only if we refrain from making images of God, and 

worship God rightly. 

* * * * * 

Notice that the second commandment has to do with worship. It speaks not only of 

making graven images, but bowing down to them and serving them. That is worship. 

The commandment forbids us to worship any graven image. Its intent is not to forbid us 

to make images of people or creatures (we may take photographs, paint pictures, and make 

sculptures), but to forbid us to worship an image of any person or creature. 

Why is it important that we not worship any image? Because God alone may be 

worshiped. 

Some might then say, “But we are worshiping God—this is what God looks like.” Aaron 

said that to the children of Israel when he made the golden calf: “These be thy gods, O Israel, 

which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” (Exodus 32:4). To which the answer is, God 

does not look like any creature! God is Spirit! He says, “I am the LORD: that is my name: and 

my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images” (Isaiah 42:8). Similarly, 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Exodus+20:4-6
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Exodus+32:4
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Isaiah+42:8


when God says in the second commandment, “For the LORD thy God is a jealous God,” He 

means to say that He is jealous of His glory and honor, and will not share it with any creature. 

For this reason, that man who makes a sculpture, or graven image, or a painting, and 

claims that it pictures God, is wrong, and is a liar. 

The commandment, by implication, commands a right worship of God. What such 

worship requires of us Jesus teaches in John 4:24: “God is Spirit, and they that worship Him 

must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

* * * * * 

Right worship of God requires us to know Him as He reveals Himself in His Word. 

Do you want to know what God “looks” like? Moses did! He said to God, “I beseech 

thee, shew me thy glory” (Exodus 33:18). In response, God reminded Moses that no man can see 

God and live—but God would hide Moses in a cleft of the rock, and show Moses His “back 

parts” (Exodus 33:20ff). That glory of God Moses heard God proclaim: “The LORD, The LORD 

God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy 

for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the 

guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, 

unto the third and to the fourth generation” (Exodus 34:6-7). Moses “saw” the Lord’s glory, as 

the Lord proclaimed His name to Moses. 

We will also “see” God, therefore, not in the form of any image, but in knowing Him as 

He makes Himself known in Jesus Christ and in His Word. 

Right worship of God requires us also to worship Him in the manner in which He has 

commanded in His Word. God in His Word requires us to gather for corporate worship (in 

church, Hebrews 10:25), and in that worship to pray and sing (1 Corinthians 14:15), hear God’s 

Word preached (I Corinthians 14:3ff), partake of the sacraments (1 Corinthians 11:23ff), and 

give offerings (I Corinthians 16:2).  

* * * * * 

Now to apply this to our lives, I would have you face two questions. 

First, do you think of God as He reveals Himself in His Word? 

It is so easy for us to try to picture God, in our minds. When we do, we have made an 

image of Him. 

It is so easy for us to think God must be the kind of Being we want Him to be—for 

example, One who only loves, and never hates, and never will punish the wicked. Many in the 

church world think of God this way. But He makes Himself known in Scripture as one who hates 

sin not only, but also sinners (Psalm 5:5, Malachi 1:3, Romans 9:13). He makes Himself known 

as the one who punished the sins of His people in Christ, and who will yet punish the ungodly for 

their sins, with everlasting torment in hell. When we think of Him differently from how He 

reveals Himself, we have made an image of Him. 

So, do you study your Scriptures, learn your catechism, pay attention to the preaching, so 

that you learn of God as He reveals Himself? 

And second, do you worship God rightly? 

Do you even worship God? You go to church—but do you do so just because it is 

expected, or do you participate in worship, from your heart? 

And do you worship God privately, in prayer, song, and reading the Scriptures? 

* * * * * 

God has a right to dictate how we worship Him, for He is God, He is our Creator, and He 

is our Savior. In love for Him, we will obey Him in this matter. To do so is to walk The Way of 
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Thankful Obedience. And walking that way, we will glorify Him in all that we do. Furthermore, 

He promises to show mercy to those who love Him—He will cause us more and more to 

experience and enjoy His nearness and His love. Such experience is what characterizes True 

Happiness! 
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