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Last time we considered the serious spiritual problems that result when one acts on the 

thinking “A little isn’t so bad.” Chief among these is a compromising attitude that leads one to 

commit seemingly minor sins without repentance. However, these “minor” sins are the “little 

foxes that spoil the vines” (cf. Song of Solomon 2:15). That is, although they may appear as 

innocent as cute, fluffy little foxes, they will have a spiritually destructive influence. For 

example, listening to “Christian” Rock, Pop Rock, or worse can destroy one’s love and 

appreciation for singing the Psalms. Occasionally watching movies or television with actors 

continuously impersonating the sins of others will cloud one’s spiritual discernment. Consider 

what the Apostle said: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 

love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (I John 2:15). This means that if we go about 

loving what the world loves, then we will be consumed by the world and not experience the love 

of our heavenly Father. 

What about the problem of so-called questionable activities such as reading a typical 

romance novel or book about the young wizard, Harry Potter? Well, consider the following real 

world situation. Recently, when working in a factory, I read The Pursuit of Holiness by Jerry 

Bridges at break times. “What are you reading?” someone asked. “Why are you reading that?” 

by someone else. And, “That’s an interesting title. What is meant by pursuing holiness?” It is not 

hard to imagine what disturbing questions and comments would have come from people had I 

been reading a book about the magic-wielding, power-seeking, rule-breaking, and at times 

deceitful and revengeful Harry Potter. “Hey, did you see the movie?!” and “I wasn’t much of a 

reader before Harry Potter books, but I am now.” In the first scenario, it was evident that there 

was something different about me and the book I was reading from the secular setting. In the 

latter, there was no obvious distinction. 

Now, someone will argue that reading Harry Potter or typical romance novels for 

pleasure is not outright disobedience to God and His Word. We realize, however, that it can lead 

to the destruction of watchfulness. Is spending one’s time in this way truly heeding the biblical 

command concerning worldly things to “Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away?” 

(Prov. 4:15) By not doing this, one is not obeying Christ’s command to “watch and pray that you 

will not fall into temptation” (Matt. 26:41). Then, overconfidence about not falling in a certain 

area will occur. One’s mind will gradually be deceived until disobedience happens. So, indulging 

in book after book of the sort mentioned above will eventually eliminate one’s watchfulness and 

hinder prayers, especially the petition “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 

This would please Satan whose goal is to once again make us slaves to sin. 

Our lives must be characterized by the Spirit’s command: “And be not conformed to this 

world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2). So, by His grace, we prove what God’s 

perfect will is through holiness in every area of our lives. Living holy consistently allows us to 

be effective servants of God (2 Tim. 2:21).  
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