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I am convinced that it is my duty as editor of this publication to apologize for the 

publication of a letter which I entitled “Deadly Poison” in the January 2002 issue of Beacon 

Lights which misquotes and misrepresents the views of Dr. Silversides. The misquote and 

misrepresentation has led the readers to believe something false about Dr. Silversides. 

Having received the letter in which the author accused Dr. Silversides of mixing dreadful 

lies with the truth, I did not do the research necessary to ensure that what she said was in fact 

accurate. Instead, I published the letter simply because I thought it was important for our readers 

to beware of teachers who mix the lie with the truth. Failing to check the accuracy of the charges 

is a mistake I regret and I can only trust now that God will use this for my good and the good of 

the readers. 

Upon publication, readers who were acquainted with Dr. Silversides and had serious 

doubts that he was quoted accurately, did the necessary research and informed me of the 

inaccuracy. They produced letters for publication in defense of Dr. Silversides, but we chose to 

publish his own letter of defense in the May 2002 issue. 

I want it to be clear that I did not intend to mislead the readers of Beacon Lights. The 

author of the original letter admits that part of her accusation was the result of her own logical 

conclusion from hearing the tape incorrectly and says she did not intend to mislead the readers 

but only has “a very real concern for the defense of the Gospel as it is in Jesus Christ.” 

It has been pointed out by Dr. Silversides himself that there are doctrinal differences 

between him and the Protestant Reformed Churches. These doctrinal differences also were a part 

of the accusation brought against Dr. Silversides. It is true that we as Protestant Reformed 

Churches take serious issue with these differences, and our young people need to be discerning. 

It needs to be understood, however, that these differences are typical of those in the Presbyterian 

churches and were not part of a secret attack upon the truth as we believe it. The issues have 

been the subject of public debates between Dr. Silversides and Rev. Ron Hanko while he served 

as missionary in Northern Ireland. 

Having attempted to explain the mistake, I do not want to minimize the seriousness of my 

mistake. Beacon Lights gave a false witness. It does not matter whether it was intended or not. It 

does not matter either if we disagree with or oppose the one whom we falsely charge. 

Misquoting anyone, whether a fellow member of the congregation, a fellow believer we do not 

agree with, or a convicted criminal is a false witness. God makes it clear that we violate His law 

when we bear false witness. 

The danger of bearing false witness must not make us shy away from defending the truth 

and attacking error. We must defend the truth and attack errors, but we must also be diligent to 

make sure we speak the truth and be humble when we err. I intend to continue using the tool of 

this publication to defend the truth of God’s Word and attack errors. Even so, I endeavor with 

more diligence to make sure that the defense of God’s Word and attack against deadly poison is 

accurate lest I myself become guilty of spreading the deadly poison of lies. 
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