
The Reformed Faith In The Netherlands 
J. P. de Klerk 

 

 

The only growing and flourishing Protestant churches in The Netherlands are the 

Liberated Reformed Churches. They not only buy the empty church buildings from the Synodal 

Reformed Churches (whose members left in droves since they associated themselves with the 

State Reformed Churches and the Lutherans), but they are also building many new churches 

themselves, all over the country. They are original designs, often without a tower or with a new 

kind of tower, as well as a completely new concept. I give you here some examples: 

There is in Nieuwleusen (in the province of Utrecht, south of the city of Amersfoort) “De 

Voorhof” (this word means “the fore-court” or “Porch” bringing to mind the old temple in 

Jerusalem). This is all reinforced concrete and thick glass. You see the main entrance, with 

offices and rooms for catechism classes, meetings, etc. left and right, and above this the upper 

part of the church itself. The sunlight comes in in such a way that it does not shine from the side 

and it will not blind the people sitting there. 

The pulpit was built by the congregation itself, covered with ash-wood veneer. There is 

room for 600 people. One of the windows shows the text of Psalm 100:4, which speaks about 

fore-courts and singing God’s praises. 

In the city of Hengelo, in the eastern part of The Netherlands, where are many factories, 

there has been built the “Kristalkerk” (crystal church), at the P. C. Hooftlaan, and the corner of 

the Bredèro Street (glass piece in the wall and a tower, partly inside and partly outside, made of 

steel and concrete). Plenty of room for meetings of groups of a variety of ages and interests, a 

wedding, a conference, a social function, etc. 

In Veenendaal (province of Utrecht), which is well known as a “Reformed territory,” the 

“Poortkerk” (“gateway church”) was opened December 12, 1999, with four divine services in a 

row, because there are many members. This church is very big (steel, glass and concrete) and 

was built in only six months time. Inside it is very light and colorful. 

Amersfoort-Noord (a city in the middle of The Netherlands, which was founded in 1006 

and became a city in 1259; during the second world war a big slave labor center of the Germans 

was here), recently got a new church building at the Watersteeg (Nieuwland district and 

Zeldertsedreef). It is an enormous building in the shape of a tent (concrete) with a front of glass. 

It meeds on the Lord’s Day as well as every day of the week, serving the whole congregation 

with the usual needs and formalities, including a beautiful organ and the choir “Testify.” 

In Grootegast the building of a new church began, which will be ready in October of this 

year, the Lord willing. The first pole was rammed in the soil by Rev. Theun Hoff (89 years old) 

who founded the congregation there in 1946 (province Friesland) at the Weegbree Street. There 

will be room for 590 people. A picture is not yet available. 
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