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“Thou shalt have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3).  

 

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with 

all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).  

 

Young people, we were reminded that in our spiritual journey, we need a roadmap. That 

roadmap is God’s law. So we come now to examine the first direction given us on our journey. 

You know well what that direction is. It is the first commandment: “Thou shalt have no other 

gods before me.” 

When God says, “before me,” we must not think that He is allowing us to have other 

gods, so long as we do not consider them as important or great as He is. “Before me” means, “in 

my sight; before my face.” It is as though He were saying, “I forbid you to have and to serve any 

other god; and because I am the all-seeing and all-knowing God, I will know if you are doing 

that!” 

The reason why we must not have any other god is very simple: there is only one God. 

Scripture teaches that there is only one Creator, there is only one Savior, and there is only one 

Lord. Therefore, there can be only one God! Certain Scripture passages teach this clearly. “I am 

the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God” (Isaiah 44:6); “Is there a God beside 

me? Yea, there is no God; I know not any” (Isaiah 44:8); “…there is no God else beside me; a 

just God and a Savior; there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of 

the earth: for I am God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:21 b, 22); “…we know that an idol is 

nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one” (I Corinthians 8:4 b). 

Therefore, God forbids us in the first commandment to pretend that there is any other 

god; to think we know of another; to trust in another; to serve another; to pray to another. 

And, by implication, God commands us positively to love Him alone, with all our heart, 

soul, and mind. That is, because Jehovah is the only God, we must confess Him to be the only 

God. He must be the only one whom we know as God, whom we call God, whom we worship, to 

whom we pray, and in whom we trust. 

That is the first direction on our spiritual journey. 

* * * * * 

Now let us examine our lives to see whether we are obeying this commandment, or not. 

Our first reaction might be to think that we always obey it. After all, Jehovah is the One 

to Whom we pray, and the One of Whom we have learned from our youth. We certainly do not 

have any images of idol gods in our homes, to which we bow down. Not we, but atheists and 

pagans,
1
 such as Hindus and Moslems, violate this commandment. So we might think. 

But wait a moment—this thinking is wrong! 

We know this thinking is wrong when we remember that the ten commandments are 

addressed to God’s church and covenant people. The law was given to Israel, the church in the 

wilderness, whom God delivered out of the bondage of Egypt. To US comes the command to 

have no other gods! 
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We also know this thinking is wrong when we consider Israel’s history. How often did 

God’s people not fall into the sin of idolatry! God’s covenant people, delivered from bondage in 

Egypt, served Baal (read Judges 2, 3, 6, 8, 10; I Samuel 7:4, 12: 10; I Kings 16:30ff). Even King 

Solomon, of all people, served idols (I Kings 11:7-8). If God’s people in the Old Testament 

committed this sin, we surely must guard against it, too. For good reason did the apostle Paul say 

to the Corinthian church, and through Paul the Holy Spirit says to the Church in every age, 

“Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (I Corinthians 10:14).  

* * * * * 

Wherefore you, my dearly beloved young people in the Protestant Reformed Churches 

and elsewhere, flee from idolatry! It is a danger for you, that you have another god! Obey the 

first commandment of God’s law! 

Surely this requires us to love spiritual things above earthly things. To participate in 

earthly activities—work, sports, and other recreations—is not wrong. But to love them more than 

God, and than spiritual things, is idolatry! And we show our tendency to break this first 

commandment when sports take priority over catechism, and when we know the stats of every 

major league baseball player better than we know our Bible memory work for school. 

We also are in danger of trusting in things other than God. We trust in our money—it will 

care for us throughout life. We trust in our popularity, or some other gift—it will get us out of 

trouble. We trust in our parents, or other human beings—they will not let us down. Our doctors 

will help us get better. This is idolatry. Let us trust in God alone, praying to Him in all of our 

needs, and believing that He cares for us as His dear children! 

Perhaps we have become caught up with the thrill of guessing the future—checking the 

horoscope in the newspaper, or paying a little money to have the fortuneteller at the county fair 

tell us our fortune, just for fun. Beware! Our Heidelberg Catechism, answer 94, classifies 

“sorcery, soothsaying, superstition” as idolatry, and rightly so. God has determined the future; let 

us trust Him to bring it to pass. 

The words of the prophet Samuel to king Saul show us that every one of us has 

committed idolatry: “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 

idolatry” (I Samuel 15:23 a). Every time we sin, we in essence say to God, “I know better than 

you how to live my life.” And that is idolatry—exalting ourselves, and our wisdom, above 

God’s. 

* * * * * 

Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry! 

This is the first indicator of direction on our spiritual roadmap! 

This points us to the way to enjoy happiness with God, and avoid the misery and 

destruction of hell! This shows us how we can bring glory and honor to God! 

Nobody who hates Jehovah will experience Jehovah’s love in return. Jehovah hates 

idolaters. No idolater will inherit the kingdom of God (I Corinthians 6:9ff; Galatians 5:19ff).  

That leaves us without hope, doesn’t it? We have seen that we ARE idolaters. Then we 

will never reach heaven, and will never bring glory to God! 

But wait—Jesus Christ bore our sin for us. God does not see us who have true faith in 

Christ as being guilty of idolatry, but as being righteous! He will still bring us to heaven! 

And in bringing us to heaven, God will work in our hearts already now the desire to love 

and serve Him alone. Christ also gives us the power to love and serve Jehovah alone. As Israel 

was delivered from Egypt, we are delivered from the power of idolatry, and can begin to obey 

this commandment! 
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It is true that idolatry is all around us, and even still in us. We are not yet made perfect. 

But let us flee from idolatry, and love and serve Jehovah alone, to show our gratitude for 

what He has done for us. 

 

Endnote 
1
 Atheists are those who say there is no god, and therefore do not acknowledge Jehovah to be 

God. Pagans are followers of religions which worship other gods. Some of them have images of 

other gods to which they bow down. Others worship the sun, or some other creature. 
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