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Trumpets blew. Banners flew. A new Queen for England—Hooray! 

But the crown weighed heavily upon the head of the sixteen-year-old girl. It was a time 

of great upheaval in government and religion. A King ruled here and promoted the cause of the 

Reformation. A Queen ruled there and promoted the cause of the Catholic Church. It was not an 

easy time to wear a crown. 

But Lady Jane Grey, as young as she was, learned her lessons well. With an education 

that rivaled the noblest of princes, she also knew Latin, Italian, French, and Greek. A very 

accomplished young lady, you say? Yes, but there’s more. She also knew the doctrines of the 

Reformation. She knew them and she loved them, though not everyone around her did. 

It was not by her choice that she was crowned Queen on July 10, 1553. Young and 

learned she was, and also docile and submissive. She did as her father-in-law told her to do. Thus 

she became Queen for only nine days. She was not the closest relative to the throne. Her cousin, 

Princess Mary, was closer. Lady Jane was quickly overthrown. 

Her cousin Mary did not love the doctrines of the Reformation. Mary loved the Catholic 

Church and even became known as “Bloody” Mary later on. Many a Reformed person was killed 

under her reign. Lady Jane Grey would be one of them. 

It was for political reasons, including Jane’s attempt to be Queen, that Mary would have 

her beheaded. But Jane’s embracing of the Reformation did not improve her situation with Mary. 

Would Lady Jane convert to Catholicism? They would see. A Catholic priest, Master 

Feckenham, came to question the young woman only four days before she was to be executed. 

Would she give in? 

Feckenham: Why is doing good works necessary for salvation, and believing alone is not 

enough? 

Jane: I deny that, for faith alone saves. It is proper for Christians to do good works, but 

they do not profit us to salvation. We are all unprofitable servants, and it is only faith in Christ’s 

blood that saves. 

Feckenham: How many sacraments are there? 

Jane: Two; baptism and the Lord’s supper. 

Feckenham: No, there are seven. 

Jane: Where do you find that in Scripture? 

Feckenham: Well, we will talk of that later. But what is signified by your two 

sacraments? 

Jane: By baptism I am washed and regenerated by the Spirit, and that washing is a token 

to me that I am a child of God. The Lord’s Supper is a sure seal and testimony that I am made, 

by Christ’s blood, a partaker of the everlasting kingdom. 

Feckenham: But don’t you receive the very body and blood of Christ in that bread? 

Jane: No surely, I do not… 

Feckenham: Why then does Christ say: “Take, eat, this is my body?” Do we need any 

plainer words? 

Jane: I grant that He says that, but He also says: “I am the vine, I am the door,” yet He 

was never a vine nor door…
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Thus went their conversation, and thus Lady Jane remained firm in her faith. Indeed, she 

learned her lessons well. 

* * * * * 

“…and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that 

is in you with meekness and fear” (I Peter 3:15).  

 

Endnote 
1
 This is a paraphrased version of only part of their conversation. The entire dialogue as recorded 

by Jane’s own hand can be found in The Protestant Reformation; Major Documents edited by 

Lewis W. Spitz, Concordia Publishing House, 1997. 
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