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“The Christians…dwell in their own native land, but as strangers. They take part in all 

things as citizens; and suffer all things as foreigners. They marry like all others; they have 

children; but they do not cast away their offspring. They have the table in common, but not 

wives. They are flesh, but they do not live after the flesh. They live upon the earth, but are 

citizens of Heaven. They obey the existing laws, and excel the laws by their lives. They love all 

and are persecuted by all. They are unknown, and yet they are condemned. They are killed and 

made alive. They are poor and make many rich…. They do good and are punished as evil-doers. 

When punished, they rejoice, as being made alive.” (Quoted from Philip Schaff, History of the 

Christian Church: Volume 1.) 

In the past, present, and future, Christians have been, are being, and will be persecuted. 

Even in persecution Christians are called to be joyful. In Heaven, Christians will be exalted for 

the persecution they have gone through. We also have comfort while we are on earth that we can 

call out to God and know that He hears and answers our prayers. Christians are also commanded 

to be different than the world. Christians’ differences should not be limited to just beliefs, but 

should extend into all areas of a Christians’ lifestyle. 

Christians will always be persecuted. However, we should make it our goal that “We do 

good and are punished as evil-doers. When punished, we rejoice, as being made alive.” In all our 

persecution, whether it be verbal, physical, or emotional, we should rejoice and continue to do 

good. Philippians 4:4 says, “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say rejoice.” When we die, 

we will be blessed for the trials that we have gone through. Matthew 5:11-12 says, “Blessed are 

ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 

falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 

persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” When we die we will have the greatest 

reward. Paul realized this in jail when he was writing Philippians. Chapter 1 verses 21 and 23 

say, “For to me to live is Christ and to die is gain…For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a 

desire to depart, and to be with Christ, which is far better.” 

The church will always be persecuted. It may not be as severe as execution, as in the 

current situation in China, but Christians will always be despised. Even now, in the United 

States, Christians are persecuted by ridiculing, restrictions on our beliefs, and by being taught 

false religion and atheism, without the right to teach Christianity as the truth, in the public school 

system. Christians will always be persecuted because the world hates believers. Ultimately the 

world hates believers because the world hates Christ. Luke 21:16-17 says, “And ye shall be 

betrayed both be parents, and brethren, and kinfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they 

cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake.” 

“They live upon the earth, but are citizens of heaven.” As citizens of heaven, we have 

rights, privileges, and responsibilities. Christians have an amazing blessing by being able to have 

fellowship with God through prayer. He will always hear our requests, and only God can send us 

true comfort and peace. Another blessing that we have as Christians is strength from Christ. 

Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” As citizens of 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Philippians+4:4
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Matthew+5:11-12
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Luke+21:16-17
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Philippians+4:13


heaven our hope should not be on earth, but in Heaven. Philippians 3:20-21 says, “For our 

conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

“Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 

to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things un to himself.” By looking to 

heaven, our life on earth should be different than that of the secular world. 

“The Christians…dwell in their own native land, but as strangers…. They marry like all 

others; they have children: but they do not cast away their offspring. They have the table in 

common, but not wives. They are flesh, but they do not live after the flesh….They obey the 

existing laws, and excel the laws by their lives.” This observation by a non-believer about 

Christians should be true in our lives. Those points are part of our calling as Christians. We are 

charged to obey God’s commands and be separate from the world, along with other things. 1 

John 2:15-17 says, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 

and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the 

world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.” As 

Christians, we should not be living our life for the present, but the future in heaven. We are to be 

separate from the world in many, many aspects, this being just one of them. The world should be 

able to see a difference in a Christian’s life in their actions, obedience to laws, and care for 

heavenly things over earthly things. 

The world will always hate Christians because the world hates the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christians will always be persecuted, but God gives us the strength to endure and comfort in 

knowledge of heaven and the things to come. Christians should be different than the world, and 

should separate themselves. The world should also see a difference in a Christian’s life. 
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