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When I first took the position of editor, I compared the position to that of a lighthouse 

tender. Years ago lighthouses were built high upon a rocky coast with an oil lamp on top that 

would throw a beam of light out over the storm tossed seas to warn ships of danger and guide 

them safely to the harbor. The lamp needed to be cared for 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The 

lamp required a plentiful supply of oil and the mirrors and lens needed constant attention. This 

publication also serves the purpose warning especially the youth as they deal with life in the 

storm tossed sea of this world and guiding them to the harbor of God’s word, the church, and the 

Christian home. 

As with every analogy, the analogy of a lighthouse goes only so far and then it fails to 

convey the concept it is supposed to explain. Really, the Beacon Lights is more like a mirror. All 

the readers, as ships in a storm tossed sea, receive the light of God’s word from their various 

local churches. We are commanded in Matthew 5:16 : “Let your light so shine before men, that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” The Beacon Lights 

magazine is then like a mirror that gathers some of that light in the form of writing and 

broadcasts that light in such a way that it serves to guide, encourage, and warn others. It is a 

communication tower designed to give a voice to the young people and also give others in the 

church a channel to speak to the young people. 

I have very much enjoyed my role as editor. Going back again to the analogy of a 

lighthouse keeper, it is like I have strained my eyes trying to peer into the darkness and every 

now and then I see a flash of light here and another there as readers direct their spotlight to the 

Beacon Lights. What a thrill it is to find a letter in the mail with an article for publication from 

someone who had received some light that they felt would be beneficial for others. More often, 

however, we on the Beacon Lights staff need to ask you to beam some light our way. 

Our staff members are not always able to continue helping out in the work, and as a result 

our numbers have dwindled. In addition to lower staff numbers, the sparkles of light out there in 

the darkness have become more sporadic. That is rather discouraging, and has prompted us once 

again to reexamine our goals, purpose, and our way of managing Beacon Lights. 

At this point I just want to send out the signal that we need some of your light. Due to our 

lack of staff and man-hours, the only option open at this point is to make a general request for 

articles and trust that God will so move you to shine some light our way. Some of the best 

articles we have gotten have been unsolicited and I am quite sure there are many more out there. 

The rubrics we have established in Beacon Lights cover a very broad spectrum of topics. 

You may have read an article somewhere else or have a paper you wrote for school that will fit 

one of the rubrics. Let me give you a few specific article needs for the rubrics we have: 

 

Poems—We reserve some space in each article for a poem. The topic range here is wide open. If 

your mind has been captured by a few lines, by all means try developing your idea into a poem 

and send it to me. I can’t guarantee every poem will be published, so if you have sent one before 

and it did not get published, don’t give up. If you would rather not have your name published, I 

will honor your request as long as I know who it is from. 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=Matthew+5:16


Letters—Sometimes writing a letter may be the easiest way for you to get a point across. Such a 

format is just fine and the variety is welcomed. 

 

Articles especially from new writers—you do not need to be a polished and experienced writer 

to let your light shine. Rough edges can always be smoothed out a bit by the editor before it is 

published. I think most of our young readers find articles from other young writers to be the most 

interesting to them. We have the rubric “Fruitful Branches” for our younger writers who are 

looking for a place to let their light shine for the first time. It has worked out in the past that most 

of the articles here come from the scholarship articles or papers written for school. But if you 

simply have something you want to say and you are looking for a place to get it published, try it 

here. 

 

Articles on nature—This is my favorite topic and I have tried to write my articles from the 

perspective of looking through the spectacles of Scripture. You may have a different way of 

approaching the topic and that is just fine. Look at some of the articles written by others in the 

past for some ideas. 

 

Devotionals—Many readers are very thankful for all the work Mr. Hunter and Mr. Jonker have 

put into the daily devotionals. This is a great deal of work but also very rewarding. It is really too 

much work for two men who are already busy with their daily work and families and the only 

way for us to produce fresh new material is to have some others who are willing to help. Please 

consider helping us out if you have some time. One or two more writers would make the load 

much more manageable. Next month will probably be reprints from earlier devotionals. 

 

Church Family—We are looking for articles here that deal with life within the church. Topics 

range from ways to become active in church life to issues dealing with the way our churches are 

organized. Church attendance, what to do on a date, how to deal with problems between church 

members, etc. are all possible topics. 

 

Book Reviews—If you have read a good book (or a bad book you want to warn others about) 

you can be certain there are others who would like to know about the book. Anyone can write a 

brief review that encourages others to read it, steers readers away from it, or recommends it with 

some reservations. 

 

Attention all ministers. The rubric entitled “From the Pastor’s Study” is a rubric set 

aside for ministers. Is there anything you would like to say specifically to the young people? 

Please consider doing some exegesis on a passage you feel applies particularly well to the young 

people. Or if you are encouraged by a particular young person or group and would like to write 

an article that encourages other young people to take notice, please put it down on paper and 

send it in. If you see something that really bothers you, speak up with an article in Beacon 

Lights. 

We are always open for ideas and suggestions. If you have trouble writing, you are 

welcomed to send a note indicating some topics you would like to read about or you can direct 

our attention to someone who you know would be able to write. 

Here is where you can send your ideas, suggestions, articles, etc. I look forward to 

hearing from you. 



John Huizenga 

621 Williams St. 

Randolph, WI, 53956 

(920) 326 6186 
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