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Why preach in a Protestant Reformed Church? One of the main reasons, which especially 

the young male readers of the Beacon Lights ought to consider, is that the Protestant Reformed 

Churches (PRC) need ministers. 

Looking at things numerically, we need ministers. Many of our ministers will retire from 

the active ministry in the next ten or so years. Not many men are graduating from our seminary 

for the ministry in the PRC. More and more vacancies are arising in our churches, both through 

internal growth and through the work of missions. Common sense mathematics tells us that we 

need ministers. 

But, more importantly, the Word of God tells us that we need ministers. “The harvest,” 

Jesus says, “is plenteous, but the laborers are few.” We need men in the ministry because there is 

always a need for the preaching of the gospel. The PRC themselves need preaching. They need 

this in order to continue to exist. Preaching is the life-blood of the churches. 

Besides this, there is a need for the preaching of the gospel in missions. Doors are 

opening up for our churches across the United States and across the world. Preaching on the 

mission field is God’s means of bringing his elect into fellowship with himself and his body, the 

church. Through preaching, the elect are saved. 

There is one further thing that demonstrates the need for preachers. This comes close to 

the heart of every one of God’s people. We need preachers and preaching ourselves individually. 

We need to hear the preaching ourselves so that we may be saved and also might know and 

experience that salvation. In the preaching Christ speaks a saving word to each one of his elect, 

calling them by name and bringing them to a knowledge of their salvation. The preaching brings 

to each one of us, personally, a knowledge of our sin and guilt and a consciousness of our need 

for a savior. The preaching presents Christ to us as the only way of salvation, and by that 

preaching, with the work of the Spirit, Christ calls each one of his own from darkness and into 

life and fellowship with himself. Each one of us, as children of God, experiences. We know the 

need for preaching and preachers from our own lives. Without preaching, we would never be 

called from our sin and would never come to know Christ as our Savior, but rather, would be left 

in the darkness of our sins. We need preaching because we are sinners who need to be saved. 

The young men of our churches should consider studying for the ministry and becoming 

ministers in our PRC because we need ministers. Before they do this, however, they will also 

have to ask themselves the question, “Why the PRC?” Why not somewhere else? Why the 

rigorous eight years of preparation in the PRC when one could easily spend three years at some 

Bible institute and become a preacher in some other denomination that is far less demanding of 

its ministers? The answer to this is that in the PRC we teach that God is God. This fundamental 

truth pervades all our theology, and the maintenance of this doctrine in our churches should 

motivate a sincere reformed man, desiring to be a minister of the word, to want to be a minister 

in the PRC. 

In the life of the Christian, God must be God. It must be God who the Christian sees as 

the Lord of his life, so that his life consists in obedience to God’s will. The Christian must see 



also that God is the one who saves him and brings him from darkness to light. The Christian 

must live and use all that he has only for the glory of God. If this is the Christian life that a 

Reformed man who wants to be a minister lives, then he will want to study for the ministry in the 

PRC, and will want to preach in the PRC. In the Reformed Faith, as taught in the PRC, the truth 

that God is God is maintained as nowhere else. 

The truth that God is God is maintained in the worship in the PRC. This becomes evident 

in the way we worship. We worship only as God has commanded in his word, and central to that 

worship is the preaching. In the preaching God speaks to us in Christ and through the preacher. 

The preaching then is authoritative and effectual. Not many churches maintain such a view of 

worship and preaching today. Instead, a man gets up on the pulpit and “shares” a few of his 

thoughts and the people, by their own free will, have the ability and right to accept or reject what 

he says. Such a style of preaching should be totally unattractive to a Christian man desiring to be 

a minister. Instead, he should want to preach the Word of God as found in the Scriptures as the 

authoritative and powerful Word of God to his church, and not as man’s word. He should not 

want to bring his own word. 

The PRC teach that God is God in salvation, that is, that God is sovereign. This doctrine 

has been fought for throughout the New Testament era. Many others teach that in salvation God 

is not sovereign. Pelagianism, Roman Catholicism, Arminianism, and many in Reformed 

churches teach that man has a part alongside God in saving himself. Over against this, the PRC 

maintain faithfully that God is sovereign in salvation. This is clear from our history, especially in 

1953 where we fought the heresy of conditions unto salvation. We maintain that only God can 

save and that man is helpless to save himself. This should make a sincere Christian young man, 

desiring to be a minister of the Word, want to preach in the PRC. Preaching that is a mere offer, 

or that is an invitation left up to the sinner to accept or reject, should be wholly unattractive to 

such a man. If that is all preaching is, then why not just become a car salesman? 

The PRC teach that God is God in his covenant relations to his people. The covenant is 

unilateral, established by God in Christ with his elect. The other view is that the covenant is 

broader in its scope than just for the elect, and that real participation in that covenant is 

conditioned on man’s faith. Thus, the truth that God is God is denied. Instead, man becomes a 

covenant maker alongside of God. This view of the covenant is not attractive to the Christian 

young man seeking the ministry. It destroys the richness of the friendship that is enjoyed by the 

believer with his God. It makes that friendship contingent on the sinner’s will so that the 

covenant of friendship between God and his people is not everlasting, but prone to collapse. We 

preach an eternal and everlasting covenant between God and his elect in Christ which can never 

fail because it is established by God without any contingency on the will of the sinner. In this 

connection, practically, the PRC teach a view of marriage that fits with this proper view of the 

covenant. Marriage is a life-long, unconditional, and thus unbreakable bond. So with God’s 

covenant with us. 

Practically, that is, in the application of preaching to the lives of God’s people, the PRC 

maintain that God is God. We insist on the antithesis of the church over against the world. The 

reason for this is that as those redeemed by God from sin, we belong to him and so must follow 

him in all our walk. God is God in the life of the believer. This makes the preaching of the 

Christian life attractive to the one who desires to be a minister. He tells God’s people who they, 

by the grace of God, are. They are God’s redeemed people. Then he tells them how God wants 

them to live in gratitude to him for that redemption. When he preaches in this way, the 

exhortations and admonitions which he brings are never his own word, but are the word of God 



for his people. This kind of preaching should be far more attractive than the moralistic style of so 

many today. 

Why preach in the PRC? 

Because the harvest is plenteous and the laborers few. 

Because God is God in the PRC. 

             

Originally Published in: 

Vol 61 No 11 December 2002 

 


