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While Sunday school was in session this summer, I was reminded of the importance of 

teaching our children the psalms. It is the most glorious and encouraging thing as a teacher to see 

those children, even that of the youngest ones being able to sing the psalms. It brings tears to 

your eyes when the 3-4 year olds are able to sing in along with the older children and not only 

that but in their small minds able to comprehend some of the meanings. 

Teaching is a most wonderful and awesome undertaking. It is my hope that this article 

serves to encourage the teachers and parents and also remind each one of us of the importance of 

teaching our children the love of Christ and singing His glories and praise. It is an awesome and 

fearful undertaking to teach the children in the ways of Christ especially with the thought in 

mind that those precious little people are the future of the church and are going to take your place 

in the standings of the church. The calling to train them correctly is a great one, yet we can be 

thankful that it is one directed by God. 

It is so hard at times to see the children struggle with the words because they don’t know 

them. It is a fearful thing to think that they may someday grow and not know those psalms 

because we didn’t have the time or didn’t make the time to teach them. Our fast paced, rushing 

world is detrimental to the church in her teaching of the young. Mothers, fathers, grandparents 

and even teachers rushing off to this and that and not really taking the time to teach the children. 

“Not enough time” they say, “too busy.” Then they point the finger and say it is someone else’s 

job to do it. Teachers saying, “that is the parent’s duty in the home.” Parents saying, “that’s what 

I pay the teacher for.” No one really taking up the slack and checking into things. 

Ideally, the learning of psalms should be reinforced wherever the children are. Teachers 

must see to it that they reinforce what is being taught at home, and parents must show an interest 

in the learning of their children in school. This is exactly what we are to be doing when teaching 

the children the psalms of praise to our God! Our elders and board members also need to ensure 

that such things are being taught and reinforced. 

As a body of believers, we also are to be praying for God’s guidance in the lives of the 

children that we will show through our love and teaching the love and ways of God, so that they 

too will grow to love God as deeply as we do. What a horrific thing if that were to be lost 

because we were “too busy.” We are to be accountable to God in the end for the teaching of 

these wee ones. We must be prepared to say to God that we taught them to the fullest of our 

ability. 

The Bible speak urgently of the calling to instruct children in the psalms. Here are only a 

few of the many Psalter numbers that speak of the singing of children. 

Psalter 90 verse 6 says “Ye children, come and hear my voice, And learn to make God’s 

fear your choice; Who seek long life and happy days must learn to walk in wisdom’s ways.” 

Also, especially in Psalter 213 verses 1, 2 and 3: “My people, give ear, attend to my 

word, in parables new deep truths shall be heard; The wonderful story our fathers made known to 

children succeeding by us must be shown. Instructing our sons we gladly record the praises the 

works, the might of the Lord, For He hath commanded that what He hath done be passed in 

tradition from father to son. Let children thus learn from history’s light to hope in our God and 

walk in His sight, The God of our Fathers to fear and obey and ne’er like their fathers to turn 

from His ways.” 



Lastly though, there is the promise of God in Psalter 215 verse 6: “Let children learn 

God’s righteous ways and on Him stay their heart, that they may not forget His works nor from 

His ways depart.” What a glorious promise we have when we teach God’s children: they will not 

depart from His ways. What encouragement to those that teach the elect children God’s ways. 

This a wonderful thought to those teachers that get discouraged with all those wiggly worms in 

Sunday school. It also gives teaches in the schools renewed vigor for the school year. And 

parents what an awesome statement and calling for you! What a promise! Teach your children 

the ways of God and reinforce what they learn at school. Do your family devotions with them. 

Sing those psalms with them. Do not be discouraged. Pray to God for that strength and wisdom 

needed to raise those children. Pray to God that through your instruction and shining love your 

children too will see the wonderful ways of God and want to break forth in Psalms that you have 

taught them! 

“Teach me, O Lord, Thy way of truth, and from it I will not depart; that I may steadfastly 

obey, Give me and understanding heart. In Thy commandments make me walk, for in Thy law 

my joy shall be; Give me a heart that loves Thy will, From discontent and envy free. Turn Thou 

my eyes from vanity, and cause me in Thy steps to tread; O let Thy servant prove Thy word and 

thus to godly fear be led. Turn Thou away reproach and fear; Thy righteous judgments I confess; 

to know Thy precepts I desire, revive me in Thy righteousness” (Psalter 325). 
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