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As we see the church in the New Testament grow, we also see temptations increasing. 

The apostles had much to battle against in their ministries and missionary journeys. They had to 

hold fast to the truth and go proclaim the gospel in all the world. What a task! It was a great 

undertaking having to work against the ungodly customs engrained into these peoples lives. Even 

as the church of old fought against sins which creep into every area of life, we too find some 

things hard to give up. The apostles encouraged the church as we read in I Peter 2:11: “Dearly 

beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against 

the soul.” This was certainly meant for all areas of life including that of music: one of the main 

elements in the people’s lives. 

Their festivities, activities, conduct, music, etc. lead the people from and to the worship 

and praise of God. 

The apostles had to lead the church away from the rich and captivating culture and music 

of the Romans and Greeks. The Greeks had beautiful enchanting music and exciting festivals and 

feasts to the gods and goddesses. Toe tapping finger-snapping music filled the courts. In fact, 

very often at these festivals there were competitions where musicians would compete to be 

considered the “best.” (I wonder if that’s similar to what we have today with the “war of the 

Rock bands” or the “Country Music Awards”?) The worldly music of that time was also 

associated with the “party” or festival scenes. They would often have huge gatherings and the 

host of the party would hire a musician to play for the group. Dancing, loud upbeat music, 

prostitution and drinking all belonged to these parties. 

The music was rich and well developed. No doubt it was difficult for many to turn their 

backs on this life, but God has blessed the church with music and song which give God and not 

man the glory. It was pointing them to the one and true God. What a relief it must have been for 

them to sing songs that touched their heart a different way and took on a new meaning for them 

no matter how many times they sang them. It was music with words that drew them into 

covenant fellowship with God instead of the emotional roller-coasters produced by the worldly 

music they had previously listened too. 

The church has much to battle against in the world of music. Are we to watch out just for 

the words in the songs or the notes as well? Is there any danger in the music? How are we to 

distinguish one form from another? Are just the psalms and hymns ok but the rest a danger? 

What about classical music? Is the music that we as Christians listen to acceptable and God 

glorifying? Those are just some things to consider before flicking the switch on the radio or 

popping the CD in the player. Again as I said in my first article—look around you and notice 

how much music is engrained into our culture. It was the same with the Greeks and Romans. We 

have the same battles to fight but just in a different form. It’s amazing how timeless the Bible is. 

The struggles and hardships they went through can be applied to our lives to today. 

The church of the Reformers and Reformation faced the same struggles. The Reformers 

had much to battle against in the field of music but also a rich and glorious heritage of church 

music that had been built up and preserved through all those ages for them. The next article will 

show the many forms of church music and how the God glorifying music stayed true even 

through all of those ages and trying times. 

     

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?version=KJV&passage=I+Peter+2:11
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