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Man pumps millions of barrels of oil out of the earth every day and the nations of the 

world use this oil to power their economies. Energy from the oil is released to melt down ore, 

extract metals, and drive the massive machines that manufacture goods. The oil itself is refined 

and used in everything from plastics to fertilizer. Semi-trucks, ships, and airplanes guzzle the 

fuel to distribute these goods around the world as fast as possible. The citizens of the world use 

the goods and also use oil to cook food, heat their homes, and propel their bodies from here to 

there. We have developed ways to use this oil more efficiently and therefore stretch a barrel of 

oil much further than before, but still we buy more and more things and the growing populations 

has caused oil production to soar. 

When compared to people in other nations of the world, Americans are oil gluttons. 

Viewed at night from outer space, the continent of the United States glows with the millions of 

lights from the sprawling cities. Our voracious appetite for oil translates quite directly to fat 

wallets, gigantic homes, and powerful engines in our automobiles. In general, the more oil we 

consume, the wealthier we become. We can see this quite clearly if we look at someone building 

up a trucking business. A truck bearing a load down the highway is making money for its owner. 

If that owner gains money enough to buy more trucks, he will also be using more oil and his 

money will multiply provided he spends it wisely. It is the same in the manufacturing industry, 

farming, and virtually every type of business. Bigger farm, bigger tractors, more fertilizer, makes 

bigger bucks. By the way, much of the fertilizer farmers use is made from oil. In general, more 

oil means more productivity, technological advancement, and an increase in knowledge. Oil use, 

then, is directly proportional to prosperity. 

Oil consumption also produces pollution. There is no way around the fact that each barrel 

of oil is converted mostly to carbon dioxide in the process of extracting its energy for our use. 

The carbon dioxide makes plants grow better, but it also seems to be acting as a blanket around 

the earth trapping solar heat. This heat, it is feared, is starting to melt ice in the mountains and 

poles. The melted ice will, in turn, cause the sea level to rise and flood coastal cities. 

Looking at this consumption of oil through the spectacles of man’s wisdom, we see some 

potential problems. Most of those who do any reflecting on oil consumption agree that there is 

good potential for catastrophic problems if the levels of carbon dioxide keep increasing in the 

atmosphere. But to do anything about it would amount to pulling the plug on the economy and 

bringing all the money machines to a screeching halt. Losing money today is far worse in the 

general mind set than potential catastrophe tomorrow. And what about when the oil runs out? 

Well, by then we will have found a much better resource, just like man did when he ran out of 

wood. From wood he turned to coal, and then to oil. Don’t worry, we will find a way. If we don’t 

use the oil now, someone else will and they will get ahead of us. 

What do we see when we look at oil consumption through the spectacles of Scripture? 

The oil referred to in the Bible is mainly olive oil. But oil, whether squeezed from olives or 

pumped out of the ground is a very valuable concentration of energy derived from plant material. 

It is the “cream of the crop” so to speak. Energy poured from the sun into the marvelous 

diversity of plants created by God is transformed into a liquid rich in energy that can be used by 

man for a variety of purposes. Olive oil can be pressed directly from the fruit of olive trees and 

the petroleum we use now was produced by plant material buried beneath the ground. The 



essential quality of oil whether used for food or lighting lamps is virtually the same as the oil we 

use today. 

Looking through the spectacles of Scripture we see that oil was a sign of wealth. God 

describes the riches he bestowed upon Jerusalem in Ezekiel 16:13-14 “Thus wast thou decked 

with gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and silk, and broidered work; thou didst 

eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper into 

a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect 

through my comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord God.” Again we read of the 

earthy riches enjoyed by Israel as a picture of God’s blessing in Deuteronomy 32:13-14, “He 

made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he 

made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock; Butter of kine, and milk of 

sheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys of 

wheat; and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape.” Oil was also used as a form of currency 

in trade: “Judah, and the land of Israel, they were thy merchants: they traded in thy market wheat 

of Minnith, and Pannag, and honey, and oil, and balm” (Ezekiel 27:17).  

God’s word in Deuteronomy 32 quoted above speaks of “oil out of the flinty rock.” We 

also read of oil from rock in Job 29:6 where we read “When I washed my steps with butter, and 

the rock poured me out rivers of oil.” This is not referring specifically to the crude oil we pump 

from the earth today, but simply to God providing an abundance of blessing out of what appears 

to be barren land. Olive trees grow well in rocky soil and God provides this abundant richness. 

God used many pictures and earthly things as symbols and signs of spiritual realities as 

he trained up the church as a child. Canaan and the abundance provided there for the Israelites 

was a picture of the spiritual riches of heaven. The land was described as “a land flowing with 

milk and honey.” Milk and honey as well as olive oil and other such things were the best earthly 

things that the Israelites could have. Just as these educational tools are eventually discarded, so 

today the mature church has the complete word of God and does not need earthly pictures. God 

does not promise to give believers today land and prosperity in order to teach them about heaven 

and spiritual riches. 

Today most of those who enjoy great earthly prosperity do so without a shred of praise or 

thanksgiving to God. Our sinful natures make it very difficult to use the abundance of earthly 

riches we have for the glory of God. Not only did the land of Canaan with all its richness give 

the Israelites a glimpse of heavenly glory, it taught them how sinful they were. Immediately 

following the passages quoted above from Deuteronomy 32 and Ezekiel 27 where we read “thou 

didst eat fine flour, and honey, and oil,” we find the words, “But thou didst trust in thine own 

beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every 

one that passed by; his it was.” And in Deut. 32 we find the words, “But Jeshurun waxed fat, and 

kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook 

God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. They provoked him to 

jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger. They sacrificed unto 

devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your 

fathers feared not.” 

God created the earth filled with an abundance of resources for man to use. God has 

called man to use this abundance for the glory and praise of God. Sin, however turns everything 

upside down. The abundance of earthly riches only plunges man further into wickedness. As man 

discovers more and more riches and different ways to use them, he develops in wickedness as 
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well. The psalmist writes, “Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them 

down into destruction” (Psalm 73:18).  

Christians may observe the truths of God’s word at work in the world today and decide to 

flee from all the inventions and developments that flow from the oil wells. Certainly we do well 

to understand the power of sin and riches. Yet we must not forget either that there is nothing evil 

in itself to have riches. The believer understands that God is the one who gives riches and He 

instructs Timothy to “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor 

trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy” (I Tim. 

6:17). The godly in Israel received the oil with gladness and treated as a symbol of gladness. In 

Isaiah 61:3 we read of the “oil of joy.” When the Psalmist rejoices in Psalm 92:10 he says “I 

shall be anointed with fresh oil.” 

Finally we see that all the riches of the world and even man’s sinful use of them will be 

used to serve God’s purposes. Missionaries are rocketed to remote regions of the world with jets 

and airplanes. Printing presses churn out copies of God’s word in more languages than ever 

before. The pollution and destruction of this earth is a sign of the eminent return of Christ. And 

when Christ does return, all the energy man craves will be released in an instant and this earth 

will melt with a fervent heat. 

May we continue to view all things through the spectacles of Scripture. If we do not, we 

are sure to stumble and fall. The more we have, the greater is our responsibility to serve God. 

The energy resources and goods we derive from oil are a part of the talents we receive from God 

for active use in His kingdom. 
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